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THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 
Telephones : Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD have suggested 
the setting up of an independent committee to find a solution 
to the particular problems of salaried architects. p. 771 

THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CONGRESS of the South African 
NFBTE is the subject of a special report. p. 772 


5 830 


THE RIBA’S NEW TRAVELLING EXHIBITION, which is 


shortly to begin its tour of the provinces, is reviewed on p. 773 


THE ROYAL FINE ART COMMISSION have been asked to 
approve a scheme for a 27-storey block of offices in the City of 
London. p. 783 


MR. E. H. DOUBLEDAY, in his presidential address to the TPI, 
has examined the possibility of joint municipal and private 
action in the renewal of blighted urban areas. p. 784 


THE GOVERNMENT have introduced a new clause into the 
Town and Country Planning Bill to enable acquiring authorities 
to make additional payments for development value in certain 
special cases. p. 785 

THE LATEST HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS show that 
in the first nine months of 1954, 256,110 permanent houses 
were completed, compared with 225,863 in the same period of 
1953. p. 786 


A REVIEW OF THE PRINCIPAL EXHIBITS at the Public 
Works Exhibition, which opens at Olympia next Monday, 
begins on p. 793 











END OF AN ERA 


‘THE Government’s decision to revoke Defence Regula- 

lation 56A, with effect from this week, marks in a 
very real sense the end of an era. It was over 14 years 
ago, in October, 1940, that Defence Regulation 56A was 
first introduced, and it may be not without interest to recall 
briefly the history of building licensing during that period. 
The original Regulation provided for the authorisation 
by Government Departments of certain types of building 
work carried out by local authorities and other public 
bodies, as well as for the more familiar system of licensing 
of private building work by the Ministry of Works. This 
original control applied, however, only to the construction, 
reconstruction or alteration of buildings; the amount of 
work which could be carried out without licence being 
limited to £500, later reduced to £100. In January, 1942, 
a new Regulation 56A was introduced. This applied both 
to public and private building work as before, and 
extended the scope of control to repairs, decorations, main- 
tenance and demolition work to a property over a specified 
period of 12 months. The new Regulation also provided 
that the financial limits below which a licence was not 
required should be fixed by order, instead of being laid 
down in the Regulation itself. This Regulation, with 
subsequent amendments, formed the legal basis of the con- 
trol as it afterwards operated. 

The limit prescribed from January, 1942, was £100 in 
any period of 12 months and this remained in force until 
October, 1944, when the financial limit in the London Civil 
Defence Region was reduced to £10. . This limit was 
extended to certain other districts of the Home Counties 
in February, 1945, but in July of that year the period 
during which £10 could be spent without licence was 
reduced to six months and an additional non-cumulative 
allowance of £2 a month was added. This limit remained 
in force until July, 1948, when it was increased to £100 
for a specified 12-month period. In November of the 
same year, licensing was made more flexible by the intro- 
<dluction for the first time of different licence-free limits for 
different types of building; this was done by the definition 


of “ designated ”—at first agricultural and industrial build- 


ngs—with a licence-free limit of £1,000. In February, 
\950, however, the number of classes of designated build- 
ngs was reduced and the licence-free limit was cut to £500. 


From mid-1952 onwards licensing conditions, however, 
have become progressively easier. In July, 1952, the 
licence-free limit for non-designated buildings was 
increased to £200. In January, 1953, the limits for desig- 
nated building work were fixed at £2,000 and for other 
work at £500. In January, 1954, these limits were 
increased to £25,000 and £1,000 respectively. 

This progressive relaxation of control over the last two 
and a half years has paved the way for the final abolition 
of control as applied to both public and private building 
work. The fact is that licensing had already become 
little more than a formality. Licences for small houses 
were granted automatically if planning permission had 
previously been obtained, and even for other classes of 
building there has normally been no difficulty in getting 
a licence. According to a spokesman of the Ministry of 
Works, the value of licences outstanding at the beginning 
of this month was only about £50 million over the whole 
country—a small figure compared with the total building 
programme—and in at least one region no licences have 
been refused or deferred for some months past. In these 
circumstances, the new Minister of Works has taken the 
right step in deciding that “ neither the cost of administer- 
ing this control nor the inconvenience caused to architects 
and contractors can any longer be justified.” 

To have moved in less than three years from a tight 
system of control to complete abolition is no small achieve- 
ment. How has it been done? Undoubtedly, the key to 
the situation lies in the greatly improved supply of 
materials. The primary difficulty facing the building 
industry since the war has been the shortage of materials 
rather than of labour, and it may well be true—as sug- 
gested by the Minister of Works—that by increasing the 
demand for materials the relaxation of licensing has 
resulted in increased supplies. If this is right, then the 
complete abolition of control may act as a further stimulus 
to materials production. At the moment, the only 
anxiety on the score of materials is the steel position; it 
seems, however, that there should be enough for work 
currently in hand or about to begin, whilst the future can 
safely be left to the ingenuity of architects and structural 
engineers. 

The abolition of licensing was criticised in the House of 
Commons as inappropriate in view of the Government’s 
recent decision to restrict the building of houses by local 
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authorities to about 150,000 a year. Coupled with this 
criticism there were references to the fact that work on 
schools and hospitals is still severely restricted. These 
points should not be overlooked, and it must certainly not 
be forgotten that there is a vast potential demand for build- 
ing as distinct from the immediate effective demand. But 
the best way to meet these demands is to secure increased 
productivity, and it may reasonably be argued that the 
way to do this is to free the building industry from the 
restrictions hitherto imposed upon it. Increased produc- 
tivity depends in the main upon increased supplies of 
materials; if these are forthcoming and if it is clear to all 
in the industry that there is ample work for years to come, 
then there is every reason to expect that productivity will 
continue to rise. Finally, it must not be overlooked that 
some of the restrictions now imposed upon public building 
are due to reasons of national economy. 

If productivity does not rise sufficiently to meet the 
increased demand for private work, then undoubtedly 
new steps would have to be taken to safeguard urgent 
public building demands, but we would hope that the new 
freedom granted by the Minister of Works will give the 
industry the opportunity to meet successfully any challenges 
that the future may hold in store. 


THE NEW TOWNS REPORTS 


in is difficult to regard the New Towns, set up under the 

New Towns Act of 1946, as anything but a regret- 
table necessity—the only alternative to continuing 
peripheral expansion of what Cobbett angrily called the 

















SUSSEX WINDMILL RESTORED.—The White Mill of 
Chailey, said to mark the centre of Sussex, is being repaired and 
repainted after its war-time camouflage of pastel colouring. It is 
the property of the Heritage Craft School, and has been adapted 
to house some of the Heritage staff, the interior mechanism having 


been removed. It will again be seen in its familiar white. 
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“Great Wen.” If he could return to repeat those “ Rural 
Rides” of about 125 years ago, even his remarkable 
resources of invective would probably be taxed to express 
his feelings on finding that much of the Home Counties is 
no longer rural but covered with buildings, and, worse 
still, that great areas of farmland—so to speak, “in the 
wilds have been taken over for urban development. 

About thirty years ago statisticians and sociologists 
were predicting a considerable decline in the population 
around the end of the century, and creating the idea that 
the need would be to plan not for expansion but for con- 
traction. Something must have gone wrong with their 
calculations. If the population of this overcrowded island 
continues to increase at its present rate, and there is no 
large-scale emigration, we shall probably have to expand 
the New Towns themselves in due course, and then create 
others in between, until green fields become no more 
than “ breaks” in the prevailing labyrinths of bricks and 
mortar. 

However, while the increase continues it must be 
properly planned for, and one turns with special interest 
to the annual reports of the New Towns Development 
Corporations to see how they are faring. The reports for 
the period ended March 31, 1954, recently issued in 
volume form (HM Stationery Office, price 17s. 6d. net), 
give a great amount of information on every aspect of 
development, such as planning, housing, site development, 
shopping and commercial buildings, schools, public build- 
ings, sports fields and playgrounds, labour. contracts 
completed and in progress, administration, public relations, 
etc., besides full financial and statistical information in 
tabular form. 

The volume is rather indigestible, but it is not, of course, 
designed for popular reading but rather to be pored over 
by MPs (possibly on the look-out for something providing 
scope for an awkward question in the House), by archi- 
tects, town planners, sociologists and others. The general 
impression created by the reports is one of steady progress 
and the expectation of better things to come. Every 
Corporation, however, seems to have difficulties of one sort 
or another. There is no space here to set them out 
in detail, but it should be recorded that most of the reports 
stress the urgent need for community halls or centres and 
other buildings essential to the full social life. Town 
centres, too, appear to be inadequate and in ‘some cases 
virtually non-existent, though plans have been prepared, 
and in some instances construction has begun or is about to 
begin. 

The twelve New Towns, of course, are Aycliffe, 
Basildon, Bracknell, Corby, Crawley, Cwmbran, Harlow, 
Hemel Hempstead, Peterlee, Stevenage, Welwyn Garden 
City and Hatfield. For the benefit of those who are a bit 
weak in their geography, a map of England and Wales is 
provided, showing at a glance that no fewer than eight of 
the New Towns cluster around Cobbett’s “ Great Wen.” 
still exerting its historic pull while striving to throw off 
some of its overburden of industry and population. As 
to the others, one is in the West, one in the Midlands and 
two in the North-East. In the event of further new towns 
being needed, it is to be devoutly hoped that the planners 
will look for sites in the more remote parts of the country. 
On strategical grounds alone this would appear to be a 
vital necessity. 

While realising that these reports are not intended for 
popular reading, we would suggest that they would be 
made rather more digestible, even for the experts, if greater 
uniformity in presentation were observed. Need headings 
and sub-headings differ so considerably? No sort of 
system appears to be followed in the selection or number 
of illustrations accompanying the reports. Aycliffe shows 
graphs of houses completed and of capital expenditure and 
a drawing of the town centre; Basildon, two photographic 
illustrations of no great interest; Bracknell, a site plan and 
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three photographic illustrations; 


Notes of the Week 


JUANTITY SURVEYOR’S JUBILEE 
[fo mark the fiftieth anniversary of the 

first meeting of the Quantity Sur- 
eyors’ Committee of the RICS, Mr. 
H. G. Tyrrell-Evans, MA (Cantab.), 
itely Principal Assistant Secretary to the 
Institution, has prepared a short history 
of the committee, in which he deals with 
nany developments within the industry 
vhich have affected quantity surveyors 
during the past fifty years. The booklet 
nakes extremely interesting reading, not 
only to quantity surveyors but to all con- 
nected with the building industry. The 
QOS Committee can look back with pride 
and satisfaction on the good work it has 
done for building in the widest sense, 
especially after the amalgamation in 1922 
of the Quantity Surveyors’ Association 
with the RICS, The booklet is not for 
sale but there are certain to be many re- 
quests for copies. 


NATIONAL BUILDING RECORD 
STILL THE great houses fall. The 13th 
annual report of the National Building 
Record, just issued from 31, Chester- 
terrace, Regent’s Park, NWI, mentions 


~ 


Corby, an air view of 
the town centre and a photo of the market square: 
Crawley, a master-plan and a plan of the town centre: 
Cwmbran, three photographs of houses, shops and a road- 
way; Harlow does itself exceptionally well with three inset 
tolders showing the general layout, a plan of the town 
centre, and a plan of the industrial areas, besides a photo- 
uraph of some housing; Hemel Hempstead shows two 
perspectives of the town centre and a view of a public 
hall; Peterlee, an air view, some houses and a factory: 
‘tevenage, a master-plan and two photographs 
industrial area and some typical houses; 
vhotographs of houses, shops and offices; and Hatfield, 
three photographs of seein We do not anata of 
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publicity. 


of the 
Welwyn, three 


reports could be 


12 that have been, or were due to be, 
demolished in the period under review— 
houses dating from the 16th to the early 
19th century, most of them fine or inter- 
esting examples of architecture. Those 
illustrated in the report include Scriven 


COMING EVENTS 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

RICS (Quantity SURVEYORS’ COMMITTEE).—Annual 
dinner. Grosvenor House, Park-lane, Wl. 7 p.m. 

LMBA _ (SoutH-EasTerN AreEA).—Luncheon and 
annual prize-giving to building apprentices. ** Black 
Prince,’’ Rochester-way, Bexley. 1 p.m. 

HousinG CENTRE. —Discussion on ** Uses of Paints 
for Housing Work.” 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
SW1. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

RIBA.—Travelling Exhibition, ‘* The Architect and 
You.’’ Continuing until November 20. 66, Portland- 
place, WI (Wednesday to Friday, 10-7; Saturday, 
10-5). 

Moputar Society.—AGM. 
WC2. 7.30 p.m. 

LONDON BUILDING AND ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS’ 
ACCIDENT PREVENTION Group.—Group meeting. Birk- 
beck College, Malet-street, WC1. 2.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

LMBA.—Fifth annual conference on building edu- 

cation. 47, Bedford-square, WC1. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 


BUILDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Au‘umn meeting. 
School of Building, East Ham Technical College, 
Arragon-road, E6. 


6, Jotn Adam-street, 








SOUTH BANK DEVELOPMENT.—Designs for this office building, which is 
to be erected in York-road, facing the LCC County Hall, have been approved. It 
will probably be one of the first buildings to be constructed as part of London’s South 


Bank development. 


The architects are Messrs. M. C. Hughes and Partners. 


given to current criticisms. 
Towns, as alleged, extremely wasteful of land? 
* unified ” 
gested, they would, we believe, arouse much more interest 
than they do at present and receive better notice both 
by the national and the technical Press. 
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the variety of the illustrations, only that they afford no 
uniform or adequate basis for judgment or comparison of 
the progress of the various towns. 

We would suggest, too, that future reports might give 
full summaries of progress, underlining any deficiencies, if 
only for the convenience of the Press. 
of the reports might have been devised to discourage 
It would be helpful, too, if answers could be 


The present form 


For example, are the New 
If the 
somewhat on the lines sug- 


Hall, Yorks., Birch Hall, Essex, Cold- 
brook House, Mon., Felton Park, 
Northumberland, West Grinstead Park, 
Sussex, and Panshanger, Herts. Many 
others are threatened. 


The NBR continues its good, if rather 
melancholy, work of recording these fine 
places, and its rich and increasing store 
of records is now much better housed in 
the new premises in Regent’s Park. Many 
will be glad to learn that the NBR is 
not to be merged with the MOW but is 
to remain independent. 

SUBSIDIES UNBOUNDED 

THE economic distortions induced by 
the housing subsidies in this country are 
exemplified in the case of the St. Maryle- 
bone Borough Council’s scheme for flats 
at Lisson-grove, where the total subsidies 
found by the taxpayer and ratepayer will 
amount to more than three times the 
rents to be paid by the tenants. Here rents 
of three- and four-roomed flats will be, 
respectively, 17s. Id. and 19s. 6d. a week, 
and the total weekly subsidy £3 7s. 8d., 
made up by the Exchequer subsidy, 
£1 13s. 8d.; LCC, 5s. 7d.; Borough 
Council (statutory) 5s. 7d.; BC (addi- 
tional) £1 2s. 10d. Explanations touch 
on such factors as high site value, 
but the struggling millions who get (and 
seek) no subsidy from the community 
for their living accommodation may be 
expected to view the best reasoned 
explanation of why such things should 
be with some scepticism. 


GREEN BELT COUNCIL 


THERE is heartening news for all who 
deplore the sprawl of building into Lon- 
don’s green belt. Residents in the coun- 
ties round London who are anxious to 
safeguard the green be!t from encroach- 
ment can now act in unison through a 
voluntary Green Belt Council which has 
been set up for the whole of the Metro- 
politan area. 


Hitherto, concerted action has been 
limited to a voluntary combination of 
representatives of Hertfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, and Middlesex, who 
formed a green belt council, a title which 
they have now relinquished in favour of 
the wider body formed at their instiga- 
tion with the additional representation of 
the London Society, the Association of 
Surrey Amenity Societies, and the Com- 
mittee for the Preservation of Rural 
Kent. Essex so far is not represented, 
but it is hoped to bring the county into 
the scheme. 

It is reassuring to know that a strong 
and influential organisation exists to pro- 
tect the amenities of the green belt area. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


A ROSTER FOR QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—With the Government spending 

millions of pounds on a vast pro- 
gramme of capital building expansion 
and with his many other commitments, I 
well appreciate that Mr. Nigel Birch’s 
appointment as Minister of Works is by 
no means a sinecure and I am quite sure 
he has very little time at his disposal to 
consider sectional interests within the 
building industry and professions. I am 
sure, however, that very many firms of 
quantity surveyors throughout the coun- 
try would feel most grateful to the 
Minister if he would find a little time to 
consider the distribution of Government 
work amongst them. 


It would appear that the Chief Quantity 
Surveyor to the Ministry of Works main- 
tains a small roster of quantity surveying 
firms who are employed (presumably in 
rotation) by the Ministry in preparing 
quantities and settling accounts for these 
large Government schemes. 


I am not aware how many firms are 
actually upon the roster; but, from 
published information regarding the 
appointment of quantity surveyors for 
major schemes, it would appear that the 
list is not a very large one. 

It is well known that only a very 
limited number of surveying assistants 
can be employed on the preparation of 
quantities for any one project and I 
submit that most of the smaller firms of 
quantity surveyors would, therefore, be 
able to prepare bills of quantities for 
large Government schemes with at least 
the same expedition as the larger firms, 
and it is even possible that in a smaller 
firm the work would have the very much 
closer attention of the principals than can 
be possible in a large firm having perhaps 
five or six partners and several hundred 
assistants. 


I am aware that the Ministry of Works 
maintains, in addition to its roster, a 
supplementary list of smaller firms of 
quantity surveyors who are from time to 
time called upon to prepare quantities for 
minor projects. I imagine that the supple- 
mentary list was prepared at a time when 
the Ministry was responsible for site lay- 
outs, foundations and erection of pre- 
fabricated housing estates when the firms 
on the roster were unable (or perhaps un- 
willing) to take on this type of contract. 

It seems to me undesirable, from 
several points of view, that an official 
should have power to select, from among 
the very large number of admirably 
qualified firms of quantity surveyors, a 
small list of firms, and to decide also 
which of that select number shall be en- 
trusted with individual projects. 

If the principle of a roster is the right 
one, I feel that the roster should embrace 
the majority of suitably qualified firms 
throughout the country (excepting, per- 
haps, only those firms which have less 
than six members on their staff), thus en- 
suring a fair distribution of fees through- 
out the country, and I am certain, Sir, 
that the quality of the work would be no 
whit inferior and that the time taken 
would be no greater than it is under the 
present system, 
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““ Now the building licences 
are off, life is going to be 
much easier.”’ 








If the new Minister, in his wisdom, 
could extend the roster of quantity sur- 
veyors employed by the Ministry of 
Works to embrace all the suitably 
qualified firms in the country, he would 
for ever earn the gratitude of that large 
number of excellent firms who feel that 
they should have a share in the quantity 
surveying fees to which they subscribe in 
their taxes. 

“* SPECTATOR ” 


COMMERCIALISED QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


.IR,—I have read the responses to my 

Tecent letter, by Mr. Vinycomb and 

“Live and Let Live” and am flattered 
by the interest shewn. 

“L and LL” informs us that he is in 
the grip of severe competition and in 
spite of the fact that he is the man on 
the spot and produces excellent work, he 
is losing his practice to competitors from 
other areas who supply a much inferior 
service. He believes this unsatisfactory 
state of affairs is due to unprofessional 
conduct by members of the RICS, and 
says so publicly. 

I am of the opinion that he should 
have aired his grievances privately to the 
RICS, and a disciplinary code exists for 
dealing with members guilty of unprofes- 
sional conduct: I also believe that most 
members are jealous of the good name of 
their Institution. 

I would offer other—or, at least, 
auxiliary—reasons for the difficulties of 
“L and LL,” namely, his reluctance to 
split work into sections and his antipathy 
to the qualification of “ ARICS.” 
rather harsh analogy to his plight is that 
of a car manufacturer with a spanner 
and a heap of spares trying to compete 
with the other firm equipped with a con- 
veyor belt and skilled labour. 

Although it is most satisfying to com- 
plete a bill entirely by one’s own efforts, 
there is a sharp limit to the size of pro- 
ject that can be handled in this way if a 
time limit is to be observed; work of any 
magnitude must, of necessity, be split. I 
believe it is possible to obtain satisfaction 
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in one’s work by being a member of a 
team producing a large bill and the com- 
pleted work need not be inferior. A good 
team leader plays a very important part 
with skilful organisation. 

“ Lavish entertainment” is a question 
of degree and if persevered with to an 
outrageous extent it becomes unprofes- 
sional; on the other hand, it is incum- 
bent on the man at the head of a busi- 
ness to be very much in the eye of clients 
actual and potential, otherwise he wil! 
just sit in his office with little to do anc 
nobody to know he exists. 

R. A. W. Hoare [ARICS]. 

96, Windsor-drive, 

Farnborough, Kent. 
»*, This correspondence must now close.—Ep 


THE NEW STREETS ACT 
To the Editor of The Builder 


~ IR,—I was pleased to note a reference 

in your issue of October 8 to the 
Federation of Registered House Builders 
standard form of agreement for the con 
struction of new streets, which, at firs: 
sight, appears to be an admirable docu- 
ment from the contractor’s standpoint. 
although, of course, not directly pro- 
viding any security for the house pur- 
chaser or the local authority. 

It is noticed that no provision for any 
bond in lieu of a cash deposit under the 
New Streets Act, 1951, is mentioned in 
your reference to this latest form of 
agreement, whereas I feel that very often 
the decision as to whether a contractor 
can undertake a particular project hinges 
largely on whether a surety bond can be 
obtained to obviate the necessity of the 
onerous cash deposit that the New 
Streets Act, 1951, stipulates. 

It is my experience, as a result of three 
years’ working with this Act, that local 
authorities are now generally willing to 
deal with the matter under Section 146 
of the Public Health Act, 1875 (in 
accordance with the accepted procedure 
prior to 1951), provided that they can be 
given a bond corresponding to the 
amount which they would require if a 
notice under Section 2(1) of the New 
Streets Act, 1951, had been issued. 

Under these circumstances I have not 
experienced any undue difficulty in ob- 
taining surety facilities in lieu of a cash 
deposit on behalf of the contractors for 
whom I have acted. 

R. H. Nye [ACII, ACIB]. 


323, High Holborn, London, WC1. 


WAGES IN THE INDUSTRY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We have read with interest the 
reply given by Sir Richard Coppock, 
general secretary of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades’ Operatives, 
published in your last issue, and in reply 
to our recent comments on the question 
of the rates and wages being paid in the 
building industry. 

We were not aware of any general dis- 
regard of the question of apprentice- 
ships, holiday credit payments, etc., and 
we certainly do not disregard such 
matters, which are dealt with by us 
strictly in accordance with the agree- 
ments of the industry. 

We certainly do not agree that em 
ployers during the war years would have 
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agreed to targets of one brick per hour, 
which to say the least suggests the most 
unpatriotic attitude of employers in 
general. In any case we were under the 
impression that the fundamental object 
of the introduction of payment by results 
during the war years, was to get the 
necessary work carried out by the opera- 
tives to meet the country’s urgent needs, 
when ordinary trade union rates of wages 
vere not achieving this, and any dis- 
atisfaction at the question of profits (or 
«lleged profits) being made bv contractors 
during the war could quite easily have 
een overcome by means of revised 
axation by the Government. Moreover, 
Sir Richard’s criticism implies, to say the 
least, a reflection upon the various quan- 
ity surveyors employed to check con- 
ractors’ accounts and the payment by 
hem on cost plus contracts of wages, 
ind so on, and was only in accordance 
vith the “ Fair Wages Clauses” incor- 
orated in Government contracts. 

With regard to the last point made by 
sir Richard Coppock, we do not agree 
hat employers can afford to pay out of 
heir reserves, or alleged nrofits, the rates 
hat are now being naid in excess of the 
rade union rates, for such extra costs 
are obviously passed on to _ building 
owners, resulting in building works 
‘hroughout the country costing far more 
than they should. 


““ DISSATISFIED BUILDER.” 


DIRECT BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—At long last someone is coming 

to the defence of building by direct 
labour. While I agree that not all direct 
labour building departments are perfect 
and some lose money they are, on the 
whole, at least as good as the private 
builder and have the advantage of en- 
abling a local authority to have work 
done promptly and as and when they 
want it. This private enterprise appears 
to be unable to do. One of the biggest 
problems facing the direct labour 
manager is trying to get private enter- 
prise (in the form of sub-contractors, 
manufacturers, etc.) to carry out their 
work to schedule—and ito price. 

The high percentage of builders who 
go bankrupt hardly supports their more 
or less continuous claim to efficiency. 
Direct labour departments at least settle 


their accounts. 
T. K. Davison, 
Building Superintendent. 
Widnes. 


EMPLOYMENT OVERSEAS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—I read with surprise the letter of 

your correspondent “Pharos” in 
connection with overseas employment, in 
your issue of October 29. 


We employ a considerable number of 
supervisory and technical staff overseas 
and amongst the best of them we have 
men both with and without academic 
qualifications. It is true that for some 
technical groups we prefer evidence of 
directed study and background but in all 
cases a man’s practical knowledge of the 
job he has to do, his “ will to work hard ~ 
and evidence of a “pioneering spirit ” are 
our first considerations. Regrettably 
enough the supply of men with these real 


THE BUILDER 


qualifications fails to meet the demand. 

These days, when the construction in- 
dustries are making a considerable con- 
tribution to export, it is essential that a 
fair proportion of the best men should 
be recruited for overseas work. 

Perhaps “ Pharos” has disclosed what 
is a general misunderstanding on the part 
of would-be applicants. I hope this letter 
may help to put into proper perspective 
the requirements of British contractors 
operating overseas. 

R. E. ALDRED, 

Taylor Woodrow (West Africa), Ltd. 


10, Park-street, W1. 


THE MITHRAIC TEMPLE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


.IR,—I have often wondered how 
many people will annually visit the 
Temple of Mithras after, say, 1960 and 
how many of these will be doing more 
than killing time. Further, one might be 
allowed to wonder how many fewer 
would visit the temple were it left on its 
original site and covered by an office 
building. Perhaps we could get an esti- 
mate if we knew how many visit the 
“underground findings’ in Whitehall to 
which Mr. Dempster referred in his letter 
in your issue of October 22. 
Rebuilding London may well produce 
a dozen or more similar finds. What 
would Mr. Dempster suggest regarding 
these, particularly if an arena the size of 
Wembley were found! 
STUART TOWN. 


The Gables, Vine-road. Barnes, SW13. 





DEPUTY COUNTY ARCHITECT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the ap- 
pointment of deputy county architect at 
Lincoln at a salary of £1,050 x £50— 
£1,250. Particulars are given in the 
advertisement columns. 


ARCHITECT’S KNIGHTHOOD 


Mr. ARTHUR STEPHENSON, the Austra- 
lian architect who received the RIBA 
Royal Gold Medal for Architecture from 
the Queen during her Australian tour, 
attended a Buckingham Palace Investi- 
ture on November 2 at which Her 
Majesty conferred upon him the title of 
Knight Bachelor. 


FUTURE OF A LEEDS CHURCH 


THE MINISTRY OF WORKS are now 
completing their advice on the future of 
Holy Trinity Church, Leeds, which, it 
was suggested, in a plan approved by the 
Bishop of Ripon and now before the 
Church Commissioners, should be pulled 
down. The Ministry’s opinion is 
expected to be announced in the next few 
weeks. 

The Church Commissioners sought the 
advice of the Ministry several weeks ago, 
as they are bound to in the case of build- 
ings of special architectural or historic 
importance. Church buildings in use, 
like Holy Trinity, are excluded from the 
Ancient Monuments Act. Holy Trinity 
comes under Section 30 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947. 


The architect for the church was 
William Halfpenny, who was the author 
of a large number of 18th century 
builders’ pattern books. 
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BAG STATEMENT 
Salaried Architects’ Problems 


(THE British Architectural Guild have 
issued a statement in which a sug- 
gestion is made that an independent com- 
mittee should be set up within the profession 
with a view to finding a solution to the 
particular problems of salaried architects 
which would be acceptable to the profession 
as a whole. The statement is as follows: 

The British Architectural Guild has kept 
faith with its original undertaking, given 
some months ago, not to embarrass the 
RIBA in its deliberations and discussions on 
the means for protecting the interests of 
salaried architects, the Guild having been 
advised that the RIBA is engaged in discus- 
sions with the Association of Building Tech- 
nicians, which has representation on the 
council of that body. 

From the outset the British Architectural 
Guild has been anxious to ensure that there 
is no split within the ranks of salaried archi- 
tects, and therefore has purposely refrained 
from any form of active recruitment, in the 
hope that discussions could be entered into 
with the RIBA and other interested pro- 
fessional organisations. The suggestion that 
discussions should take place was, however, 
rejected by the RIBA pending the outcome 
of their discussions with ABT, with the 
result that time continues to elapse and 
nothing tangible materialises. 

If, as has been reported in the technical 
Press, salaried architects have for many 
years felt that they have not been adequately 
represented, the fact that the ABT has been 
in existence throughout this period suggests 
that the section of the profession concerned 
is not desirous of placing its interests in the 
hands of that organisation, which, as is well 
known, is not limited in membership to 
architects. Notwithstanding this fact, it 
was surprising to see that while the negotia- 
tions or discussions between the RIBA and 
the ABT were under way, the ABT an- 
nounced that it had come to an agreement 
with the Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers and the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trades Workers to admit their 
members as members of ABT. 

If the ABT is to be democratically con- 
trolled, it seems fairly certain that the 
resulting governing body must be so diluted 
by the trades, that the profession of archi- 
tecture will have very small representation. 
Even if the proposed architectural member- 
ship of ABT is to be allowed to manage its 
own affairs, the overriding policies of ABT 
will still be controlled by the larger pro- 
portion of non-architect representatives. 


The British Architectural Guild, which 
was founded for the sole purpose of repre- 
senting the interests of salaried architects 
should, on that account alone, commend 
itself to architects. The question of repre- 
sentation on its council of management is, 
as has already been explained, a matter to 
be decided by the membership itself. 


In order to bring matters to a head the 
Guild therefore suggests that, without delay, 
an independent committee should be set up 
within the profession to consider the sug- 
gestions and claims made by the various 
organisations who are endeavouring to 
represent salaried architects, with a view to 
finding a solution which would be acceptable 
to the profession as a whole. 

The statement goes on to suggest that the 
architectural Press might like to take the 
initiative in inaugurating such a committee. 








Tim 
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An African Newsletter 


Johannesburg, November 5, 1954 


HE Golden Jubilee Congress of the 
National Federation of Building 
Trades’ Employers in South Africa has 
come and gone. Perhaps it is the sense 
of standing perpetually shoulder to 
shoulder always implicit among 
Europeans in a far country’ which 
produces enthusiasm, perhaps it is the 
fact that when you drive 1,200 miles or 
more to attend a conference you make 
sure it is going to be a good one: what- 
ever the reason this Congress in Durban 
seems to have been a highlight among 
South Africans as it certainly remains in 
the minds of the small British contingent 
fortunate enough to attend as official 
guests, 

Neither city is likely to be seriously 
upset if I describe Durban as the 
Brighton of South Africa. Both are 
famous as holiday resorts, and Durban’s 
Marine Parade—lined with hotels in 
almost every known style of architecture, 
from stucco-fronted four-storeyed build- 
ings of 12- and 14-floored point blocks— 
has something of the flavour of the most 
popular of South Coast watering places. 
The likeness is, of course, purely super- 
ficial. Brighton for instance has, as yet, no 
Zulu ricksha men, dressed in somewhat 
tatty ostrich feathers and _ profusely 
painted, nor has Durban anything 
approaching a pier. But both are holiday 
centres and the resorts of the hedonist. 
Durban, of course, has much more in 
that it is also one of the principal ports 
of the Union, being the end of the mail- 
ship run and the end also of the many 
pipelines by which sugar, the gold of 
Natal, reaches a hungry world. It is also 
popular as a place for the retired, and 
the Berea, the residential area on the hill- 
side, behind the city, is famous, 


This Jubilee Congress drew builders. 
architects and quantity surveyors, with a 
sprinkling of Government officials, from 


all over the Union, and from Southern 
Rhodesia too. It was clearly fitting that 
the 50th congress should be held in 
Durban for it was in the same city that 
the Federation was formally established 
in 1904, an event inspired (according to 
the official record compiled by Mr. H. C. 
Roberts, organising director from 1930 to 
1952) by W. R. Poyton, of Durban, who 
“ had returned from Britain where he had 
been very favourably impressed with the 
methods and achievements of _ the 
National Federation in that country.” 

H. C. (Bobs) Roberts, by the way, is 
one of the great personalities of the 
Federation. His term of office as organis- 
ing director coincided with a period of 
intense development, and it has been 
largely due to his wise guidance and 
personal charm and influence that the 
South African Federation has established 
itself in its present strong position. Its 
relations with the Government are excel- 
lent and it is able to secure for its mem- 
bers many benefits. For instance, it is 
laid down that no tender submitted by a 
Federation member for a building is to 
be opened if it is in competition with a 
builder who is unfederated. Builders are 
also able to ensure, through the Federa- 
tion, that tenders are opened on receipt 
and the results immediately communi- 
cated to the interested tenderers. The 
whole aim of the Federation, under the 
early direction of a handful of wise 
counsellors—who included men such as 
D. F. Corlett, J.. J.. Karkness, P. J. 
Hittinger, A. Barrow and J. Thompson— 
ably guided by Roberts, has been to 
establish the builder as a leading figure 
in the South African industrial field. 


Do not suppose that the builder’s life 
in the Union is free from troubles. He 
has great labour difficulties arising from 
the racial laws which tend to elevate the 
white artisan and restrict the coloured 
and native worker, in each case largely 
irrespective of his ability as a workman. 





Durban City Hall, showing West Street. 
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Ricksha boy, a Durban feature. 


He has difficulty over materials, and 
especially in regard to cement, and trans- 
port is a perpetual factor in the making 
of grey hairs. Railways in the Union 
being a state monopoly, the Government 
will not permit long-distance road trans- 
port to enter the field. In a country 
where much of the railway track is single- 
line only, there are many bottlenecks, and 
one of them at present concerns cement. 


The Congress, ably chaired by F. H. 
Radford (Durban), the reigning president, 
quickly got its teeth into this problem 
and sent off telegrams to the Ministers of 
Transport and of Economic Affairs ask- 
ing for import licences to be granted to 
assist in overcoming the shortages. 


South African cement manufacturers 
do not accept the claim that there is a 
shortage. They say that supplies are 
adequate but that distribution difficulties 
are preventing the flow to the coastal 
cities. Mr. R. T. Kruger (White’s South 
African Portland Cement Co.) supported 
this view in Congress and said that when 
one of his company’s plants had been 
extended, which was likely to be in 
March next, there would be no difficulty. 
Distribution still seems to be the key to 
the situation, and it may well be that 
there will be an immediate opportunity 
for British cement to find a ready mar- 
ket in Durban, East London, Port 
Elizabeth and the Cape. Meanwhile the 
Congress got a great Press all over the 
Union, and I gather that a breakdown of 
building is expected within the next few 
weeks in all coastal areas! There is no 
doubt that the industry, which uses rein- 
forced concrete almost exclusively, is in 
some difficulty. 


AN OBJECT LESSON 


One thing in which some other Federa- 
tions might copy South Africa is the 
enthusiastic manner in which resolutions 
are discussed. There is a complete lack 
of apathy and all the juice is squeezed 
from each successive orange. Housing; 
railway transportation; tendering proce- 
dure (a committee has been set up to 
make recommendations based on _ the 
Robertson report), apprenticeship (the 
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Congress considered compulsory atten- 
dance by apprentices at technical schools 
to be a complete waste of time); native 
housing (a very keen discussion based on 
able papers by T. H. Louw, chairman of 
the National Building Research Institute 
inquiry into Costs of Native Housing, and 
»y Case Bakker, the incoming President 
ind a great figure in Cape Town build- 
ing circles); and revision of the standard 
orm of contract to encourage better pre- 
olanning: these were some of the sub- 
jects which received full-dress discus- 
sion. 


Productivity was also keenly debated, 
ind it was here that our own Bob Lloyd, 
‘rom Birkenhead, scored perhaps the 
most signal success of the whole Con- 
gress when he spoke on the Anglo- 
American Productivity Report. As leader 
of the team, which made up that Report, 
it was only to be expected that he would 
know his subject, but a 50-minute talk, 
delivered in pungent style and without 
the use of a single note, brought the 
house down, It was a great effort and 
clearly succeeded in awakening the Con- 
gress to the need to study ways and means 
of improving building production. This 
can never be easy in a country such as 
South Africa where building labour is 
cheap, materials generally well distri- 
buted and in good supply, and where cost 
seems to be the least matter that the client 
worries about so long as the building goes 
up before the one next door. 


These same factors stand in the way of 
good architectural design, certainly in 
Durban and Johannesburg, for as soon as 
a client decides to build, he wants to see 
building activity on the site. Design 
means little to him and cost hardly much 
more. Whatever the building is like and 
whatever it costs, he can let or sell it. 
This was the opinion of a Durban archi- 
tect, confirmed by others in Johannes- 
burg, It may account for the few ex- 
amples of really forward-looking build- 
ings to be seen in the Union. 


OVERSEAS VISITORS 


To return to the Congress, the other 
overseas visitors, H. C. Harland (Presi- 
dent of the LMBA in 1943), and Ian M. 
Leslie (Editor of The Builder) were also 
invited to address the Congress on the 


subject of a proposed Institute of 
Builders. The quality of intake into the 
higher levels of building is causing 


anxiety in the Union, and the Federa- 
tion has for some years been considering 
setting up a body analogous to Great 
Britain’s Institute of Builders to provide 
a syllabus of training and examinations 
for the advanced levels of building. It 
was with a sense of shame that the British 
delegates heard that repeated approaches 
to the Institute had met with little re- 
sponse and even withdiscouragement, and 
that letters had gone unanswered, so 
that the South African Federation was 


now considering approaching — the 
Australian Institute of Builders for 
guidance. H.C. Harland, who outlined 


the scope of the Institute in London, and 
lan Leslie, who spoke on the possibilities 
of a Faculty of Building in which archi- 
tects, quantity surveyors and embryo 
builders could undertake training in 
parallel, were able to do something to 
reassure Congress that a further approach 
might now meet with a different recep- 
tion. 
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Single-storey houses for native workers, 
Langa, Cape Town. 
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For the rest, the Congress found time 
to play. Bob Lloyd took on the assembled 
might of South African golf and 
enhanced his already tremendous re- 
putation. He has already become some- 
thing of a legend in Union building 
circles. There were the routs and dinners 
common to all conferences but gaining in 
the spontaneity which seems a feature of 
uninhibited South Africa whose hospi- 
tality is surely unmatched anywhere in 
the world. The Federation staff, led by 
G. de C. Malherbe, the new Director, 
did a wonderful job of unobtrusive 
organisation, even to the extent of getting 
one of the British visitors into the 
Indian ocean at 6 a.m.! Proceedings 
ended with a presentation to H. C. 
Roberts and his delightful wife who has 
backed him so nobly through the years, 
and with the installation as President of 
Case Bakker, who is surely destined to be 
an outstanding holder of the principal 
office. Next morning your correspondent 
was winging his way in the early hours 
to Johannesburg, en route for the Game 
Reserve and Mocambique. 


I.M.L. 





AN ARCHITECTURAL 
ARGOSY 


The RIBA’s Second Travelling 
Exhibition 


MPHE first RIBA Travelling Exhibition 

in the series “The Architect and 
You,” entitled “Home and Surround- 
ings,” has now been seen by 48,000 people 
at 57 centres. The second is about to set 
sail: the theme is “ Your House,” and the 
first stop Luton, with a sister-ship ready 
for launching. Six blank screens will 
enable allied societies, chapters and 
branches to add “local colour” supple- 
ments. 

The layout is flexible, for adaptation 
to different spaces from village to town 
hall dimensions. Thirty panels present 
about as many houses, tailor-made to 
individual requirements, in three price- 
groups between £2,000 minus and £3,500 
plus. Brief explanations of each house 
are based on facts furnished by the archi- 
tects. In many of them the architects 
(whose names in all cases are given) have 
also advised on decoration, furniture and 
garden layout, and the photographs are 
wisely chosen with a high proportion of 
interior views. Six introductory screens 
give the case-history of an actual job, from 
choice of site to final payment, and a 
rounding-off one shows diagrammatically 
how the cost is apportioned, tactfully 
making the important point that the archi- 
tect’s (average) 6 per cent. may be less 
than the difference between two tenders. 

Taking architecture, and incidentally 
architects, to the public in this way at 
the most obvious point of impact— 
domestic design—is most desirable, and 
(frankly) overdue. The intransigeance of 
some sections of the profession is due per- 
haps to confusing advertising architec- 
ture with advertising architects and has 
set us back a lot. They sometimes quote 
such analogies as the BMA, but fail to 
notice the extent to which equally august 
bodies have “come off the perch,” and 
such factors as broadcasting, and par- 
ticularly commercial television, are likely 


to bring things down even nearer to earth. 

One can but hope that architecture’s 
will be a happy rather than a crash land- 
ing, for hasty decisions are to be avoided 
in the long journey we have before us 
until the public understands clearly what 
the architect does for his fee, and how 
and why. This the RIBA’s “ Number 
Two Stock Company” will present 
admirably on tour and, I hope, to crowded 
houses. What still remains* to be 
scripted, I think, is why the result may 
superficially look very different from a 
tradition which attained the same results 
in the light of contemporary methods and 
materials. 

Anyone who has had to address lay 
audiences on the subject will know that 
there is a lingering impression that the 
earmarks of contemporary design are 
chosen arbitrarily for zsthetic reasons 
rather than any logical process of thought 
resulting in improvement. Until the 
latter can be demonstrated clearly in the 
‘“‘layman’s language,” and he becomes as 
critically knowledgeable about his house 
as about his car or television set, we shall 
continue to meet the sort of resistance 
which makes the designer’s a double and 
sometimes a heart-breaking job, and 
domestic architecture will remain the 
Cinderella rather than the chatelaine of 
the arts. 

The hardest-boiled criticism still con- 
cerns itself mainly with the elevations, 
often while accusing the architect of being 
over-concerned with mere appearance, 
and ways of making some simpler plan- 
ning problems apparent, or even of invit- 
ing the layman “behind the scenes” to 
have a bash at them, are surely not 
impossible to find and translate into 
exhibitable terms. It would, however, be 
unfair to criticise the RIBA for what they 
have not in this instance set out to do, 
and an excellent beginning, to which 
follow-ups are needed and probably will 
be forthcoming has been made. Bon 
voyage to the Argosy! 

The exhibition will be on view at the 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, WI, from 
November 17 to 20 inclusive (Wednesday 
to Friday 10-7: Saturday 10-5). 

BasIL MARRIOTT. 
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South elevation from Broadgate. 


OWEN OWEN DEPARTMENT STORE, BROADGATE, COVENTRY 


Architects 
ROLF HELLBERG & MAURICE HARRIS, 
F/ARIBA 


Assistant Architects 
P. BEARD, ARIBA, & M. JARRET, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Structural Consultants 


SCOTT & WILSON 
Heating & Ventilation Consultants 
Ff. ROGER PRESTON & PARTNERS 
(Assistant : H. GARTSIDE, BSc) 
Quantity Surveyors 
HUGH A. LOW & USHERWOOD 
(Supervision by W. H. DINSMORE, FRICS) 


Builders 
BOVIS, LTD. 


Contract Manager: B. F. HEAPHY 


Site Manager: E. HAYNES 


le site offered to Owen Owen by the Coventry 


Corporation was very unusual, as it consisted’ 


of two separate and distinct units above and below 
ground level. 


The site for the superstructure was an exceptionally 
fine position to the north of Broadgate, the main 
square of the city, and was virtually an island site as 
planned. It is surrounded by roads on three sides 
and an arcade on the west. It is nearly square and the 
levels along the road frontages fall some 12 ft. 6 ins. 
from the south-west corner round to the north-west. 


Below ground, the Corporation offered the triangular 
basement of the previous store, destroyed by fire 
during the Coventry blitz, with its access tunnel and a 
detached loading dock. The basement area, being 
completely gutted, existed only as a large hole in the 
ground, its narrow southern tip alone overlapping 
the main site. 


Requirements.—The Corporation required that the 
superstructure should be 60 ft. high to roof level on 
the Broadgate frontage, this level being maintained for 
Trinity-street, and that it should be faced in materials 
similar to Broadgate House. 


They required that the basement, where outside the 
superstructure, should be constructed to take a double 
carriageway and provide support on its north wall for 
a future building frontage. Support was also to be 
provided in the south-west corner of the main site for 
the hotel link across the south end of the new arcade. 
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The negotiations were very lengthy, but this delay 
enabled a more than usually thorough design stage 
for the building. During this design stage, the 
Corporation agreed to several modifications, notably 
the raising of the Broadgate front by 3 ft. and the 
setting back of the hotel link. Extensions of the 
basement on its west side were also allowed to accom- 
modate service connections between basement and 
superstructure. ‘The promoters required a building 
with engineering services, receiving and despatch in 
the basements, sales, stock and offices in the super- 
structure, with the proportions of sales and non-sales 
space properly balanced. It was a condition that the 
building should be in reinforced concrete to economise 
in steel. 


The accepted scheme had, in addition to two base- 
ments, a main building consisting of five sales floors, 
of which two were at street level, and a contiguous 
stock building of equal height containing seven floors. 
At roof level, a penthouse accommodated public and 
staff restaurants, roof terraces, kitchens and _ staff 
offices. 


Two very major modifications took place during 
construction. ‘They were the temporary elimination 
of the penthouse and the change over to a central 
marking off system for handling stock. "These changes 
meant a complete replanning of the whole of the stock 
building and a change in use for the basement and 
third sales floors. 


The merchandise stocks come in by the tunnel or 
by a secondary street level entrance in the north-east 
corner of the main building and proceed to the third 
sales floor for checking, marking off and stocking. 
Only hardware and crockery remain in basement 
stockrooms. 'The stock building houses offices, 
workshops, staff cafeteria and kitchens, and extensions 
of sales floors. 





The proposed penthouse public restaurant is 
omitted for the present and a self-service restaurant on 
the lower ground floor is provided in its place. 


Construction.—The outer walls of the old basement 
were found to be 2 ft. 3 in. thick, and without tanking 
or reinforcement. 'Tests found no appreciable water 
pressure behind the walls and an apparently stable 
water table 1 ft. 9 in. below the old floor slab. 


The engineers decided to ignore the walls structur- 
ally and construct a beam and slab reinforced concrete 
basement within them. This structure had to be 
designed to take the weight of the new road con- 
struction and full Ministry of Transport loadings. 


The lower portion of the walls, the floor slab and 
foundations were all waterproofed with bituminous 
waterproof membrane, the upper walls being treated 
with bitumen paint. 


The main superstructure contains two forms of 
construction. In the sales area flat slab floors are 
supported by mushroom columns on a 27 ft. 6 in. grid, 
and in the stock mezzanines normal beam and slab 
construction is employed. 


Perhaps the most striking feature in the whole 
building is the unusual square tapered form of the 
columns supporting the flat slab. The normal shaft, 
conical column head and dropped slab invariably looks 
extremely clumsy unless very slender sections are 
possible and is difficult and expensive both for form- 
work and for final cladding. "The architects proposed 
the use of a tapered form for both shaft and table, 
encompassing the shaft, cone and table of the dimen- 
sions required by the British Standard Code of Practice. 


For the construction of these columns, pockets of a 
depth sufficient to accommodate the bond length of 
the column reinforcement were formed in the head 
and drop of the column underneath. Into these 
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First-floor and second mezzanine-floor plans. 


November 12 1954. 





Novembe 


r 


we 


12 1954. 


November 12 1954 





pockets the column reinforcement was inserted, thus 
dispensing with the need for splice lengths of rein- 
forcement and avoiding congestion of steel in the 
reduced section at the feet of the columns. 


The majority of the external walls are constructed of 
reinforced Phomene concrete of 90 Ib./cu. ft. density. 
This method gave the required insulation and provides 
sufficient strength to resist wind loading on an un- 
supported height of 15 ft. 9 in. between floors. The 
brickwork was added later, the concrete being painted 
with bitumen in the usual way before laying took 
place. It was found to be a quick and economical 
method. 


External treatment.—A very free hand was given to 
the designer by both the City Architect and by the 
building owner. The former stipulated that the 
Broadgate front should conform to the materials in 
use on adjacent buildings (mainly brown brick and 
Italian travertine) and should express the 60 ft. roof 
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line of the future hotel. The client asked only that 
the building should grow old gracefully, which is as 
near a perfect specification as any architect can wish. 


The elevational difficulties resulting from the varying 
numbers of floors, five in the adjacent hotel, four in 
the sales area and six in the stock section, were solved 
by treating the sales section as the dominant feature. 
It is expressed by a great window wall, some 44 ft. high 
and 110 ft. long, set in a projecting frame in a travertine 
background. The east end of the facade has a stop 
panel of brickwork, the small windows alongside 
picking up and preparing the eye for the change of 
fenestration on Trinity-street. 

On the east frontage, the different character of the 
stock and office floors is expressed by continuous high- 
level windows alternating with long strips of orange 
red briquettes. "These are set straight joint and are 
alternately 14 in. and 2 in. deep, producing a vertically 
fluted effect in contrast to the general horizontality of 
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Lower ground-floor showroom showing specially designed grid ceiling. (Right) Ladies’ shoe department on second mezzanine. 
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this fagade. The brickwork is reinforced horizontally 
with galvanised wire passed through the loops of the 
wall ties and was found to be very speedy in erection. 
The continuous windows are stopped by the projecting 
staircase tower, faced in concrete slabs with a grey- 
green granite surface, and the elevation is stopped by 
a vertical brick panel as on the south front. 


The east end of the north facade uses fluted concrete 
between windows of the staff rooms, but the sales 
section of the building is treated as a great cliff of 
brickwork, pierced only by _ porthole windows. 
This solid wall stops abruptly one bay from the west 
end and, in this important position immediately over 
the lower-ground-floor entrance, a complete sectional 
view of the sales floors, with all their varying colours 
and lighting, is revealed by glazing the full height of 
the building, thus dramatising the approach up the 
hill from the Burges. ‘The west face of the store is of 
brick punctuated with windows in the usual way. 





Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 

Burn Bros. (London), Ltd., plant for lifting sewage; W. J. Furse 
and Co., Ltd., Nottingham, lightning protection; Trussed Concrete 
Steel Co., Ltd., construction of basement; Permutit Co., Ltd., water 
softening plant; Sovex, Ltd., Erith, Kent, conveyor, waste paper 
chute ; William Briggs and Sons, Ltd., Leicester, waterproofing— 
basement; Atlas Sprinkler Co., Ltd., Swansea, sprinkler protection ; 
George Nichols, Ltd., Coventry, ” granolithic paving; Lamson 
Engineering Co., Ltd., centralised cash handling and document 
carrying system by Lamson Carrier Airtubes ; ; Dawnays, Ltd., steel 
framework ; John Gibbs, Ltd., Birmingham, steel windows ; Anselm 
Odling and. Sons, Ltd., fixing of slabs, etc. ; Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 
heating, hot water and ventilation ; Etchells, Congdon and Muir, Ltd., 
Manchester, 4, lifts; Lee Beesley and Co., Ltd., Coventry, electrical 
installation ; George Parnall and Co., Ltd., Bristol, shopfront installa- 
tion ; Peters Contractors, Ltd., Coventry, false ceilings. 

Campbell Denis and Co., Ltd. ., steel bracketing hangers; Tomei 
and Sons, Ltd., plastering ’to false ceilings; Roman Mosaic, Ltd., 
Tipton, Staffs, terrazzo ; Glass (Coventry), Ltd., Coventry, glazing ; 
Summers and Co., Chadwell Heath, wall tiling ; Stuarts Grano. 
Paving Co., Ltd., Stechford, Birmingham, 25, Grano. topped concrete 
flooring ; Refrigeration (Birmingham), Ltd., insulation work ; Robb’s 
Cement Enamel Finishes, Ltd., cement glaze ; Culford Art Metal Co. Ns 
handrailing and balustrading ; Southern Counties Plastering, Ltd., 
plastering ; Korkoid Decorative Floors, Glasgow, flooring ; Prodorite, 
Ltd., Wednesbury, Staffs, Prodorglaze ; Permanite, Ltd., Birmingham, 
asphalt tanking ; Dexion, Ltd., Dexion shelving ; Marley Tile Co., 

Ltd., near Burton-on- Trent, tiling ; F. R. Rodaway, Birmingham’ 
french polishing. 


OWEN OWEN DEPARTMENT STORE, BROADGATE, COVENTRY 





View from south- 

east of south and 

east elevations 

during construc- 
tion. 
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Council entrance. 


BURY TOWN HALL, LANCASHIRE 
Architects 
JACKSON & EDMONDS 
Structural Engineer Heating & Electrical Consultants 
FREDERICK HILL, MIStructE HOARE, LEA & PARTNERS 


Builders 
SPENCER & CLARKE, LTD. 





View of mayoress’s parlour. 





URY Town Hall is situated on an 
island site between Man- 
chester-road and Knowsley-street 
near the centre of the town. The 
design by Reginald Edmonds, 
FRIBA, was awarded first place in 
an open competition in 1936, 
assessed by Sir J. Hubert 
Worthington, OBE, ARA, MA, 
FRIBA, and has been carried out 
by Messrs. Jackson and Edmonds, 
chartered architects, of Birmingham. 
Work at the site was com- 
menced at the end of 1938 and the 
foundation stone was laid by the 
late Earl of Derby on April 14, 1939. 
In 1940, when the outer shell was 
complete, building work ceased and 
re-commenced in 1947, when work 
was begun on the interior. During 
the war parts of the building were 
used for ARP and other purposes. 
The aim has been to produce a 
building of simple dignity, having 
the robustness demanded by the 
site. Stancliffe stone has been 
chosen as appropriate for this 
purpose and strength has been given 
to the composition by the four 
pavilions. This general character 
has been maintained in the sculpture 
and the general external detailing. 
Flexibility of re-arrangement of the 
offices has been provided also to 
meet the changes of use from time 
to time. To achieve this, the 
interior of the building has been steel 
framed, staircases placed internally, 
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and the more static accommodation, 
such as rooms for heads of depart- 
ments, placed in the corners of the 
building. 

The building provides accom- 
modation for the corporation’s ad- 
ministrative staffs and for the 
council suite, reception suite and 
assembly hall. At the present time, 
the reception suite, its service rooms, 
the assembly hall and certain sec- 
tions of the ground-floor offices 
remain to be completed. The 
administrative departments already 
accommodated in the town hall 
are those of the town clerk, borough 
treasurer, borough engineer, 
children’s officer and director of 
public cleansing. Those still to be 
accommodated in the building are 
the medical officer of health, director 
of education, chief welfare officer 
and registrar of births and deaths 
for the Bury sub-district. 
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Longitudinal section. 


The materials used in the interior 
finishes of the building have been 
chosen for their suitability and 
character and to avoid recurring 
maintenance costs. In the offices the 
floors are of Rhodesian teak blocks, 
in the corridors and public stair- 
cases of cork tiles and in the chief 
officers’ rooms carpet with wood 
strip surrounds. 

The walls of the main entrance 
hall are decorated in white and 
grey in severe contrast to the 
Ashburton marble fins on _ the 
columns flanking the main staircase. 
The staircase, which is carpeted in 
red and has balustrades in bronze 
and decorative glass, leads up to 
the council suite. The upper part 
of the entrance hall and anteroom, 
also carpeted in red -with cream 
travertine margin and dado, give 
access to the council chamber. 

The council chamber has 


View of council chamber. 


























mahogany framed wall panelling 
with Tasmanian blackwood panels 
punctuated by figured blackwood 
panels beneath the windows flanked 
by ash burr margins. The doors are 
of "Tasmanian blackwood with elm 
and ash burr with six glazed panels 
set in ash frames. The seating of 
the council chamber is framed in 
mahogany and upholstered in green. 
The members’ desks are of 
Tasmanian blackwood and the dado 
to these is of straight grained 
English elm. 

The ceiling is coffered and con- 
tains panels of absorbent material 
for acoustic purposes. ‘The back 
walls to the two galleries are 
covered with a similar material. 
The artificial lighting to the council 
chamber is given by concealed 
fittings above the ceiling. The 
curtain panels are also floodlit 
from cill level. 
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The mayor’s and mayoress’s plane tree relief. The double doors bubinga and Japanese sen. The 
parlours are placed along the Man- which, ultimately, will lead to the remainder of the furniture is of 
chester-road side of the building and mayor’s reception and dining rooms mahogany with blue upholstery. 
are inter-connected. ‘The mayor’s are of elm burr. The sideboard and ‘The fitted carpet is surrounded by a 
parlour is panelled in bubinga with desk in this room are veneered in margin of mahogany. 
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Ground and first-floor plans. 
































The mayoress’s parlour has a low 
dado of solid ash with ash burr 
veneer panels. The doors are 
veneered in the same material, and 
the walls are covered with a paper 
of special design in pale blue-grey 
ground and cream pattern. The 
loose furniture is upholstered in 
light blue self-coloured tapestry on 
frames of English cherry, the desk 
being also in cherry. 

The town clerk’s room is situated 
in the south-east pavilion of the 
building and is panelled in Indian 
laurel with inlays of English 
sycamore. The bookcases are also 
made of the same materials. The 
floor has a margin of Australian 
blackbean trimming the fitted carpet. 
The furniture in this room is of elm 
taken from the piles of the old 
Waterloo Bridge in London used in 
conjunction with Indian laurel. 
The loose furniture is of Indian 
laurel upholstered in honey coloured 
hide. 

The whole of the joinery in the 
principal rooms was made on the site 
to the architects’ designs by local 
craftsmen under the direction of Mr. 
Frederick Haley, of Spencer and 
Clarke, Ltd., Bury, and who was 
personally responsible for much of 
the finer work. 

Mr. T. Wright carried out certain 
sculptural work and Mr. C. Norris 
was responsible for wood carving. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors: 


Stonework, John Dickinson and Co., Ltd. 
Bolton ; brickwork, G. W. Smith, Manchester ; 
plastering and decoration, T. Ormerod and Co., 
Ltd., Tottington; glazing and plumbing, George 
Brown and Sons, Tottington ; asphalt, Robin- 
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View showing treatment in an inquiry office. 


son Heys and Co., Blackburn; steelwork, 
Joseph Webb and Sons, Bury ; heating, G.N. 
Haden and Sons, Ltd., Birmingham ;_ metal 
windows, John Gibbs, Ltd., Birmingham ; 
north light patent glazing, Henry Hope and 
Sons, Ltd., Smethwick ; electrical installation, 
Greenhalgh and Duxbury, Bury; woodblock 
floors, Acme Flooring and Paving Co., Ltd., 
Barking ; lifts, Evans Lifts, Ltd., Leicester ; 
veneers, Wm. Mallinson and Sons. 
Ironmongery—balconies and main stair 
balustrade, James Gibbons Ltd. Wolver- 
hampton; second floor office doors, Wm. 
Higgins and Sons, Ltd., Bury ; cork tile floors, 
Mundet Cork Products, Ltd., Croydon; 
marble work, J. and H. Paterson, Ltd., Man- 
chester, and W. H. Fral ey and Sons, od 
Birmingham ; Ashburton marble work, W. W 
Jenkins and Co., Ltd., Torquay ; revolving 
doors, Samuel Elliott and Sons, Ltd., Reading ; 
decorative glazing, R. W. Armstrong and Co., 
Ltd., Manchester; balustrading to office 
stairs, etc. J. R. Pearson, Birmingham ; roofing 
felt, D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., Manchester ; 


sanitary fittings, Wm. E. Farrer, Ltd., Birming- 
— tiling, J. Duncan (Oldham), Ltd., Old- 
am. 

Terrazzo, Steffanutti Terrazzo, Ltd., Man- 
chester ; terrazzo tiling, A. Quiligotti and Co., 
Ltd., Manchester; upholstery to council 
chamber seats, Waddington’s (Bolton), Ltd., 
Bolton ; steel furniture, Milners’ Safe Co., Lt d. 
internal telephone, ‘Standard Telephones ; 
inter-comm., Inter Office Telephones, Ltd. ; 
fire alarms, J. F. Hancock, Ltd., Birmingham ; 
strong-room equipment, Chubb and Sons, 
Wolverhampton ; surfacing to forecourt, Val de 
Travers Paving Co., Ltd., Birmingham; 
lawns and planting, Bury Parks Department, 


Bury; flag pole, J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd. ; 
lightning conductors, H. G. Riddell, Liver- 
pool ; concrete floors, Flooring Contracts, 
Ltd.; reinforced concrete roofs, Trussed 


Concrete Steel Co., Ltd. 

Light fittings, Hailwood and Ackroyd, Ltd. ; 
special light fittings, Osler and Faraday, Ltd. ; 
electric clocks, Synchronome Co., Ltd. 
Wembley 


BURY TOWN HALL, LANCASHIRE 





Mayor’s parlour. 
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exposing the beauty in concrete 
reconstruction of 
The Church of All Hallows By The Tower, London 
Architects: Messrs. Seely & Paget, Chartered Architects. 
Builders: Dove Bros. Ltd., London. 


REDALON CEMENT RETARDER was used to provide a permanent texture and colour to the whole of the 
concrete roof structure. The red-brown of the exposed aggregate contrasting with the white 


of the Painswick Stone columns. 
The Redalon Method of beautifying concrete is more economical than other systems of artificial covering. 
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—the home of all that is best in modern‘: 
building practice. 

The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


N2 4/°EAGLE STREET: HIGH HOLBORN: LONDON: WLI 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 
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News of the Week 


SCHEME FOR STRATFORD 


WORK has begun on a building pro- 
ject designed to improve _ the 
approach to Shakespeare’s birthplace at 
Stratford-upon-Avon. The development is 
to be in Meer-street which links Rother 
Market with Henley-street, and a start 
has been made with a_ bow-fronted 
building for shops, offices and flats. 

r F. W Yorke, the architect, 
states that the pseudo-Tudor style has 
been avoided because the false would de- 
tract from the real gems of architecture 
in Stratford-upon-Avon, and similarly to 
build in a “dead” modern style would 
appear “to be equally ill-mannered.” 
Mr. Yorke hopes that the new buildings 
in modern manner with modern materials 
will take their place gracefully in this 
famous birthplace. 


THE €1TY LIP UP 


Sir Noe, Bowater, the former Lord 
Mayor, made a pilgrimage round the 
building sites of the City on Monday 
night to thank the builders working on 
its reconstruction for so enthusiastically 
carrying out his suggestion that they 
should floodlight their sites for the bene- 
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fit of guests going to Guildhall for the 
Lord Mayor’s Banquet. On his tour he 
saw work in progress worth some £50m. 


He was received at Holborn Circus by 
Mr. R. S. Williams, president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, 
and on all the sites he visited, leading 
representatives of the firms concerned 
were in attendance. Among them were 
Lord Ashcombe (Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts), Sir Frederick and Mr. 
F. G. Minter, Mr. Edwin McAlpine, Mr. 
R. I. Back (Mowlems) with Sir Thomas 
Bennett, Mr. A. N. Dove, Mr. L. J. 
Holloway and Mr. D. Wark (Trollope 
and Colls). 

After his tour, Sir Noél Bowater gave 
the following message to Mr. Williams 
for circulation to members of his Asso- 
ciation working in the City :— 

“On relinquishing my office as Lord 
Mayor I send to the builders of London 
my best thanks for all they are doing to 
rebuild the City. I have been greatly 
heartened by what I have seen to-day, 
and I thank the LMBA and their mem- 
bers most cordially for the enthusiastic 
way in which they received my sugges- 
tion for floodlighting the sites for the 
benefit of guests going to Guildhall for 
the Lord Mayor’s Banquet and for the 
effective way in which they have carried 





TWENTY-SEVEN-STOREY CITY OFFICE SCHEME.—A perspective of the 
scheme for a 27-storey block of offices in the City of London, to be known as New 
‘City House, which is being submitted to the Royal Fine Art Commission for approval 


‘after consideration by the City Corporatiou. 


The site for New City House, the 


plans for which have been prepared by Messrs. Felix Wilson and Partners, is bounded 


by Wood-street, Aldersgate-street and Barbican. 


The scheme is described as a 


bold but practical scheme to provide upwards of 1m. sq. ft. of office accommodation 
in the large devasted area in the north of the City. It is anticipated that, as many 
of the properties will be raised, a sense of spaciousness will be provided. Negotiations 
in respect of the land and buildings are being conducted jointly by Fones, Lang, Wootton 
& Sons and D. E. & F. Levy, agents to the Prince of Wales Theatre (Properties), Ltd., 
in which Mr. Charles Clore has a large financial interest, who propose to finance the 


development, which is estimated to cost about £5m. 


The main contractors will be 


Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd. Mr. Felix Wilson and Mr. }. H. Lundy, industrial 
consultant to Sir Robert McAlpine ©& Sons, Ltd., leave London Airport on 
November 20 to visit New York, Chicago and Ottawa to examine certain modern 
techniques in buildings which may be used in the new development for rapid construction. 
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it out. I hope the citizens of London 
will take advantage of the occasion and 
see the lights—and the sites—for them- 
selves.” 


BUILDING EDUCATION 


THE fifth annual conference on build- 
ing education, organised by the LMBA, 
is to take place at 47, Bedford-square, 
on November 19. The president, Mr. 
R. S. Williams, will preside. Representa- 
tives from the Ministry of Education and 
the Schools of Building in London are 
attending, and the chief subject for dis- 
cussion is craft and supervisory training. 


ARCHITECTS’ SUPPER 


A SUPPER of the Architecture Club 
was held at Chez Auguste, Soho, on 
November 4 under the chairmanship of 
the president, Viscount Esher, and was 
followed by a discussion on the Club’s 
proposed exhibition of architecture. 


INQUIRY INTO PLANNING 


THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE of the 
Town and Country Planning Association 
is due to take place on November 18 and 
19 at County Hall, Westminster, SEI, 
and it is proposed to assess the working of 
town planning legislation that has taken 
place in Britain since the end of the war. 
Divided into four sessions, the conference 
will deal with the pattern of development 
plans and planning inquiries procedure; 
the prospect and progress of new towns, 
and the expanding of country towns. 


NAIROBI POSTS 


THE city engineer’s department of 
Nairobi City Council invite applications 
for posts on the town planning and 
building inspection staff. The posts to 
be filled are (a) deputy city plannin 
officer, (b) building surveyor and (c 
town planning assistant. Details are 
given elsewhere in this issue. 


DEPUTY COUNTY ARCHITECT 


Mr. C. E. HARTLAND, AADip, ARIBA, 
has been appointed Deputy County 
Architect to Middlesex County Council. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. L. Mason Apps, ARIBA, AMTPI, chartered 
and registered architect, has moved his offices from 
11, Granada House, Maidstone, to 22a Gabriel’s Hill, 
Maidstone (tel.: Maidstone 51589). 


Mr. FRANK OSBORNE, quantity surveyor, has dis- 
continued his association with ‘* Survey House ”’ in 
Luton and has opened his office in Bedfordshire 
House, 16, King-street, Luton, Beds. (tel.: Luton 561) 
and would be pleased to receive trade catalogues at 
that address. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, November 11, 1854 


ENGINEERING WorKS FOR RUSSIA.— 
Tha Czar has long and largely bene- 
fited by the peaceful labours of our 
English engineers. He is about to have 
a specimen of what they can do in war 
times. A dozen at least of new floating 
batteries are said to have been ordered 
to be built, as strong as iron and wood 
can make them. They are to be pro- 
tected by plates of iron 4 inches thick, 
which have been tested and found to be 
ball and bomb proof. The decks will be 
of iron, 8 inches thick; but corrugated 
iron, of lighter though not less strong 
construction, has been recommended in 
preference. Each battery will be 
equivalent to a ship of 1,300 tons. The 
whole are destined for the Baltic in the 
spring. 
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Town Planning Institute 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


[N his Presidential Address to the Town 
Planning Institute on Thursday, 
November 11, Mr. ERNEST H. DOUBLE- 
pay, OBE, FRICS, MIMunE, having 
paid a tribute to the work of his prede- 
cessor, Sir William Holford, said that 
some three hundred members of the 
Institute were now practising in the 
Dominions and Colonies and their num- 
bers continued to rise. For this growth 
the Institute was largely indebted to Sir 
George Pepler, who had had a hand in 
founding most of the new branches. 
Continuing, the President referred to 
many matters of current interest to town 
planners. We take the following extracts 
from his address : — 


THE T AND C PLANNING BILL 


The cost of land for open spaces, he 
said, has often been “the straw which 
broke the camel’s back” of an 
authority hard pressed with the expense 
of meeting its housing and servicing obli- 
gations. This difficulty confronts all 
councils, whether they be county 
boroughs or parish councils. 

The effect of the new [Town and 
Country Planning] Bill’s provisions ap- 
pears likely to deter district councils from 
proceeding with the acquisition of open 
spaces shown in the Development Plan. 
Evidence is accumulating to show that 
before long this may well amount to a 
serious national problem. I have exam- 
ined two typical cases, one in a borough, 
the other a parish playing field. In both 
cases the cost of the land will, under the 
new rules, be over three times what it 
would have been under the old rules, 
even including the proposed 50 per cent. 
grant. 

What is the remedy? Any injustice 
to the owner of land marked in the De- 
velopment Plan for open space or allot- 
ments must be avoided. The financial 
basis of the new legislation is fixed and 
there would appear to be no flexibility 
which would allow a lower valuation to 
apply to “low return ” land such as open 
spaces and allotments. These items are 
both fundamental features of any 
Development Plan. 

The first remedy to examine would lie 
in a revision of Clause 50 (4) (b). This 
would allow more than 50 per cent. of 
the amount of approved expenditure to 
rank for grant. Another remedy, a dras- 
tic one, might be to reduce the standard 
of open space provision. This would be 
unpopular, for the present standard has 
only been established after great efforts. 

Other remedies to be examined might 
be to extend the period of loan sanction, 
or to reduce the rate of interest charged 
on loans for open space and allotments. 


URBAN RENEWAL 


The biggest planning problem facing 
our country at the moment is that of 
urban renewal. By this I mean not only 
slum clearance but the renewal—some- 
times removal—of industry, shopping and 
the other land uses to be found on, or 
just behind, the main approaches to most 
of our cities and towns. Change in these 
areas is continually taking place. It is 
always urban renewal even though the 
new character may differ from the old. 


In the centre of our towns vast sums of 
capital, both private and public, are 
locked up and cannot be written off. 
Because of the trend towards larger 
ownerships and the Government’s de- 
clared intention to reduce public housing 
subsidies, are we likely to see the gro 
of urban renewal by private enterprise? 
Is there any possibility of joint municipal 
and private action, each working in its 
separate sphere to bring about the re- 
newal of a blighted area? Is a new tech- 
nique for dealing with redevelopment 
ealled for? What I have in mind is that 
private enterprise may enter this field, 
with skilled technical planning advisers. 
If this happens, might not the planning 
authority adopt the practice of simply 
prescribing the renewed urban land use, 
as well as the character and bulk of build- 
ing required in the public interest, and 
leave the details to be worked out by 
private enterprise? 


AGRICULTURE AND LAND 
RECLAMATION 


The effect of urban development upon 
agricultural land is the constant concern 
of everyone interested in the right use 
of land. Much publicity has been given 
to this subject and various estimates of 
annual loss for the country as a whole 
have been bandied about. Some have 
been as high as 35,000 acres a year, some 
at an annual figure of 18,000 acres. I am 
in no position to say which figure should 
be accepted. I doubt if anyone really is! 
However, having had the opportunity of 
checking a number of “ official” esti- 
mates of land loss I should choose the 
lower figure. 

What about the reclamation of land 
which is not at present used to full capa- 
city or indeed is out of agricultural use 
entirely? A survey of land needing 
reclamation [in Hertfordshire] showed 
that there are over 3,000 acres of land 
in the county which are not gainfully 
employed and which are capable of being 
brought back to agricultural and forestry 
use. Much of this land is old woodland 
or scrub coppice, the result of clear fell- 
ing during the two world wars and fields 
not being cultivated. These areas if re- 
claimed for forestry or agriculture would 
made a substantial contribution towards 
offsetting the total amount of land used 
for building development. 

Another positive form of planning 
which town planners can promote with 
success is the reclamation of land worked 
for minerals. What will surprise most 
people is the considerable amount of re- 
clamation which is already being carried 
on in different counties. 

Many people, far too many, I regret to 
say, are inclined to believe that town 
planners have their heads in the clouds 
and are not bothered about the cost of 
their proposals. Any planning officer 
who has had to pilot his proposals 
through the planning committee and 
council knows how far from fact is this 
view. The skill of the town planner is 
taxed to the full in relating his ideals 
with his authority’s pockets. In no phase 
of planning has this more clearly been 
demonstrated than in the development of 
our blitzed cities and towns. Limitation 
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of capital expenditure and building mate- 
rials has dictated a pace much slower 
than we all wished. 


PRIVATE HOUSE BUILDING 


During the past two years there has. 
been a considerable upsurge of private 
house building. This development is 2 
welcome indication of the country’s in- 
creasing return to prosperity. It throws 
into relief, however, a situation quite 
ie from that which obtained before: 


Houses were then being built through- 
out Great Britain roughly in the propor- 
tion of four private houses to one by local 
authorities. Since 1945 the proportion 
has been five to one in the reverse direc- 
tion. This position, however, is rapidly 
changing to the point where private build- 
ing will be putting up as many houses 
as our local authorities. 

Design is only part of the problem. 
The scope for individual treatment of 
buildings of the size which is most popu- 
lar must inevitably be circumscribed. The: 
overall impression one gets of an area 
springs from its neighbourhood appear- 
ance. Whilst the value of design for in- 
dividual treatment, however limited in 
scope, is welcomed, layout and site plan- 
ning to get the best results from grouping 
plays a bigger part. My reason for say- 
ing this is that, as most planning officers 
know, questions of estate siting and lay- 
out, co-ordination with adjoining devel- 
opment, provision of community facili- 
ties, etc., are far more difficult to nego- 
tiate in private development than they 
are in its municipal counterpart. 

I know that building societies, whose 
development activities since the war have 
been phenomenal, are alive to the need 
for builders to be more interested in 
planning considerations, e.g., whether the: 
houses are well sited or will hold their 
value, the layout of estates, and the design 
of buildings. At the moment building 
societies are usually asked for a loan 
when the matter has gone too far for lay- 
out and design to be influenced. 

This problem is so widespread and 
touches so many interests that I believe 
a special joint effort is called for. I there- 
fore propose to make approaches to the 
professions and —— interests in- 
volved with a view to exploring the possi- 
bilities of improvement in _ present 
methods, and ways and means of bring- 
ing this about. I hope that the response 
to these approaches will be fruitful. A 
meeting of the interests mentioned could 
go a long way to seeing that the country 
gets the best results from the agricultural 
land it is sacrificing, and the best value 
for money in its private house building. 


NEW TOWNS 


The new towns have made a marvellous 
contribution to the country’s housing 
drive. With the exception of a handful, 
all of these houses are of practically the 
same size and character. Is private de- 
velopment coming into the new towns? 

With our preoccupation in seeking to 
achieve a rate of building which will 
arouse undoubted admiration as a tech- 
nical accomplishment, are we in danger 
of writing “single class” indelibly over 
the new towns? Is it not time that we 
turned our efforts to attracting private 
development of all kinds into the new 
towns? Now is the time to raise these 
questions for consideration. 
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BURGLAR & FIRE ALARM CO.LTD. 


Shops of all types, arcades, kiosks, factories, warehouses, business premises, public 
houses, clubs, private houses, mansions, etc. 

Protection can be given to every window, door, wall, floor and ceiling in a building 
or can be limited to a single room, cupboard or safe, according to customer’s 


TYPES OF ALARMS 


requirements. 


OPEN CIRCUIT ALARM.—This is 
essentially a simple form of alarm for installation 
in private houses or small lock-up shops where the 
valuables to be protected do not warrant the 
fitting of more comprehensive systems. It is 
widely in use and fulfils a real need where the 
security offered must be measured against the 
question of cost. 


CLOSED CIRCUIT ALARM.—This 
is the standard Rely-a-Bell Burglar Alarm and it 
is widely and successfully used for the protection 
of valuable property of every description. Many 
thousands of factories, larger private houses and 
shops have been protected for many years by these 
alarms. Interference with the installation by an 
intruder immediately operates. the alarm. In 
addition to the outside alarm bell, this system can 
be adapted to operate external and internal flood- 
lighting of the building if required. 


CENTRAL STATION ALARM.—The 
Rely-a-Bell Central Station Alarm will provide 
remote control of all types of buildings. When 
installed in the London area—any attempted 
burglary is automatically and instantaneously re- 
corded on the Central Station Control Board at 
Rely-a-Bell’s premises, manned day and night 
throughout the year. 

In the Provinces the protected premises can be 
linked to any desired control point such as the 
local Police Station, Chauffeur’s quarters, etc. 
In all instances positive contact with the police 
ensures rapid co-operation; it also affords pro- 
tection against the misuse of the proprietor’s own 
keys or duplicates. 


Vf 54 WILSON ST., (Fingoary Sq.) LONDON, E.C.2 
Telephone: oo 1955 {5 lines) 


* RELY-999.’—This is the most advanced of all 
‘999° burglar alarms a’ it embodies a number of 
patented and exclusive safeguards against inter- 
ference with the installation by the experienced 
burglar. As entry is attempted, ‘ Rely-999° 
silently and automatically dials an emergency call 
and announces to the police the address of the 
premises being burgled. It is adaptable for 
installation in any private or commercial 
premises. 


*RELY-EX’ SECURITY SYSTEM.— 
This is an essential protection for Jewellers and 
other shops displaying articles of high value. 
It is the latest and most effective anti-smash-and- 
grab device available and allows a completely 
unobstructed view of the goods on display thus 
attracting maximum interest and sales. Any 
attempt at smash-and-grab immediately and 
automatically secures the valuables out of reach 
—out of danger. 


NIGHT WATCH SERVICE.— The 
installation of this system fulfils a valuable need 
in factories, warehouses and other business 
premises where periodic checks on the night 
watchmen are required to counter the possibility 
of attack, illness or slackness. 


BANDIT ALARM. — This is a specially 
designed alarm for the protection of jewellers, 
banks, post offices and wages clerks, etc., against 
‘hold-up ° thieves. It is economical to install and 
quite invisible to the would-be bandit.’ At the 
first sign of danger, anyone behind the counter 
can, without apparently moving a muscle, operate 
the alarm—a loud warning bell. Though the 
alarm is set off by the slightest pressure of the foot, 
it allows free movement behind the counter. 


TIB 106 








THE BUILDER 


November 12 1954 


FINE BUILDINGS::: 


Everywhere these days you can see really 
fine buildings—attractively designed 

and really well-built. Such a building 

is illustrated below— 

Popham House, Home for the Blind, 
Wellington. 

For the County of Somerset. 


County Architect: R. O. Harris, F.R.I.B.A. 
Assistant Architect: D. J. Simpson, 
A.R.I.B.A. 


Contractors : H. Hoskings Ltd., 
Langport. 

... and, of course, with FINLOCK 
GUTTERS—chosen from the viewpoint 
of efficiency, attractive appearance 

and economy. Modern architects 
specify FINLOCK—there are so many 
reasons for doing so. 





FINLOCK 
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ESTIMATING 














DELIVERIES 














GUTTERS LTD 


Head Office: FINLOCK HOUSE, 25 FRANT ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 


Telephone : Tunbridge Wells 3396/9 


Free assistance available on 
any site. 


We take off quantities and are 
completely responsible for 
seeing that correct goods arrive 
on site at stated time. 


Our transport covers the 
British Isles with a 24-hour 
Service. 


We deliver to all parts of England, Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland. 


Works at: Southborough, Kent ; Royston, Herts ; Cwmbran, S. Wales ; Crewkerne, Somerset ; Leeds, Yorks; 
Wakefield, Yorks ; Musselburgh, Scotland; Belfast, N. Ireland. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The Planning Bill 


DURING the committee stage of the 

Town and Country Planning Bill in the 
House of Lords on Monday and Tuesday 
last week, when the House was faced with 
164 amendments, the LorD CHANCELLOR 
introduced a new clause to enable acquiring 
authorities to make additional payments for 
development value which existed in 1947, 
but which was not the subject of a claim on 
the £300m. fund. 

He said that the clause required that the 
appropriate authority, which would generally 
be the Minister confirming the compulsory 
purchase order, should be satisfied that the 
claim would Have been established if made. 
If the appropriate authority was so satisfied 
a certificate would be issued by the Treasury 
saying whether another clause of the Bill 
would have applied and specifying the 
amount of the unexpected balance which 
would have been payable. 

There was also provision for additional 
payments by the acquiring authority up to 
the amount specified in the certificate, if 
the confirming Minister was of the opinion 
that it was just and reasonable that pay- 
ment should be made. In the Government’s 
view it was necessary that the confirming 
Minister should have discretion, as the 
clause provided, on the point whether a pay- 
ment should be made and of what amount 
within the maximum. 

If the clause conferred an absolute right 
to a payment there would be no means of 
avoiding payment in cases where it would 
plainly be inappropriate. To provide for 
a payment as of right would entail the laying 
down of precise and elaborate rules to bind 
the authorities concerned and the Lands 
Tribunal. There would be no appeal to that 
tribunal as it was a Ministerial discretion. 
The Government could not accept the prin- 
ciple of retrospection. He was sure that 
everyone would be glad to know that any 
case like that of Mr. Pilgrim, which had 
worried the country, would be prevented in 
future by the machinery in the Bill. 

LorD SILKIN, for the Opposition, agreed 
that the principle of the clause was right, 
but he was not sure that the Government 
had given the question of machinery enough 
thought. He hoped the Government would 
be prepared to examine the clause again 
to see whether the person who was suffering 
hardship could not be given a further right 
of making representations, or of seeing or 
talking to somebody about whether he came 
within the scope of the Act, and whether he 
would have had an unexpended balance of 
established claim if he had done the right 
thing at the right time. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On Thursday when a similar Bill relating 
to Scotland was introduced for second read- 
ing, the Lord Chancellor indicated that a 
similar amendment would be moved on the 
committee stage of that measure. 


CUMBERNAULD DEVELOPMENT 


On October 26, Mr. ForMAN asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what finan- 
cial and administrative obligations he had 
asked the Glasgow Corporation to under- 
take in the development of the new town at 
Cumbernauld. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, Under Secretary, 
Scottish Office, said that the questions which 
the Secretary of State had under discussion 
with Glasgow Corporation in connection 
with the suggested development at Cumber- 
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nauld included matters of finance and 
administration, but he was not in a position 
to make a statement in detail until he had 
the views of the Glasgow Corporation on 
these questions, 

Mrs. MANN asked Commander Galbraith 
if he was aware that the areas around Cum- 
bernauld, including Airdrie, were waiting to 
find out whether draft orders would be made 
so that they could make their representa- 
tions. Could the draft orders be speeded up? 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that the 
Secretary of State was doing everything he 
could to that end. 

Cot. GOMME-DuNCAN said that many of 
them had grave doubts about the principles 
of the new towns, and asked how much 
agricultural land would be involved. 

Mr. RANKIN said that if Col. Gomme- 
Duncan had as little land for housing as 
Glasgow had he would not have any doubts 
in the matter. 

Mr. McINNEs asked why it was necessary 
to discuss the financial implications with the 
Glasgow Corporation for the only new town 
suggested to deal with its overspill, when 
London had already had eight new towns to 
deal with its overspill and had not been 
asked to make any contributions. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that the 
conditions were not anything like simiiar. 


SAND AND GRAVEL SUPPLIES 

On November 1, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Minister of Works what action had been 
taken to safeguard the future supplies of 
sand and gravel for the building industry. 

Mr. NIGEL Bircu said that the reports 
of the Advisory Committee on Sand and 
Gravel appointed in June, 1946, were 
brought to the attention of local planning 
authorities by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. With due regard for 
other interests, the committee had recom- 
mended certain areas in each locality for 
sand and gravel working. The committee 
believed that the areas recommended would 
provide reserves for the next 50 years. 

Mr. Dopps also asked what were the 
estimated available sand and gravel deposits 
that could be worked; and how long he 
estimated they would provide for the needs 
of the building industry. 

Mr. Bircu said no estimate could be 
made of the total reserves of sand and 
gravel available, but the reports of the 
advisory committee showed that in certain 
areas, notably the -Metropolitan area, 
reserves that could be worked without 
damage to other interests were likely to be 
exhausted in less than 50 years. Provision 
could be made in development plans, which 
were subject to five-yearly revision, for the 
progressive allocation of land for the work- 
ing of sand and gravel. 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 

On November 2, Mrs. LENA JEGER asked 
the Minister of Works what steps he had 
taken to encourage local authorities to ask 
tenderers to sign a certificate of non-collu- 
sion; and what the results had been. 

Mr. Bircu, in reply, asked Mrs. Jeger to 
await the statement which he had promised 
to make as soon as he could. 

Mrs. JEGER also asked what was the total 
value of contracts placed by his department 
with tenderers who had refused to sign the 
certificate of non-collusion since the intro- 
duction of the certificate; and what propor- 
tion this represented of his department’s total 
contracts. 

Mr. BircH: In the time available I have 
not been able to get out full figures, but 
during the period January 1, 1953, to 
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September 30, 1954, the value of contracts 
placed with firms who had not signed the 
declaration was some £4,175,000. This was 
about 10 per cent. of the total value of works 
contracts placed by my department during 
the same period. 


TOWN PLANNING APPEALS 


Mr. ReeEs-Davies asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if he would 
state the number of town planning appeals 
decided by the Minister month by month 
from January 1, 1953, to date, and the 
number of appeals lodged but discontinued 
before hearing during the same period, 

Mr. SANDYS, in a written reply on 
November 3, stated:—The information asked 
for, about appeals under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, is set out below. 
The figures for appeals withdrawn include 
cases where the withdrawal was made at, or 
following, the inquiry or hearing, and cases 
in which it was decided that the Minister 
had no jurisdiction or that no permission was 
required for the proposed development. No 
separate record is kept of such cases, but 
they are comparatively few. 


Month Appeals Appeals 
1953: decided withdrawn 
January ... jn ane ae 164 79 
February... ve an ve 184 72 
March ... pee ans aa 173 112 
April a ha aa ve 147 138 
May pes hee tea ne 145 93 
June rnb pon ais aa 184 111 
July Pee: ae aKa “ 197 107 
August ... ie aan os ae 93 
September ia ‘us de 197 140 
October ... ae a a 205 131 
November cat am ws ae 138 
December a on si 187 127 
1954: 
January ... “ oa poe 212 160 
February... aes ms one 276 153 
March ... a aa aa 350 172 
April Aa ee oe ... 243 104 
May ada pe ‘ais . a 166 
June eet -_ vis aaa 278 116 
July hs ae av inxs 174 
August ... ‘a? pe xia 278 125 
September ade oe 299 153 


FINAL CONTRACT PAYMENTS 


Sir ALFRED Bossom (Maidstone C.) asked 
the Minister of Works, if he was aware that 
the method often followed by Government 
departments of delaying the final and other 
payments for new building work for a con- 
siderable time, added substantially to the 
cost involved; and if he would consider in- 
troducing an arrangement such as was used 
in the United States of America, where the 
final payment was generally made within 
30 days, and a bond accepted to take care of 
any contingencies which may arise. 

Mr. BircH, in a written reply last Friday, 
said: The whole question of payments on 
building contracts, including retention money 
and the alternative of bonds or guarantees, 
has recently been considered by an inter- 
departmental working party set up by my 
predecessor. The report will be published 
shortly and I am sending Sir Alfred a copy. 

Str ALFRED Bossom also asked the 
Minister of Works if he would consult his 
colleagues to save expense and time now 
involved in any large building undertaking, 
by inspiring a plan so that all the necessary 
permits, which now took anything up to a 
year to obtain, could be provided in a month 
to six weeks, as was done in many other 
countries, and all from one authorising body. 

Mr. BIRCH, in a written reply on Friday, 
said: I hope the abolition of licensing will 
be a contribution to the end Sir Alfred has 
in mind. I agree that it is desirable that the 
procedure for obtaining the permits to build 
should be as simple and speedy as possible, 
but I do not think it would be practicable 
to have one authorising body to cover all 
the interests involved. 
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SPECIALISTS AND 
SUB-CONTRACTORS 


Warning of Threat to Architect's 
Authority 


WARNING that the “ teaming-up” 

experiments being conducted in some 
quarters between architects and contractors 
might eventually lead to the architect losing 
some of his authority as the acknowledged 
leader of building operations under a contract 
was given by Mr, FRANK WOODCOCK, presi- 
dent of the Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Sub-Contractors, at the 
Federation’s annual luncheon in London on 
November 4. The Federation’s chief guests 
were Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Defence (who had accepted the invitation 
while still Minister of Housing), and Mr. 
Nigel Birch, the new Minister of Works. 

Mr. Woodcock said that the production of 
houses had risen under the inspiration of 
Mr. Macmillan and Sir David Eccles to a 
figure where the brake must be gently 
applied—and the increase had not been at 
the expense of other forms of building. The 
abolition of licensing restrictions was a step 
in the right direction. It provided a further 
opportunity for increased output and 
should assist manufacturers to reduce costs. 
A start would, he hoped, soon be made on 
the problems of slum clearance and on re- 
conditioning the existing stock of houses, 
many of which could be accommodated 
quite easily to modern requirements. 

“That was in our minds when we first 
invited Mr. Macmillan,” Mr. Woodcock 
continued. “We represent trades which 
have not been considered up to now to be 
concerned with housing. I am not sure. 
however, whether that is still true. Last 
year I had occasion to comment on a recent 
investigation by the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research which showed that 
our members were making a considerable 
contribution in this sphere. I believe that to 
be continuing, and I suspect—and hope— 
that the trend js to sub-contract to specialist 
firms more and more of such work. That 
would compare with American experience if 
I can judge by the extracts from Mr. Maisel’s 
book now being published in the *technical 
Press. 

THE ARCHITECT’S ROLE 


“ Finally, I want to make one reference 
to the experiments of which we have heard 
in ‘teaming up’ architects and contractors,” 
said Mr. Woodcock. “I know the argu- 
ments that this may lead to savings: but I 
think we shall have to watch very closely the 
consequences. First, I am afraid that the 
association at the design stage of a general 
contractor with the architect may lead to a 
retreat of the latter to the field of design only 
and that on the business aspects of the con- 
tract he may become of less weight than his 
contractor partner. 

“For our part, it has been to the architect, 
as acknowledged controller of all the opera- 
tions under a building contract, that we have 
looked as arbiter in any disagreement. We 
should be very reluctani to see that position 
changed. Furthermore, effective teams 
seem likely only to be formed between estab- 
lished architects and large contracting firms. 
I do not like the idea of loading the odds 
against the young architect and the medium 
sized firm.” 

Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Defence; Mr. P. C. Ford, the Federation’s 
president-elect; and Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, 
FIOB, president NFBTE, also spoke. ° 


* These extracts, the last of which appears today, 
have been serialised in The Builder. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
Figures for Third Quarter, 1954 


T= Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 
number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during September was 31,413 compared 


with 28,516 in September, 1953. 


In the first nine months of 1954, 256,110 permanent houses were completed compared with 


225,863 in the same period of 1953. 


Detailed figures at the end of September were: 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 

















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 

Post-war Post-war Completions 

total to Completi Completi total to Completions in 1954 
Sept. 30, | in September| in 1954 to Sept. 30, | in September to 
1954 1954 Sept. 30 1954 1954 Sept. 30 
Local authorities sap «| 1,404,037 20,365 174,445 1,209,805 17,196 148,088 
Private ones omg ae re 306,349 8,979 64,235 293,561 8,632 2,246 
Housing associations ... : 29,812 1,487 12,092 28,859 1,449 11,977 
Government departments... 45,448 552 5,086 41,421 462 4,677 
Wa) ee ee rebuilt: one “ _ po 
ocal authorities r -- m _ 

(2) Under licence 36,069 30 215 85,660 21 206 
Total ... 1,831,160 31,413 256,110 1,617,961 27,760 227,231 




















PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 














GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 

Under Under Under Under Under Under 

construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 
: 2 30, M we 31 Ss f 30, Ji re 30 Mi af 31 

t. 30, Ji L fare: ept. 30, ‘une arc ’ 

S54 “1954 1954 ” 1954 1954 ° 1954 
Local authoritiest 219,286 224,872 223,232 182,702 189,198 187,502 
Private builders... és . 76,827 73,446 64,844 73,772 70,412 62,099 
Housing associations ... wed 6,866 9,160 11,050 6,749 9,059 10,944 
Government departments . 8,759 8,385 7,473 7,561 7,280 6,452 
War destroyed houses rebuilt : ' 

(1) Local authorities on 13 22 ae 13 22 27 
(2) Under licence mi 384 420 425 336 371 376 
Total ... 312,135 316,305 307,051 271,133 276,342 267,400 























* Cmd. 9295. Housing Return for England and Wales, September 30, 1954. HMSO, price 1s. 3d. Post-free 1s. 44d. 


* Cmd. 9294. Housing Return for Scotland, September 30, 1 


954. HMSO, price 1s. Post-free 1s. 14d. 


+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
The following are estimates of the number of male operatives aged 16 and over employed 


on the construction of new permanent houses and the preparation of housing sites in England 
and Wales at the dates stated: March 31, 1954, 279,200; June 30, 1954, 289,700; August 31, 
1954, 289,300. These figures do not include the number of building and civil engineering workers 


directly employed by local authorities. 


The number of such workers was 18,318 in September, 


1954. The number of operatives engaged on repair and maintenance to existing houses (including 
conversions, adaptations, extensions, etc.) was estimated to be 153,700 in May, 1953, the latest 


date for which figures are available. 


HOUSING SITES 
The position in regard to the acquisition and 
development of permanent housing sites by 
local authorities at the following dates was: 








PERMANENT HOUSES—PRIVATE 
BUILDERS 
The number of houses on licences or 
approvals issued to private persons and the 
number of houses completed up to the end of 
September, 1954, have been as. follows: 














Number of dwellings to be provided 
July 31, June 30, | Sept. 30, 
1945 1954 1954 
Sites of which right 
of entry obtained} 305,230* | 1,697,004 | 1,725,169 
Site development 
begun... -..| 107,825 1,589,253 | 1,622,376 
Site development 
completed ees —_— 1,408,800 | 1,452,627 
*Estimate 


““NEW TRADITION ” HOUSES 
The position in regard to permanent “‘ new 
tradition ’’ houses erected by local authorities 
at September 30, 1954, compared with that at 


June 30, 1954, was as follows: 











Number of houses 
June 30, Sept. 30, 

1954 1954 

On tenders approved 269,491 278,579 
Construction begun aab ...| 257,940 268,006 

Under construction at end of 

period ... res se ++] _ 29,900 30,139 
Completed 228,040 237,867 

















Number of houses 
June 30, | Sept. 30, 
1954 1954 
On licences issued wa «| 372,425 401,338 
On approval with grant under 

Section 3 of the Housing 

(Financial Provisions) Act, 

1938 (as amended) oa 3,211 3,305 
Construction begun is -.-| 339,970 367,333 
Under construction at end of 

period ... e «| 70,412 73,772 
Completéd 269,558 293,561 





The figures shown above do not include 
houses built in replacement of those destroyed 
during the war. 


HOUSES IN NEW TOWNS 

The progress made in the provision of 
permanent houses by New Town Development 
Corporations up to September 30, 1954, has 
been as follows: 





| Number o houses 





On tenders approved 
Construction begun che kes 
Under construction at end of period 


Completed 


39,089 
35,461 
11,114 
347 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
CONSULT 


HOPES 


pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and friction hinge 
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HOPE’S DOUBLE PANEL SCREENS 





A flush-surface screen in which dust-catching Fig. 
ledges are practically non-existent. Ideal for 
hospitals, offices, laboratories and special 


process rooms. 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


MEMBER OF METAL aary ¢ MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
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Fig. 1.—A complete roof framework erected on the ground. 


A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN BARREL VAULT 
ROOF CONSTRUCTION 


WHILE shell concrete barre] vault 

roofs have many excellent quali- 
ties, as a result of which they are in- 
creasing in popularity, they have certain 
inherent handicaps such as slow speed of 
construction, expense, and the low insu- 
lation value of the concrete shell. In 


Fig. 2.—In this case, the end gable stiffeners consist of 
beams with flat soffits, glazed in between. 


Fig. 4.—In several cases the end stiffening beams have been 
formed in reinforced concrete, and the framework bolted to them 


by holding-down bolts. 


order to overcome these difficulties the 
system of barrel vauit roof construction 
described below has been developed. 
The new method consists essentially of 
a basket-like framework of longitudinal 
members with transverse curved ribs and 
diagonal bracings which may be con- 
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structed of tubes or small structural sec- 
tions of steel or suitable alloys, and which 
is curved to the shape of the barrel. This 
shape need not be a circular arc, but can 
be a curve with two centres giving a 
shape approximating to an ellipse. In 
fact, almost any shape of cross-section 
including north light can be readily used. 
In most cases it is found that welding 
is the most satisfactory method of con- 
structing these frameworks, and for the 
purpose of prefabrication ‘they are fre- 
quently made in panels of about 25 ft. 
to 30 ft. long by 6 ft. to 8 ft. wide in the 
workshop, and sent to the.site to be 
bolted together into the complete frame- 
work. The ends of the barrel are held 
rigidly by stiffening beams or ribs which 
can also be of steel skeleton construc- 
tion, and to which the panels are bolted 
or welded. A complete framework erected 
on the ground is shown in Fig. 1. 


THE GABLE STIFFENERS 


The end gable stiffeners can be above 
or below the shell and can be either ribs 
following the curve of the shell or beams 
with flat soffits. If the latter, the beams 
can either be filled in with lightweight 
concrete and rendered, or in some cases 
the tubes can be left exposed and glazed 
as shown in Fig. 2. An alternative to 
the gable stiffening beam is to use panels 
at each end, of the same curvature as 
the barrel, giving a hipped effect, which 
is shown in Fig. 3. This is economical 
in steel weight, and has the advantage of 
avoiding the change in type of construc- 
tion between the shell and the stiffening 
beam. In several cases the end stiffening 
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Fig. 3.—An alternative to the gable stiffening beam is to 
use panels at each end, 


giving a hipped effect. 


Fig. 5.—Where conditions are suitable, the whole frame, with 
temporary or permanent stiffening beams, can be lifted in one 


and quickly swung into position. 































































positioned in one piece. 


beams have been formed in reinforced 
concrete, as in Fig. 4, and the frame- 
works have been attached to them by 
holding-down bolts. Where conditions 
are suitable the frameworks can be 
bolted together on the ground complete 
with stiffening beams if these are of steel, 
or with temporary stiffeners where the 
framework rests on reinforced concrete. 
The whole barrel can then be lifted in 
one, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, by cranes, 
and very quickly and easily swung into 
position. On some jobs, however, it is 
impossible to get cranes conveniently 
near, and in these cases the panels can 
be erected on light scaffolding, which in 
most cases need only be placed where 
the panels are jointed. 


PERMANENT SHUTTERING 


Following the assembly of the frame- 
work the next step is to attach the per- 
manent shutter. This can be in the form 
of stiffened expanded metal lathing. 
which has proved successful on most of 
the roof area already constructed. An 
alternative which is being developed is 
to use an asbestos cement or fibre board 
which is held to the underside of the 
framework through the usual arrange- 
ment of metal fixing tees. Top light can 





Fig. 6.—Another example of a complete roof frame being 
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be arranged either in 
the form of indivi- 
dual lights, each giv- 
ing a clear opening 
of just under 3 ft. 
square, or a central 
lantern light. Where 
individual lights are 
used these can be 
either precast rein- 
forced concrete filled 


in with lenses, or ~ 
wired roughcast, or 
alternatively, alu- 


minium frames with 
wired roughcast, or 
with heat excluding glass if it is de- 
sired to use the advantage given by the 
high insulation value of the roof to the 
full extent. It is usually possible to 
have a fairly high percentage of lighting 
area if required, as shown in Fig. 7, where 
the glazed area is approximately 30 per 
cent. of the floor area. In many cases 
it is convenient for the permanent shutter 
and the lights to be fixed to the frame- 
work while it is still on the ground, but 
in other cases it is easier to fix these 
when the framework has been erected. 


The concrete shell enclosing the tubu- 
lar framework is formed of lightweight 
concrete consisting of lightweight aggre- 
gate of coarse and fine grades with Port- 
land cement. By this means the self- 
weight is much reduced, and a high in- 
sulation value obtained, a U value of 
less than 0.2 being usual. Vermiculite 
concrete of a suitable mix, with the addi- 
tion of a wetting agent, having a dry 
weight of about 40 Ib. per cu. ft., gives 
quite a satisfactory result, and this is 





Figs. 8 and 9.—Detail and general view of the lightweight concrete shell in process of 


application. 
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Fig. 7.—The system allows a high proportion of roof lighting 
area ; in this case approximately 30 per cent. of the floor area. 


applied generally in two layers to a total 
depth of 34 in. to 4 in., as shown in Figs. 
8 and 9. The top surface of this vermi- 
culite concrete can be brought up to a 
smooth finish to receive bituminous felt, 
or asphalt, as shown in Fig. 10, and this 
finish is very much preferable to the addi- 
tion of a cement and sand screed. It 
should be emphasised that the vermiculite 
concrete used is very different from the 
vermiculite concrete generally used for 
screeding, and gives amply sufficient 
strength when combined with the 
stiffened expanded metal lathing or with 
mesh reinforcement to carry the 
loads imposed by maintenance work or 
snow load. The major forces set up by 
the beam section of the barrel are carried 
by the steel framework, but the concrete 
has an important function in increasing 
the natural stiffness of the construction 
and giving some measure of lateral 
stability to the individual members. 
Where expanded metal lathing is used 
aS a permanent shutter the soffit now has 
to be rendered, and this can be done 
either in cement and sand, as in Fig. 11, 
or with lightweight plaster, the latter 
giving .a further degree of insulation. 


RAPID CONSTRUCTION 


In view of the considerable degree of 
prefabrication which it is possible to ob- 
tain, and the fact that the barrels can 
be concreted in any order, or at any 
speed, a very high rate of construction 
can, by careful organisation, be achieved. 
Provision can be made for carrying run- 
ways and ducts from the roof, while elec- 
tric conduits and similar services can be 
very easily buried in the lightweight con- 
crete. Providing the steel framework is 
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hting 

area. 

we Write to us for a free sample of FEBMIX ADMIX and carry out the following 
n Figs. two_mix test— 

vermi- 

a felt, MIX No.1:—PREPARE THE MORTAR MIX YOU NORMALLY USE 

— FOR BRICKLAYING AND PLASTERING WORK. 

ed. it 

—— MIX No. 2:—PREPARE A MIX COMPOSED OF 6 PARTS SAND 

ae for TO 1 PART CEMENT PLUS FEBMIX ADMIX. 

ms on : You will find that Mix No.2 will spread better and faster, that it ‘hangs together’ 
+ Agen well and adheres firmly. It will resist rain penetration and frost attack, and is not 
up by prone to cracking and crazing—it will also cut your building costs—each one 
mncrete gallon of FEBMIX ADMIX costing 7/- saves 800 Ib. of lime or 8 cwt. of cement. 
reasing 

Tateral IT PAYS TO USE 

. used § 





sree of 
to ob- 


i FEBMIX ADMIX [iia 
” MASONRY MORTAR 


ion. 

ruction - 
hieved. Write 
1g run- for free sample 
le elec- 
can be 
nt con- 
vork is 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, 
MANCHESTER, 21 CHO 1063 


102, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, 
LONDON, W.8 Phone: Western 0444 
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HEAVY DUTY 


BITUMINOUS COATING 


PROTECTS /RON AND STEEL 
AGAINST EXTREME CORROSIVE 


IBETOL (X) has largely out-dated 
contemporary protective coatings, 
giving a greater degree of rust pre- 
vention and resistance to moisture, acid 
fumes, salt water, salt-laden atmos- 
phere and a large number of acids. 
Applied by brush or spraying, it can be 
used on damp or dry surfaces. 

Steel and iron must receive due pre- 
paration by removing rust or loose scale. 
Increased protection can be obtained 
by successive coats building {up the 
thickness. 


IBETOL (X) is thixotropic and appears 
too stiff and heavy for application but 
becomes a smooth heavy fluid upon 
stirring. Applied, it reverts to its 
original stiffness preventing flow, sag 
or curtaining, ensuring a uniform tough 
and elastic film—it is not affected by 
widely varying temperatures or high 
humidity. For specifications 
apply direct. 


KK coLours 
RED & BLACK. 
Supplied in 1, 5, 
10 and 30 gin. 
cans and drums. 









(RON ANDO STEEL 


AND CONFIDENCE 


CONOITIONS 


$e IBETOL (X) is ap- 


* 


* 


* 





plied at the rate of 
10 sq. yds. per gal 
to give an effective 
waterproof dressing, 
or can be brushed out 
to 30 sq. yds. depen- 
dent on the nature of 
the surface. 


IBETOL (X) knits 
itself to the metal 
surface sealing the 
metal against damp. 


IBETOL (X) when 
dry does not become 
brittle and does not 
chip. 


IBETOL (X) can be 
applied one coat on 
the other to build up 
any thickness 
required, 


British Bitumen Emulsions ltd 


Dundee Road, Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. 


Deeside, Saltney, nr. Chester 


20 Maukinfauld Road, Glasgow, E2. 
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“Houses go up. 


costs come down... 


I reckon to save time and labour by using the 
finest machines I can lay my hands on. So I make 
this stipulation. All of the smaller ones — pumps, 
hoists, concrete-mixers— must 
be powered by Villiers engines. 
Then I’m sure of getting the 
reliable performance that 
speeds up the job, and my 
running costs are cut to the 
minimum.’ 








See us at 
STAND 212 
Public Works 
Exhibition 
OLYMPIA 














THE POWER AND THE HEART 
OF A FINE MACHINE 


Villiers) ENGINES DRIVE 


BARROWS - CULTIVATORS - LAWN MOWERS - MOTOR SCYTHES 
CONCRETE MIXERS CROP SPRAYERS HEDGE CUTTERS 
LIGHTING PLANTS - PUMPS - TRUCKS - SAWS - MOTOR CYCLES 


THE VILLIERS ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED, WOLVERHAMFTON 
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Fig. 10.—The top surface of the vermiculite concrete shell can be brought to a smooth 
finish to receive bituminous felt or asphalt. 


not affected, openings in the concrete 
shell can be formed after construction for 
flues, etc., practically anywhere. The very 
high degree of insulation whieh the vermi- 
culite concrete confers practically 
eliminates the possibility of condensation, 
while the expansion and contraction of 
the steel framework is very much reduced 
as compared to reinforced concrete, thus 
enabling expansion joints to be much 
reduced or avoided altogether. 


The omission of the need for soffit 
shuttering and the attendant heavy scaf- 
folding is particularly valuable for roofs 
of above average clear height, and for 
cases where it is desired to use a shape 
other than a circular arc. The hipped 
end mentioned above gives a very pleas- 
ing appearance, and the omission of the 
end stiffening beams can make some 
saving. It is difficult to make any esti- 
mate of cost to cover a variety of cases, 
but it is estimated that this method 
would show an appreciable saving when 
compared with shell concrete of an 
equivalent standard of insulation and 
appearance. 


Spans or lengths of barrel of up to 
120 ft. are projected, although 70 ft. is 
the longest span yet constructed. Widths 
of barrel are best from 15 ft. to 40 ft: 
This system is at most advantage when 
used for long narrow barrels, but with 
suitable arrangements for taking the 
secondary bending moments in the barrel 
the system can be used for short shells 





Fig. 11.—Where expanded metal lathing 

is used as a permanent shutter the soffit 

has to be rendered ; in this case in cement 
and sand. 


with large radii and corresponding chord 
widths. 

A considerable amount of work has 
been successfully carried out in this con- 
struction over the last three years, total- 
ing about 20,000 super yards, in over 
20 separate buildings, and a number of 
further examples are in hand or being 
designed. The construction is the sub- 
ject of a patent, of which Mr. C. V. 
Blumfield, BSc, MICE, MIStructE, is the 
inventor, and he has designed the roofs 
to all the buildings described above. 

Acknowledgements are due to the fol- 
lowing architects and_ contractors: 
Messrs. A. J. Seal and Partners (Figs. 1 
and 8); Westwood, Sons and Harrison 
(Fig. 2); Farmer and Dark (Figs. 4 and 
5); Hannen Moore and Diplock (Fig. 6): 
Hannen and Markham (Fig. 7); and to 
Messrs. Balfour Beatty and Co., Ltd. 
(Fig. 3). 


SAND AND GRAVEL SUPPLIES 
Minister’s Decision Sought 


A CHANGE of attitude by the Worcester- 
shire Planning Authority over an application 
to open new sand and gravel workings at 
Grimley, near Worcester, which they origin- 
ally refused to allow, was revealed at a recent 
inquiry at Worcester. 

The inquiry concerned the appeal of Grim- 
ley Sand and Gravel Company, Ltd., against 
the refusal of the Martley Rural District 
Council, acting on behalf of the County 
Council, to permit the winning of sand and 
gravel on a site of 38 acres at Church Farm, 
Grimley. 

At the opening of the inquiry, Mr. J. D. 
Schooling, assistant solicitor to the County 
Council, told the Ministry Inspector, Mr. L. 
Henshaw, MC, FRICS, that his authority had 
with some hesitation, decided that the 
development was justified subject to certain 
safeguards. 

Mr. W. P. Hill, of Kidderminster, repre- 
senting the company, explained that plan- 
ning considerations involved in the proposals 
were fully covered by conditions which had 
been agreed between the planning authority 
and the company, and therefore it was for 
the Ministry to decide whether it was reason- 
able to take this land out of agricultural use 
to provide a source of supply of sand and 
gravel. : 
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LMBA 


South-Western Area Prizegiving 


PRIZEs were distributed to 16 building 

apprentices by Mr. R. S. Williams, 
MIOB, President of the LMBA, at a 
ceremony in connection with the Sidney 
Gaze Memorial Fund arranged by the 
South-Western Area of the Association and 
held at Zeeta’s Restaurant, Kingston-on- 
Thames, on November 3. Mr. A. E. Mace, 
Area chairman, presided. 

Addressing those present, who included 
heads of local technical colleges and some 
parents, Mr. WILLIAMS said: “ Building is 
an industry full of interest and adventure of 
which the secret is that it provides an oppor- 
tunity of satisfying the creative urge in all 
of us.” 

He said that without technical qualifica- 
tions builders today could get little satis- 
faction from their work or make much of 
a contribution to the industry. Mr. Williams 
spoke of the responsibility as well as the 
satisfaction of building. “The buildings of 
today,” he said “ will tell future generations 
what sort of people we are. This provides 
a challenge and with young men of your 
calibre we shall not fail.” 

Mr. J. L. ToMLINSON, MA, Principal of 
Spring Grove Polytechnic, emphasised the 
need for the recruitment of more building 
apprentices in order to maintain the stand- 
ards built up by our forbears. He pointed 
out that if high wages and full employment 
were to lead to a decline in standards of 
craftsmanship they would provide a real 
danger to the building industry. 


North-Eastern Area Prizegiving 


Mr. E. L. Jones, MBE, London Secretary 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives, presented prizes to 33 
apprentices and students employed by mem- 
bers of the LMBA’s North-Eastern Area at 
a dinner at the Plough Hotel, Ilford, on 
October 26. Mr. Leslie F. Chamberlain, 
chairman of the Area, presided. 

Mr. Jones said that the older members 
of the building industry were convinced that 
it was the finest industry in the country. The 
apprentices and students had done well to 
have gained the awards, and it was hoped 
that they would strive to be a credit to their 
employers, either as craftsmen or on the 
supervisory or administrative staff. 

Mr. Howpm1, Head of the Building 
Department of the East Ham Technical 
College, complimented the North-Eastern 
Area on its prize scheme. By it, members 
were actively encouraging apprenticeship. 

Mr. L. J. Hottoway, Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent of the LMBA, proposing a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Jones, referred to the great 
help the LMBA received from him through 
the Joint Apprenticeship Committee. Since 
the war the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board had taken on apprenticeship train- 
ing and recruitment, and in 10 to 15 years’ 
time the industry would, see the result of 
their work. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


ENGLISH MEDIEVAL CasTLEs. By R. Allen 
Brown. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 16s. 

COLOUR AND PATTERN IN THE Home. By Noel 
Carrington. (London: B. T. Batsford, 
Ltd.) Price 30s. 

TREES IN Towns. By R. J. Morling. 
don: The Estates Gazette, Ltd.) 
7s. 6d. 


(Lon- 
Price 
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MISUSE OF NAME-STYLE 


£15 Fine Imposed 


(ME- THOMAS ‘HARPER, of Newgate- 
a street, Chester, was fined £15 at the 
Chester Magistrates Court, on October 29, 
after pleading guilty to carrying on a busi- 
ness under a name-style containing the 
word “architect,” when he was not regis- 
tered under the Architects’ Registration Act. 
A second charge, alleging that Mr. Harper 
practised as an architect when not registered, 
was withdrawn. 

Mr, T. WAYMAN HALES, prosecuting, said 
the prosecution was the result of information 
given to the Architects’ Registration Council. 

The matter was investigated by Mr. John 
Urquart, of King Detectives, London. 

Mr. J. D. Seys-LLEWELLYN said defendant 
was the proprietor of the architects’ business 
of the late Mr. Arnold R. Keene, practising 
as Harper and Harper. Mr. Seys-Llewellyn 
went on to say that Mr. Harper was an 
associate of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors, one of the con- 
stituent bodies of the Architects’ Registration 
Council, an associate of the Faculty of Sur- 
veyors of England and a member of the 
Institute of British Engineers. 

Mr. Harper was chairman of the Liver- 
pool and North Wales branch of the Incor- 
porated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors. He was a man of substance in 
hig sphere as a surveyor. He was not a 
man who has set out to flout the law, said 
Mr. Seys-Llewellyn. 





HOUSING COMMITTEE'S 
DECISION REVERSED 
Folkestone Council’s Action 


FOLKESTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL have 
agreed to make a grant under the Housing 
Act, 1949, to Mr. George Stone, on behalf 
of Bowles Well Gardens Estate, Ltd., for 
the conversion of premises to 25, Grimston- 
gardens, into six flats, thus reversing a 
recommendation of their housing committee. 

It is understood that the total cost of 
acquisition, repair and conversion amounted 
to £11,400, and that a grant of £2,400 was 
applied for. 

Speaking in favour of the grant, ALD. E. P. 
BRIDGLAND said that it would cost the rates 
£42 per annum, against which, they were 
told, there would be rate income of £600. 
This was a case of empty property being 
taken over and converted into six dwellings. 

The decision to allow the grant was made 
by 23 votes to 10. 


STEEL ERECTORS’ STRIKE 
Another Stoppage Planned 


STEEL ERECTORS belonging to the Con- 
structional Engineering Union in the Notting- 
ham area were due to stage a token strike 
yesterday afternoon (Thursday) while a mass 
meeting was being held in Nottingham in 
protest against the rejection of their claim 
for a wage increase. 

Their 3,000 members in the London area 
held a token strike last Friday afternoon, 
and members were still on strike at 14 
London building sites, mainly in the City, 
at the time of going to press. 

The Engineering and Allied Employers’ 
National Federation have reported the exist- 
ence of a dispute to the Minister of Labour, 
and the Chief Industrial Commissioner heard 
the views of representatives of the federation 
on Monday. He has invited representatives 
of the union to meet him to-day (Friday). 
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ALD, THE Rev. H. D. LoNGBottom told 
the Socialists to be realistic. He agreed 
nobody preferred flats to ordinary houses, 
but the only alternative in Liverpool was 
for the 50,000 applicants to reside outside 
the city boundaries. There was a famine in 
the city boundaries in land for house build- 
ing, and they must either build upwards or 
seek overspill accommodation. 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 
East Suffolk Alterations 


ABOUT a year ago, the Eastern Federation 
of Building Trades Employers had raised 
with East Suffolk County Council certain 
problems that members had encountered in 
tendering, with particular reference to 
guarantee bonds, This matter was taken into 
consideration in a comprehensive review of 
the County Council’s Standing Orders. The 
Director has now received confirmation of 
the following alterations:— 

(a) Contract guarantee bonds will be dis- 
pensed with for all contracts except 
where it is a requirement of a 
Ministry such as the Ministry of 
Transport contracts for road or bridge 
works. It may also be necessary to 
depart from Standing Orders where 
Ministry procedure requires this. 

(b) Selective tendering will be introduced 
for contracts estimated to exceed 
£5,000 in value. Each contract will 
be advertised asking for firms willing 
to tender. From the resultant list the 
appropriate selection will be made. 

(c) A tender with a Schedule of Basic 
Prices not fully completed will be 
regarded as incomplete and rejected. 

(d) Contracts not exceeding £5,000 in 
value will no longer require to be 
under seal. These will be on the basis 
of a written order incorporating RIBA 
Standard Conditions. 


BUILDING ESTIMATORS 
Institute's AGM 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL meeting of the 
Institute of Building Estimators was held 
recently at the De Vere Hotel, London, and 
was presided over by the president of the 
Institute, Mr. L. A. Taylor. 

In presenting the report of the Council for 
the administrative year 1953/54, Mr. TAYLOR 
stated that the standard of applicants for 
membership had been very satisfactory. The 
Council had discussed the question of 
standards of membership, consideration had 
been given to the establishment of a lower 
grade, but it had been decided that this 
would not be in the best interests of the 
Institute. During the year, the Council had 
given final approval to the examinations 
syllabus and rules and regulations. A num- 
ber of students had already been registered 
and the first Intermediate examination would 
be held in May, 1955. 

Dealing with the question of general 
membership, it was agreed at the meeting 
that in future two Fellow Members of the 
Institute would be accepted as sponsors in 
place of the three references at present 
required. On the point as to the type of 
person to be admitted, it was accepted that 
an applicant who had in the past been a 
bona fide estimator, and whose present 
responsible position had been obtained by 
virtue of his experience and work as an 
estimator should be considered a suitable 
applicant for admission. It was felt that 
the examination papers could contain 
alternative questions so that civil engineer- 
ing candidates could be accommodated. 
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HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS 


Contribution Rates 


LTERATIONS in rates of contributions 

in connection with holiday schemes 
for building trade workers have recently been 
the subject of agreement. 

The four parties to the Annual and Public 
Holidays Schemes have agreed that the 
following alterations in the rates of contri- 
butions will come into force next year on 
the dates shown: — 

(1) Annual Holidays—Weekly credits— 
— to take effect from April 4, 

Operatives aged 18 and over—from 5s. 6d. 
to 6s. 6d. x 

Operatives under 18—from 4s. 6d. to 


5s, 6d. 

(2) Public Holidays—Weekly credits— 
— to take effect from April 11, 

Operatives aged 18 
2s. 9d. to 3s. 3d. 

Operatives under 18—from 2s. 3d. to 
2s. 9d. 

The NFBTE has agreed to _ these 
increases on the understanding, which has 
been accepted by the other three parties, 
that the outstanding issues raised by the 
Federation during the negotiations—namely, 
introduction of a qualifying period, exclu- 
sion of apprentices from the Annual Holi- 
days Scheme, and enabling local fixing of 
six public holidays—shall be fully explored 
at an early date by a joint committee of the 
four parties. 

The increases have been necessary in order 
to keep the operatives’ holiday payments in 
line with a normal week’s wages at the 
standard rate. 


MODULAR CO-ORDINATION 
Report to EPA is Agreed 


THE European Productivity Agency's 
Modular Co-ordination Study Conference 
took place recently at the British Standards. 
Institution. 

The delegates, who had come from Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
USA and the UK, agreed on the information 
to be included in the national reports for the 
first phase of this project. 

These reports, which are to be submitted 
to EPA by May, 1955, will deal with such 
aspects of the subjects as documentation, 
building products being made in the differ- 
ent countries, modular building systems in 
use, and related present and contemplated 
research programmes. 

A sub-committee has been set up to settle 
in the immediate future terms and definitions. 
to facilitate international collaboration in 
modular co-ordination. 

During their week’s stay, the delegates to 
the conference, who represented standards 
institutions, research organisations, Govern- 
ment departments, and universities, visited 
schools and housing projects in this country- 
They were greatly impressed by the new 
building techniques now being used here. 


and over—from 


TOP MANAGEMENT 

A booklet entitled “The Load on Top: 
Management—Can It Be Reduced?” by 
Lieut-Col. L. Urwick, has been published 
by Urwick, Orr and Partners, Ltd., 29, 
Hertford-street, W1, price 2s., and is an 
expansion of the views contributed by the 
author to a panel review held at the Torquay 
conference on this subject in October. 
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American Housebuilding in Transition 
5.—THE FUTURE (concluded) 


We conclude our extracts from “ Housebuilding in Transition” by Sherman 
J. Maisel, Associate Professor of Business Administration at the University of 
the Cambridge University Press—Ed. 


California, published in England by 


THE SCOPE OF CHANGE 


F progress proceeds along the lines 
indicated—toward better manage- 
ment, better performance, and better 
organisation of the industry—what may 
be expected in terms of net results? These 
may be summarised as a change in the 
size distribution of firms, an improvement 
in product and in marketing methods, 
increased research, a shift in profit rates, 
and probable advances in production 
processes. 

With respect to size distribution, a more 
rapid polarisation of the industry into 
{arge merchant firms, at one extreme, and 
small contractors, at the other, may be 
expected. The industry is still highly 
heterogeneous in sizes and types of 
builders, all in sundry stages of Ceres 
ment. More vigorous competition should 
speed concentration at the two poles. If 
the housebuilder’s evolution follows a sur- 
vival-of-the-fittest pattern, many medium- 
sized firms, unable to stand the test of a 
stabilised or decreased demand, may 
become extinct. 

The survival of competent small con- 
tractors seems unquestioned, not only 
because of their enduring role in the 
custom market, but also because of their 
potential role in the erection of pre- 
fabricated structures on scattered sites. 
For example, many small contractors 
might operate on houses designed, pre- 
cut, and delivered to scattered sites by the 
large firms, with sub-contracts handled by 
a constant group of trade contractors who 
would perform the same work for 
various small contractors. Such an opera- 
tion would combine the advantages of 
both the large and the small firm, tor the 
small firm’s problems of purchasing and 
design would be solved through a central 
source, whereas its greater flexibility, 
lower overheads, more efficient labour, 
and better quality control would continue 
to offset many of the advantages of larger 
scale. 

Survival of the large merchant firms is 
an obvious evolutionary certainty, since 
increased scale represents housebuilding’s 
adaptation to the economy. Certain big 
building firms are likely to grow some- 
what bigger than they are, but an octopus- 
like development—concentration of the 
national market into a few hands— 
appears improbable, at least in the near 
future. The prospects are rather that in 
most metropolitan areas a few large firms 
will take over more‘of their local markets, 
under the pressure of greater competition 
and more stress on efficiency. No single 
firm, at present, has a maximum share of 
more than four or five per cent. of its 
local market. In the San Francisco Bay 
area, large firms offering a superior 
product made with more efficient methods 
will be able to double or triple this per- 
centage, and, in addition, to hold a similar 
percentage of several adjacent markets. 
This will mean fewer. and larger firms. 
A likely possibility is that the San 
Francisco oo area, instead. of having 
more than 100 large and medium firms 
with an average output of 90 houses each, 


as in 1949, will have only 20 or 25 such 
firms, with an average output of 400 or 
500 each. By taking a share in adjacent 
markets, the largest of these firms might 
strike an output of from 2,000 to 5,000 
units per year, in contrast with the pres- 
ent Bay area maximum of 1,200. 


PRODUCT IMPROVEMENT 


Turning to product improvement as the 
next net result of evolutionary forces 
at work, it may be expected that the house 
of tomorrow will rise above today’s stan- 
dards in design, quality, and spaciousness. 
With their increased emphasis on 
management and performance, the larger 
firms will pay more attention to building 
livability into their homes. 

They will have to do this, for the pro- 
tection of their reputations, if they are to 
remain large over a long period of time. 
It is only possible to milk the market in 
the short run, such as the recent period 
of excessive demand. For long-run suc- 
cess, large firms will have to introduce 
innovations and improve their merchan- 
dise. Builders’ mistakes are impressed 
durably on the landscape. Although such 
mistakes did not deter the eager postwar 
homeseekers from buying, the return of 
more normal market conditions will com- 
pel builders to offer a satisfactory product 
if they are to attract new purchasers or to 
resell to previous customers. 

Product improvement will require 
research and market analysis, activities on 
which housebuilding has spent only 
minor sums compared with other indus- 
tries. Housebuilders have conducted vir- 
tually no research into materials, methods 
of production, or the market. The only 
study in these fields has been carried out 
by materials producers and by the 
government. As a result of heightened 

“public interest in housing, Congress has 
appropriated funds for housing research, 
and helpful results have already been 
obtained. 

Better industry organisation and co- 
operation among firms can be expected 
to bring about important advances on 
these lines. Although research seems 
hardly worth undertaking to the indivi- 
dual builder because of its high cost com- 
pared with the returns to himself, research 
takes on greatly enhanced values when 
conducted collectively for builders as a 
group. Builders have already banded to- 
gether for advertising and promotional 
purposes in Pacific coast areas, and pro- 
gress in market analysis is a logical next 
step. Most builders are more interested 
now than formerly in market conditions 
and consumer needs. 

When the industry as a whole is pre- 
pared to take a more active part in study- 
ing its methods and its market, both 
under its own power and in co-operation 
with others, better materials and means 
of production will develop at a faster rate. 
Present technological lags will be 
shortened. Even in the local market, 
builders acting co-operatively through 
joint organisations will be able to make 
long strides in market analysis. When 
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they find out exactly what buyers want, 
and offer it, there will be a real improve- 
ment in housing. This improvement will 
benefit the builder as well as the buyer. 
There will be an increase in the amount 
of money spent for housing, because . 
more buyers will enter the market and 
invest larger sums when they can obtain 
the values they really desire; and there 
will be a decrease in the cost of produc- 
ing housing, because builders will avoid 
losses of energy and wastes of materials 
due to poor guessing. 

The market forces of the future will 
probably bring profits, as well as the pro- 
duct, more into line with the consumer’s 
standards. In the seller’s market, builders 
have obtained large profits without .hav- 
ing been pressed to increase efficiency, 
improve quality, or substantially lower 
prices. In a buyer’s market, not only will 
efficiency have to be increased and quality 
improved, but ‘firms may well have to 
shave their prices and profits in order to 
insure a stable sales volume. 

Although builders’ profits on sales were 
not unduly high in the postwar period, 
home buyers were paying more in profits 
during these years than they. had paid in 
the past and more, in all probability, 
than they will in the future. Builders 
were both surprised and pleased by their 
profit rates after the war, and they did 
not expect them to last. They recognised 
that they were in an extremely fortunate 
position because of high demand, and 
that it was a make-hay-while-the-sun- 
shines situation. To risk a forecast—past 
experience suggests that a drop from a 
median of 8.5 per cent. on sales to three 
or four per cent. might be expected and 
that a spread around this level would be 
narrow. Such a fall in profits would be 
dangerous only if it retarded additional 
investment in the industry,-or drove out 
of the industry the progressive entre- 
preneurs and innovators who were 
attracted to it by the chance for high 
profits on low investments—and who have 
done the most to increase housebuilding’s 
efficiency. 

Turning, finally, to the effect of the 
evolutionary forces on the production 
process, increased size of firms and im- 
proved management may be expected to 
bring about better standardisation, con- 
trols and job organisation; new materials, 
tools, and techniques; advances in design, 
and greater ease of building. 


SIMPLIFICATION OF THE 
PRODUCTION PROCESS 


At the present level of management 
skill, many executives are. so ignorant of 
their own production process that they 
cannot improve it. They are not able to 
calculate the best mixture of inputs. or 
the best technology to adopt. They can- 
not decide whether or not it is advan- 
tageous to substitute certain:amounts and 
types of labour and materials for others. 
With more management : knowledge and 
skill, developed ‘through experience, 
research, and increasing initiative, firms 
will be able to determine -both the best 
design and the most efficient approach to 
their organisation for production. 

Simplification of the: production pro- 
cess is an important. possibility for 
progress. Although :building:trends have 
moved in the direction of. simplification, 
there continues to be a tremendous 
amount of departmentalisation, a large 
use of skilled labour, and a heavy move- 
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ment of men to and from the site. This 
is a complexity reflecting the continua- 
tion of the small craft tradition amidst 
the general transition to larger and more 
effective operations. Departmentalisa- 
tion costs too much. In an economy 
which pays higher and higher prices for 
skilled labour, those products with the 
highest skilled labour content are the 
most costly. To make houses cost less, 
ways must be found to use less skilled 
labour and fewer men per job. 

Decreasing departmentalisation can be 
accomplished by a consolidation of many 
of the production steps which now exist. 
Introduction of new tools, techniques, 
and materials, better co-ordination of 
trade contractors, use of fewer trade 
contractors, and movement of . more 
production off the site will make this 
simplification possible. 


NEW TOOLS AND MATERIALS 

The rate of introduction of these 
means for lowering production costs 
appears to be increasing. New tools in- 
clude power saws, power planers, power 
routers, and other equipment which 
speeds up performance of the traditional 
lobs of the housebuilding process. More 

portant than these, which merely 
enable existing processes to be done 
faster, is introduction of new materials, 
which can eliminate some of the crafts 
and skills now employed. New inexpen- 
sive plastic materials which can be 
handled by carpenters replace tiles in 
many low-cost houses, thus doing away 
with the labour and materials cost of the 
tile-setter. Similarly, plasterers and 
masons no longer appear in many 
houses. When walls are ultimately 
simplified and made of a single material, 
two men of a single craft will erect a 
wall at one time, in place of the ten or 
more men of four crafts who now make 
eight to ten visits to a house to perform 
the several applications of different layers 
and final expensive finishing. It awaits 
only further research, knowledge, and 
skill to achieve this and other economies 
with materials in the house of tomorrow. 

Economies similar to consolidation of 
production steps occur when more of the 
production process is moved off the site. 
Work done in factories can be performed 
under more efficient conditions, with 
more mechanisation, more specialisation, 
and less skilled labour. 

Off-site production of plumbing units 
appears to be another cost-saving pro- 
cedure which is developing. With pre- 
fabrication, pipe and fittings can be cast 
in such a way that the number of neces- 
sary joints can be reduced; the amount 
of machine work can be increased; the 
skill needed to put together the parts can 
be decreased; the general level of work- 
manship in the finished product can be 
improved. Several! of the largest builders 
have already designed complete plumb- 
ing units and have made attempts. to 
manufacture them. They have met diffi- 
culties with unions, materials suppliers, 
codes, and financial institutions. If they 
prove as efficient as seems probable, it is 
only a matter of time until the restric- 
tions will be removed. 

The main obstacle to further progress 
in moving more fabrication off the site 
is transportation costs. As the size of 
prefabricated and preassembled units in- 
creases, the cost of hauling them rises 
rapidly. This is the chief reason that so 
many assemblies are still site-assembled. 
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There is a possible collision of interests 
in the future development of the pre- 
fabricator and the large-scale builder. 
Already the type of work done at the site 
and the type done at the factory have 
occasionally overlapped. This is because 
prefabricators seek to move as much of 
the production process as possible back 
into the factory, including the assembling 
of major components such as the whole 
wall. Meanwhile, conventional builders 
have continued to do the major part of 
their assembly work at the site, although 
they have wanted increased off-site fabri- 
cation and have hoped that more of their 
sub-assemblies could come to them in a 
finished condition. 

The issue of site versus factory poses 


important questions as to the relation-. 


ship of the one to the other and to the 
market in general. Would it be more 
economical to have a greater concentra- 
tion and specialisation of firms fabricat- 
ing sub-assemblies? For example, would 
the country benefit by having firms 
specialised in plumbing . assemblies, 
chimney assemblies, electrical installa- 
tions, and the like, selling their finished 
products to operative builders for in- 
corporation in their houses? Or would 
the country gain more advantage from 
having building firms specialised in the 
entire factory fabrication of a house, in- 
cluding the major sub-assemblies? 

The answers to these question will be 
determined by conditions existing in local 
marketing, transportation, and overhead. 
In these fields, the conventional builders’ 
advantages over complete prefabricators 
have been great. If builders maintain 
their marketing advantages and their low 
overhead, the answer will be that move- 
ment of work off the site should continue 
primarily in the form of sub-assemblies. 

The increasing fabrication of sub- 
assemblies off the site will, of course, re- 
duce the number of trade contractors 
working in the house, by reducing the 
number of skilled crafts required. Thus 
the purpose of simplification of the pro- 
duction process will be served. 

Even if the number of skilled trades is 


not reduced greatly, better planning of 
the work of the trade contractors offers 
an important opportunity for lowering 
production costs. Only in the most skil- 
fully managed firms is much emphasis 
given to the proper production integra- 


tion of the trades. With management’s 
increased competence, re-examination of 
the trade contractors’ work methods and 
their relationship to the whole problem 
of building a house will bring about 
closer co-ordination, better techniques, 
and more mechanisation, thereby contri- 
buting to the streamlining of the produc- 
tion process and heightening the over-all 
efficiency of housebuilding. 


CONCLUSIONS 


A new estimate of the future may be 
formulated—still, of course, not without 
risk of error, Such an estimate would 
run somewhat as follows: 

(1) Increased scale of operation and in- 
tensified competition will lead to greater 
efficiency. Removing the umbrella of 
protection will force the average effici- 
ency level of all firms close to the level of 
effictent operation which is now achieved 
by a small minority. Future elevation 
of average firms to the level of the pre- 
sent efficient minority should improve the 
production process sufficiently to lower 
construction costs by 5 per cent. 
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(2) As keener competition compels the 
most efficient firms to give up part of 
their wide profit margins, and at the 
same time keys them as price setters for 
the industry, the selling price of houses 
should be lowered by an additional 5 per 


cent. 

(3) Through the greater bargaining 
ability and buying power which will come 
with increased size of firm, it is probable 
that economies in materials purchases 
amounting to from 3 to 6 per cent. may 
be realised. 

(4) By reduction of external restric- 
tions, whose maximum costs were calcu- 
lated at 7 per cent., additional savings can 
be made, 

When all these factors are added up— 
improved performance, lower profits, 
better purchasing, fewer restrictions—it 
appears that a concerted effort to bring 
peak efficiency to the housebuilding in- 
dustry, with existing methods and know- 
ledge, could lower average costs by about 
20 per cent. 

Beyond these identifiable economies, a 
gradual introduction of new methods 
would occur—similar to the innovations 
for individual parts of the house which 
have taken place in the past decade—and 
each of these changes would further in- 
crease the efficiency of the whole opera- 
tion. Finally, of course, there are the 
possibilities of far-reaching reorganisa- 
tion and radical improvement which, 
though not visible on the horizon today, 
are always a possibility. 

(Concluded.) 


HOUSING REPAIRS ACT 
Talk at the RICS 


IN a paper dealing with practical aspects 

of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 
1954, which he gave to the RICS on October 
18, Mr. F. W. J. ApaMs, ARICS, expressed 
the view that the Government’s new pro- 
posals for improvement grants would not 
become fully effective until the following 
matters received attention:— 

(1) Some measure of relief from 
Schedule A or excess rents tax is called for. 
Capital provided for improvement of dwell- 
ings (having possibly only 15 years’ life) 
will be lost unless a sinking fund is set aside 
—and this at present has to be from taxed 
income. Whether a sinking fund is set aside 
or not, the Government are taxing the owner 
on the capital he has provided. 

(2) The removal of purchase tax from 
fittings used in modernisation work, e.g., 
water storage heaters and instantaneous gas 
water heaters. 

In his concluding remarks, Mr. Adams said 
of the Act: I hope that it will not break 
down by being too cumbersome in opera- 
tion. It was, of course, only intended as a 
stop-gap measure and it is the task of our 
profession to make it work. If we can get 
good houses kept in repair, old-fashioned 
houses modernised and dilapidated houses 
repaired without imposing an unreasonable 
burden on the owners, and if we can help 
the tenants to understand the real position, 
we shall have accomplished a great work, 
and saved much valuable property—property 
valuable not only to the owner but to the 
State—for the country has taken on an 
almost impossible burden in financing new 
dwellings being built by public authorities, 
and to this must now be added the task that 
was laid aside at the beginning of the war: 
the replacement of slum areas with modern 
dwellings. 
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For sectional timber buildings consult Hall’s. 
Hall’s standard 6 ft. unit can be assembled to any 
length in spans of 10 ft., 12 ft., 15 ft., 18 ft., 24 ft. 
and 30 ft. Built throughout of selected, fully 
seasoned timber (Hall’s have their own timber . 
drying kilns) they are widely used as Classrooms, 
Village Halls, Community Centres, Recreation 
Rooms, Canteens, Factory extensions, etc. Fully - 
detailed plans supplied against your specification. 
Illustrated catalogue free on request. 


(cENTRE) Nurses’ Recreation Room, 30’ span x approx. 100’, 
for Paddington Hospital, London. Illustration shows how 
porches or lean-to extensions can be easily arranged. (Photo: 
courtesy Paddington Hospital Management Committee.) 


(INSETS) These show Hall’s prefabricated partitions and standard 
lining to walls and underside of roof. (Photos : courtesy No. 


10 Group B. Wakefield Hospital Management Committee.) OF PADDOCK WOOD 


ROBERT H. HALL & CO. (KENT) LTD., 72-93 PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT 
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PUBLIC WORKS EXHIBITION 
A Review of Some of the Exhibits 


More than 20 examples of the range of petrol, 
vaponsing oil and diesel engines manufac- 
tured by R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd., Dursley, 
Glos., and Blackstone and Co., Ltd.. will be 
included in their display. Of particular interest 
will be the new 34-1} hp air-cooled diesel 
engine, introduced this summer. This trans- 
portable unit, weighing 250 lb., is a 4-stroke 
engine with a power output of 1} hp at 
900 rpm, increasing to 34 hp at 1,800 rpm: In 
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S year’s Public Works and Municipal Services Congress and Exhibition is to be 
officially opened by the new Minister of Works, Mr. Nigel Birch at 2.30 p.m. on 
The Exhibition is being held at Olympia, London, and will be open from 


T# I 


November 15. 


10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily from November 15 to 20. A number of new products of particular 
interest to local authorities and public works contractors will be shown this year for the 
first time, and a preview of some of the stands at the Exhibition is published below. 


The exhibit of E. Boydell and Co., Ltd., Old 





CONSTRUCTION PLANT 


The display of Aveling-Barford, Ltd., Gran- 
tham, will consist of a light diesel roller, a 
4 and a 3 cu. yd. dumper, maintenance grader, 
99-H grader and a calfdozer. The light roller 
and 74 yd. dumper are both making their 
initial public appearance. The dumper has been 
tested over a period of 12 months, and when 
carrying a payload of up to 20,000 Ib., is 
claimed to be able to make more trips per shift 
than other dumpers of comparable capacity. 
Its features include a higher engine power to 
gross laden-weight ratio—the Leyland six- 
cylinder diesel engine developing 150 BHP at 
2,200 rpm, while the laden weight is 40,320 Ib. 
Fully loaded, the dumper can, it is understood, 
negotiate a 1 in 4 gradient. Two-way steering 
is another feature, and tipping is by twin 
hydraulic two-stage telescopic rams which allow 
power return of the body. The maximum > 
ping angle of 70 degrees is reached in 16 
seconds and the body can be held at any 
position within this limit. [Stand No. 72.] 


Exhibited on the stand of Benford, Ltd., 
The Cape, Warwick, will be a selection of 
machines from their range of diesel dumpers, 
mechanical barrows and concrete mixers, in- 
cluding the Mark 1 diesel dumper with a maxi- 
mum safe payload of 10 cwt. and a gravity- 
tipping skip. The Mark 2 diesel dumper is to 
be displayed, for use with concrete mixers up 
to and including the 14/10 size, and with a 
reco i maximum safe payload of 
124 ewt. This machine is fitted with a hand- 
operated skip-tipping control to facilitate the 
handling of coated chippings for roadwork and 
the placing of concrete in small quantities. 
Also on view will be the Mark 3 diesel dumper, 
with a recommended maximum safe payload 
of 15 cwt. and a gravity-tipping skip, together 


with a mechanical barrow, and a choice of 
skip and/ 


immediately interchangeable tippin 
or flat platform. [Stand No. 180. 


New Allis-Chalmers HDoG tracto-shovel with 24 cu. yd. heaped capacity bucket. 


Industrial 


Trafford, Manchester 16, will display the latest 
developments in their range of bulk material 
handling equipment. Among the machines on 
view will be the Muir-Hill “* Supalift’”’ loader 
with 14 ft. 6 in. clearance under the lip of the 
tipped bucket when fully raised. In addition, 
the ‘* Supalift ” features the Muir-Hill patented 
double-centre three-point suspension system 
which provides an extra degree of stability to 
offset the increased loading height. Also on 
show will be the Muir-Hill 10.5 cu. ft. LH-1 
small industrial hydraulic loader, for working in 
confined spaces where maneuvrability is 
required. Among the Muir-Hill dumpers on 
view will be the 3 cu. yd. 10B model, which 
incorporates an instantaneous gravity tip and a 
rotating seat and steering, enabling the machine 
to operate in either direction. All these 
machines will be fitted with diesel engines. 
[Stand No. 28.] 

The “‘ Hydraloader ” power loader to be dis- 
played by W. E. Bray and Co., Ltd., Faggs- 
road, Feltham, Middx., has a positive tull- 
— bucket control by means of double-acting 

ydraulic rams at all positions of the main arms, 

as well as a full range of attachments, including 
buckets of 4, 3, 1, 14 and 2 cu. yd. capacity. 
Its dumping height is 9 ft. On show for the 
first time will be a special hoist attachment. 
The recently introduced ‘* Dualoader” will be 
on view, and combines the advantages of the 
“Hydraloader’’ and an overhead loader in 
one machine. No modifications or adjustments 
are needed, all movements being hydraulically 
controlled. Other exhibits will include the 
** Crawler-Hydraloader,” which gives the in- 
creased mobility of a fully tracked vehicle, and 
allows the full efficiency of the ‘* Hydra- 
loader” to be used under adverse conditions; 
and four: models of “‘ Braydozers,” which are 
built as an integral part of a tractor, to ensure 
correct balance between power, weight and 
working speeds. [Stand No. 153, 154.] 





Mackay 
Equipment, Ltd. 


overail size it is similar to the Lister “* D”’ type 


petrol 


or vaporising oil engine, and can, 
therefore, replace many such prime movers in 
mixers, loaders, small conveyors, saw benches, 
and so on. Other Lister products on display 
will comprise a selection of electric generating 
sets, including the “* Start-O-Matic ” plants, and 
deep and shallow well pumps. [Stand No. 67.] 


Concrete mixer with diesel engine. Miéillars’ 


Machinery Co., Ltd. 


The first Allis-Chalmers HD9G tracto-shovel 
to reach the UK will be featured on the stand 
of Mackay Industrial Equipment, Ltd., Faggs- 
road, Feltham, Middx.. It is fitted with a 
24 cu. yd. heaped capacity bucket and is the 
third -largest tracto-shovel in the _ Allis- 
Chalmers range. Powered by a _ General 
Motors 4-cylinder two-stroke diesel engine 
giving a belt hp of 84 and a drawbar hp of 72, 
there are six forward speeds and three reverse. 
First gear gives a speed of 1.4 mph and a draw- 
bar pull of 19,030 lb. Mechanically boosted 
clutch and brake steering gives a turning radius 
of 14 ft. 74 in., and the ground pressure with 
standard 16-in. semi-grouser tracks is 9.71 1b./ 

. in. The tractomotive equipment is 
operated by a hydraulic pump and controlled 
by a four-position control valve. The actual 
complete loading cycle occupies 44 seconds, the 
discharge height being 9 ft. 1 in. Other ex- 
hibits will include the Allis-Chalmers HD20 
tractor, the Pescara Muntz P42H compressor, 
and a diesel-engined Fiat 25CID crawler trac- 
tor. [Stand No. 147.] 

On the stand of the Massey-Harris-Ferguson 
Organisation, Eastern Hemisphere Division, 
Coventry, there will be on view three models of 
the Ferguson tractor, offering a choice of either 
petrol, vaporising oil or diesel fuels—together 
with a high lift loader, dump skip, post hole 
digger a three-ton and 30-cwt. hydraulic tip- 
ping trailers. All three tractors will be standard- 
ised to the same dimensions, and this standard- 
isation has been applied to the attachments. 
Attached to the three-point linkage of the Fer- 
guson tractor, the post hole digger is power 
driven and is capable of digging a 3 ft. deep hole 
in 30 seconds, depending on the nature of the 
soil. This method is understood to be some 14 
times faster than by hand. {Stand No. 177.] 


- Displayed on the stand of Millars’ Machinery 
Co., Ltd., Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, will be a 
30-tons-per-hour fully mobile plant for the pro- 
duction of all types of hot rolled and cold 
asphalts and bituminous macadams. It com- 
prises a drying unit, including two oil-fired 
rotary dryers; a dried materials elevator feeding 
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a rotary screening unit; a dry storage bin dis- 
charging into a hopper mounted on knife edges 
and coupled to a precision dial weigher; and a 
mixing unit, including a 30 cu. ft. capacity 
paddle mixer. Also on view will be three 


diesel-engined concrete mixers (one fitted with 

hydraulic weigh batching gear), and a 3-in. 

lift-and-force diaphragm pump with a Petter 

AVAI diesel engine, mounted on steel wheels. 

There will also be technical information avail- 

omg By the vacuum concrete process. [Stand 
0. 43. 


A wide range of earthmoving and highway 
engineering equipment will be exhibited by 
Jack Olding and Co., Ltd., Hatfield, Herts, 
including the new Galion Model 603 motor 
grader, understood to be the first 50 hp motor 
rader produced in the UK. Powered by a 
our-cylinder diesel engine, the Model 603 has 
been designed to carry out those tasks which 
do not justify a larger machine. Many design 
features are similar to those on‘ the larger 
Galion models. All blade operations are 
hydraulically controlled, and four forward and 
one reverse speeds are provided. These speeds 
are variable by governor control. The standard 
Moldboard is 10 ft. wide by 16 in. high, the 
lift above ground being 12 in. and the maximum 
side reach of the blade 45 in. outside the front 
wheels. This blade may be turned 126 degrees. 
Also on display will be Vickers tractors, dozers 
and towing winches; Onions control units and 
the Barber-Greene Model 804 ‘“ Mixall.” 
{Stand Nos. 112, 118.] 


A new diesel-driven “* Drayton ” dumper of 
3 cu. yd. heaped capacity will be exhibited by 
Road Machines (Drayton), Ltd., West Drayton, 
Middx. It has a four-wheeled chassis and a 
new transmission, driven by Petter 6 hp AVAI1 
Mark 2 diesel engine (four-stroke type), or the 
Stihl light-weight two-stroke diesel. engine of 
8 bhp. This dumper is of the forward-end dum 
type, and equipped with large diameter wheels 
to suit rough site-work. A working model of 
their mono-rail concrete transporter will also be 
shown, illustrating its application to a variety 
of construction jobs. This will be supported by 
films on the stand. Also on view will be a 
scale model of the “ Major” weighbatching 
plant having 40 cu. yd. storage capacity accom- 
modating up to four separate grades of 
material. fitted with two single-bucket “ swing 
weighbatchers ’’ arranged for one-man control. 
[Stand No. 80.] 


Two new four-wheeled dumpers will be dis- 
played by the Thwaites Agricultural Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Cubbington, Leamington Spa. The 
first of these machines will be the 15-cwt. model 
powered by a 5 hp Petter diesel engine and fitted 
with a special-duty hypoid rear axle gearbox, 
giving speeds of 34 to 5 mph for operating on 
sites and fitted with a special high gear giving 
speeds of 12 mph for use on the highway. This 

umper is capable of carrying 10 cu. ft. of wet 
concrete or a normal 15-cwt. load of soil. The 
second machine will be the 1 cu. yd. model 

wered by a Petter AVA2 10 hp diesel engine 

tted with a special heavy-duty hypoid rear 
axle and gearbox giving a 34 to 5 mph site- 
operating speed, and up to 12 mph on the 
highway. [Stand No. 104.] 


Twentieth Century Equipment Co. (London), 
Ltd., 244, Harrow-road W2, will exhibit their 
lant hire service for public works contractors. 
his company has built up a hire fleet of more 
than 80 major machines, including Caterpillar 
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One cu. yd. diesel dumper. Thwaites 


Agricultural Eng. Co., Ltd. 
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tractors ranging from D2’s to D8’s with dozer 
and scraper equipments; excavators up to 
14 yd. capacity, with a variety of a, 
mobile cranes, dumpers from 2 to 9 yd., and 
road haulage vehicles. From its Watford works 
it also carries out a comprehensive field main- 
tenance service. Track reclamation is another 
activity of the works, and the company 
operates a service exchange scheme. On the 
hire side, the company has recently introduced 
a number of Marion 33M 3/4 yd. machines, 
which are operating as draglines and also as 
cranes, the advantage being the lower rate of 
hire. The company also deals with the 
purchase and sale of plant for home and over- 
seas, and operates a comprehensive spares 
service. [Stand No. 226.] 


Featured on the combined stand of the four 
United Kingdom Caterpillar and Hyster Dealers 
will be the latest Caterpillar No. 6 shovel, 
which embodies several outstanding features, 
including a 100 BHP 2} cu. yd. heaped bucket 
capacity; hydraulic controls which can both 
be operated with one hand, including an auto- 
matic knockout and lockout similar to that 
fitted to the HT.4; five forward and four 
reverse speeds withan additional forward/reverse 
lever to change the direction of the machine 
without changing gear. A full-scale cut-away 
model of the Caterpillar D311 engine will be 
on show, as well as a Birtley No. 80 20 yd. 
(heaped) sprees. The new Caterpillar 150 hp 
D8 tractor, fitted with Birtley 8A angle-dozer 
(hydraulic control), will be exhibited, and is 
rated at 150 drawbar hp, giving a maximum 


The ‘‘ Caterpillar ’’ 100 b.h.p., No. 6 shovel. 
UK Caterpillar and Hyster Dealers. 


drawbar pull of 32,000 Ib. with standard trans- 
mission and 44,840 lb. with heavy duty trans- 
mission. Other items will include a range of 
forklift trucks and two Hyster “‘ Karry Kranes.” 
[Stand No. 113.] 


The Villiers Engineering Co., Ltd., Marston- 
road, Wolverhampton, will display their com- 
plete range of two-stroke and four-stroke air- 
cooled petrol and TVO engines. In the two- 
stroke range will be eight models with 
capacities from 70 cc to 353 cc, and power 
ratings running from .55 bhp to 4 bhp; and 
there will be six basic four-stroke engines, with 
capacities from 98 cc to 395 cc, the smallest 
developing .75 bhp at 1,500 rpm and the largest 
having a maximum rating of 4} bhp at 
2,150 rpm. Im addition, four-stroke units will 
be on view, fitted with kick-starters for use in 
positions in which normal rope and pulley- 
Starting is impossible, and others with built-in 
3-1 and 6-1 reduction gear for use where a 
slow-speed power take-off is required: Some 
will be equipped for high- age running and 
others for operating on para and vaporising 
oil. Another model will have an electric 
starter. [Stand No. 212.] 


Several new additions to their range of equip- 
ment will be displayed by Winget, Ltd., 
Rochester, Kent, including the 7T/HR hopper- 
fed tilting-drum mixer; a skip-lift portable high 
discharger; the Winget-Parsons ‘ Trench- 
mobile”; and a “ Poclain” excavator. The 
last has a lorry mounting, and a 300 degrees 
power slew which permits easy operating at 
any point without moving from its standing 
position. Hydraulic power is used for the slew- 
ing mechanism and operating rams, and the 
1/3 cu. yd. face shovel has an output of about 
1 cu. yd. per min. under normal conditions. In 
operation it will dig to 5 ft. 6 in. below and 
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New ‘‘ Poclain”’ excavator. Winget, Ltd. 


discharge 13 ft. above wheel-level; and for 
skimming there is a choice of two buckets. 
Vertical walled trenches to a 9-ft. maximum 
depth are handled by a trench hoe attachment 
which will also dig curved section ditches or 
ipe trenches. The back-fill bladé can be used 
or bulldozing work, and power is supplied by 
a 16 hp diesel engine. The 7 T/HR tilting-drum 
mixer has a rope hopper with a 60 degree 
discharge angle. The skip-lift portable high 
discharger to be on view has a discharge height 
of 7 ft. 6 in. and a 53 degrees discharge angle, 
and is designed to obviate the need for a 
permanently elevated machine. Other exhibits 
will include a range of “* Vibrocon” vibrating. 
pokers. [Stand No. 54.] 


CRANES, HOISTS, CONVEYORS 


The British Hoist and Crane Co., Ltd., of 
Compton, Berks, will be exhibiting their “ Ant 
Queen ” mobile hoists, bg sate koe with both 6 hp 
JAP petrol engine and 5 hp Petter diesel engine. 
Numerous “ Saga Junior’ power winches with 
scaffold jib, powered with various prime movers, 
are to be demonstrated, and the “* Moonraker ” 
range of platform hoists will be exhibited. 
The Mark III, while having a net platform 
working load of 50 cwt., is understood to in- 
corporate a large friction winch. Ancillary 
equipment which can be operated with these 
items includes a concrete elevating skip ané 
floor receiving hopper. [Stand No. 47.] 


Typical examples of those machines available 
from their hire fleet will be featured by George 
Cohen, Sons and Co., Ltd., Cunard Works, 
Chase-road, NW10, parent company of the 
“600” Group. Of particular interest is the 
Jones KL 44 dicsel-driven mobile crane mounted 
on crawler tracks and fitted with a 50 ft. jib, 
giving a maximum capacity of 4 tons. A two- 
tool diesel-driven portable air compressor of 
110 cu. ft. capacity, mounted on four wheels 
and complete with concrete breakers, hoses and 
steels will be shown, together with the Nask 
diesel or petrol-driven tractor dumpers and a 
“Saga” junior petrol-driven power winch of 
5 cwt. capacity on a two-fall ‘rope, complete 
with scaffold jib. Also on display will a 
10/7 cu. ft. portable diesel concrete mixer of 
the closed or rotary-drum type with a power 
loading hopper and automatic water tank, as 
well as a comprehensive range of contractors” 
tools. [Stand No. 160.] 


Their mobile NMC tower crane with cantilever 
jib is to be shown for the first time by R. H. 
Neal and Co., Ltd., Plant House, Ealing, W5. 
The base machine is fitted with a tower and 
cantilever jib to give a clearance height of about 
30 ft. Loads of 12 cwt. can be handled at any 
jib position up to a maximum lift height of 
about 61 ft. Stability on rough ground is 
achieved by screwjacks, and with these jacks 
retracted, mobility is provided by crawler tracks. 
The new mobile QM crane with flying jib wil? 
also be exhibited, and has at the head of 2 
45 ft. straight lattice jib, a 12 ft. flying jib. 
The base jib can be used for normal handling of 
heavy loads when the flying jib is not in_use- 
Using flying jib only, 1 ton can be lifted at 25 ft- 
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The Truscon Precast Hoor provides accommodation 
within the units for all services. 

Access can be provided by holes in the crown 

without detriment to the great strength of the floor 
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WHEN DRAINPIPES GO WRONG, they 
cause a lot of trouble to a lot of 
people. Drains are always 
underneath something — under 
railway lines, under housing 
estates, under factories or, as in this 
case, under busy city streets. When 
drains have to come up — it’s 
chaos, costly chaos. 

Far better to put down pipes that 
can’t go wrong — to put down salt 
glazed vitrified clay pipes. That’s 
why, wherever permanency is 
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_ It never need have happened 


essential, Architects, Surveyors, 


Engineers — all specify drains of 


vitrified clay. 

Vitrified clay is. the only sewerage 
material that -teglly resists the 
action of acids: and alkalis in the 
flow and in the surrounding soil. 
Vitrified clay pipes are impervious 
— they are absolutely hard, never 
corrode, never lose their glassy 
smoothness. Vitrified clay pipes 
can—and do—stay down for 
centuries. 


Pipes and 
conduits 


NATIONAL SALT GLA7ED PIPE MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
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Mobile NMC tower crane with cantilever jib. 
R. H. Neal and Co., Ltd. 


radius to a height of 51 ft. 3 in. Other ex- 
hibits will include an 8 cwt. capacity lorry 
loader. [Stand No. 45.] 


Featured on the stand of George Pike, Ltd., 
Equipment Works, Rupert-road, NW6, is to be 
their “ Jet’ conveyor used for excavating pits, 
dumping and_ levelling foundations, loading 
lorries, filling-in and back-filling. The material 
is collected between two fast-moving rubber 
belts, one above the other, which gives suffici- 
ent impetus to the material to cause it to be 
flung forward in a close _and directed jet, over 
obstacles if necessary. The. distance of throw 
can be adjusted from 10 to 70 ft., with a maxi- 
mum height of about 30 ft. It has a capacity 
of up to 60 tons an hour and can be used by 
unskilled labour. It is primarily intended for 
loose materials such as earth or cement, as 
abrasives will cause very rapid belt wear. Also 
displayed will be various types of “* Geopi ” lift- 
ing tackle, lamps, rubber buckets, general tools 
and plant. [Stand No. 48.] 


The main exhibit on the stand of Thos. W. 
Ward, Ltd., Brettenham House, Strand, WC2, 
will be the Faure tower crane, of French design. 
On account of the Olympia roof, the crane will 
be restricted to 62 ft. in height but can be ex- 
tended by sections to a height of 101 ft. 6 in. It 
has a maximum radius of 52 ft. 6 in. and will lift 
4,408 lb. at 23 ft. Its hoisting speed is 164 ft. 
min., and its slewing speed, Irpm. The entire 
crane is built on a travelling base which houses 
the winch and driving motor and runs on a 
7ft. 6 in. track. Drive is by 18/20 hp diesel 
engine, or 16/17 hp electric motor. The base 
can be fitted with pneumatic wheels for towing. 
A straddle carrier will also be on view. This 
takes two forms, the ‘“ Steelmaster” for the 
conveyance of pipes, drums, cable reels, girders, 
etc., and the “ Timberwolf” for dealing with 
loads of timber. The first is available with 
eight alternative dimensions of load aperture. 
{Stand No. 27.] 


The new mobile ‘ Junior ” builders’ hoist to 
be featured by the Wickham Engineering Co., 
Ltd., 34 Victoria-street, SW1, has a 5 cwt. 
capacity and will operate up to a maximum 
height of 40 ft. It is available with either diesel 
or petrol engine, and is of simple design to 
lower maintenance costs. The Wickham light 
dumper will be shown fitted with a Coventry 
Victor diesel engine with two speeds in either 
direction. This has a skip with a struck capacity 
of 13 cu. ft. and a heaped capacity of } yd. The 
main frame is so designed that the axles can 
turn about one another. Other exhibits will 
include winches; a crane hoist complete with 
four-bucket carrier and Villiers engine; a brick 
varrow with a capacity of 51 bricks, or equiva- 
lent; and a mobile ‘‘ Major ” hoist, now avail- 
able with a Petters AVAI1 air-cooled diesel 
engine. [Stand No. 42.] 


The new Wolseley general-purpose elevator 
for handling both bulk and unit loads without 
special attachments will be exhibited by Witlor, 
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Ltd., 107-109 Lancaster-street, Birmingham 4. 
It incorporates a composite conveyor belt com- 
prising pre-stretched cable chain, steel slats and 
canvas trays. The larger concentrated loads 
are carried on steel slats, while the bulk loads 
are carried in the canvas trays. The maximum 
height is 19 ft. and the minimum height 
7 ft. 6 in., a stabilising arm being provided for 
heavy concentrated loads at the lower elevation. 
The delivery height can be adjusted readily by 
hand while the machine is running and its load 
capacity is 6 cwt., concentrated. The conveyor 
speed can be arranged to suit customers’ re- 
quirements, and an engine or electric motor- 
drive can be arranged. Also displayed on the 
stand will be the GF dumper, available with 
either diesel or petrol engine, having a struck 
capacity of hopper of 11} cu. ft. to carry a 
half-ton of building material. [Stand No. 127.] 


CONCRETING PLANT AND 
PUMPS 


Exhibiting for the first time at this exhibition 
Auto Diesels, Ltd., Uxbridge, Middx., will show 
a selection of equipment from their standard 
range of “ Floodmaster ” self-priming centri- 
fugal pumps of from j in. to 8 in. Many work- 
ing models will be on view and a 3 in. ** Mud- 
master” diaphragm pump powered by an air- 
cooled petrol engine will also be exhibited. A 
number of portable and semi-portable engine- 
driven generating sets up to 100KVA will be on 
display. A further feature on the stand will 
be the latest version of the Enmac 250 amp 
diesel engine-driven welding set, with an im- 
proved type of undercarriage for outdoor use. 
[Stand No. 206.] 


A selection from their range of pumps will be 
shown by James Beresford and Son, Ltd., 
Stork Works, Kitts Green, Birmingham, 33. 
Principal amongst the exhibits will be a sub- 
mersible electric borehole pump which, as it 
needs no pump-house, is suitable for remote 
and/or automatic control. These submersible 
pumps are supplied for boreholes of 4 in. inside 
diameter and upwards, with motors rated from 
0.5 hp to 175 hp, and outputs of up to 110,000 

ph. They are available for heads up to 1,200 
eet and incorporated in complete pressure sys- 
tems for automatic control: In addition, the 
firm will be showing a range.of portable ** Con- 
tractors ” pumps (for capacities up to 5,500 gph) 
which are available with either petrol engine 
or electric motor drive. Other exhibits will in- 
clude hot water accelerator pumps, cellar drain- 
age pumps for automatic control,- single and 
multi-stage self-priming pumps for . boosting, 
boiler feeding, public or private water supply and 
automatic pressure water systems capable of pro- 








Mobile ‘‘ Funio:*’ Euilders hotst of 5 cwt. 


capacity. Wickham Engineering Co., Ltd. 
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viding a water supply equal to that of a town 
mains system. [Stand No. 184.] 


A varied display will be given by Blaw Knox, 
Ltd., 94 Brompton-rd, SW3, representative of 
their range of earth-moving and construction 
equipment. A new motor grader will be shown, 
namely the BK “ Super-12" extra-heavy duty 
motor grader which develops 118 brake horse 
power at an operating speed of 1,650 rpm. It 
embodies mechanical power-operated controls, 
6-speed gear box, full revolving circle, 90 degrees 
bank-cutting angle, arched front axle and “ wide- 
vision” cab. A new “ BK-Fifty.” excavator 
with face shovel attachment will also be exhi- 
bited, and can be converted to any of seven 
interchangeable attachments—face shovel, drag 
shovel, skimmer, dragline, grabbing and lifting 
crane, and piledriver. A standard Rex 10/7S 
concrete mixer will be exhibited with a new 
hydraulic folding weigher attachment, of light- 
weight steel construction; as well as a new Rex 
34T diesel-driven concrete mixer on a four-wheel 
mounting, which is also available with a 
two-wheel mounting (steel or pneumatic tyres). 
[Stand No. 111.] 


Featured by Bristowes Machinery, Ltd., Mon- 
tagu-rd., Edmonton, N18, will be a 10/15 tons 
per hour fully mobile drying and mixing unit. 
This consists of an infinitely variable, non-chok- 
ing mechanical feeder, discharging on to the col- 
lapsible elevator of the drying unit, The mixin: 
unit is complete with totally-enclosed hot a 
filler elevators, rotary screen, storage bins, weigh 
batcher for aggregate and filler, and a separate 
weighing machine for bitumen, the weigh dials 
each being of the “ Parsons” cam type. To 
assist with maintenance the aggregate weigh gear 
is readily removed from the mixer top to give 
access to the mixer. The bitumen weigh gear 
has a spraying attachment incorporated for 
delivery of the weighed bitumen to the mixer. 
A representative type tar and bitumen distributor 
will be displayed, together with a selection of 
small heaters and sprayers. [Stand No. 109.] 


A new item of equipment which the Con- 
solidated Pneumatic Tool Co., Ltd., 232 Dawes- 
rd., SW6, will display is an extension to their 
range of heavy-duty concrete vibrators, known as 
the CP-5180. The new model is being intro- 
duced to meet the needs of contractors working 
on projects involving the placing of massed con- 
crete of large aggregate and low slump. The 
5180 vibrator is suitable for use on batches of 
over 2 cu. yds. and has a capacity of 50 cu. yds. 
per hour. It is a two-handled machine, weighing 
some 85-lb. and having a frequency of 7,0 
vibrations per min. The vibrator tube is 18 in. 
by 54 in. and the overall length is 4 ft. Another 
exhibit will be the CP-4 ring valve backfill tam- 
per, a heavy duty machine giving 700 blows per 
minute. It has an overall length of 50 in. and 
weighs just under 40 Ib. [Stand No. 60.] 


A wide variety of flexible shaft-driven labour- 
saving machine tools, including some new ex- 
amples, will be shown by the Flexible Drive and 
Tool Co., Ltd., 17 Queensberry-way, South 
Kensington, SW7. The range of “ Baxtul ” im- 
mersion-type concrete vibrating machines, with 
a wide range of interchangeable tools, will be 
exhibited, together with the ‘* Baxtul” diesel 
engine-driven immersion concrete vibrator, the 
first to be marketed in this country. Also on 
show will be a screed vibrator, and a full range 
of stone and terrazzo polishing machines. 
[Stand No. 167.] 


Two motor graders are to be exhibited by 
Galion (Great Britain), Ltd., Thornes Moor-rd., 
Wakefield, Yorks. One will be the 100 hp 
Model 118; the other the new Model 603, under- 
stood to be the first British-built motor grader 
of its capacity. Model 603 is a, smaller grader, 
powered by a 50 hp International Harvester 
diesel engine, and is designed for maintenance 
work and for those jobs normally done by big 
graders, where large grader costs are not justified. 
It has a moldboard 10 ft. wide by 16} in. high, 
with a 12-in. lift above ground. Steering is 
manual, and there is positive four-wheel tandem 
drive. All blade movements are_ hydraulic. 
Among the extra equipment available, at extra 
cost, will be a shiftable moldboard, which has 
a horizontal travel of 30 in., giving 45 in. maxi- 
mum reach right or left outside the front tyres; 
and a hydraulically operated scarifier. The 
Model 118 motor grader,, which will also be 
shown at the company’s stand, is an extra heavy 
duty grader which has hand steering and 
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Galion 


Model 603, 50 h.p. motor grader. 
(Great Britain), Ltd. 


hydraulic booster, full hydraulic blade control 
10} wide range of movements. [Stand Nos. 139, 


A large selection of their pumps will be dis- 
layed by eo Pumps, Ltd., 70-72 
London-road, Twickenham, Middlesex, includ- 
ing two new introductions, one being the 
lightweight 2 in. model 254 fitted with JAP 2 
stroke engine; and a heavy-duty 6 in. model 
fitted with a Lister diesel engine and 
mounted on a high-speed towing trailer. In 
addition, the other engine-driven pumps will 
feature a variety of petrol and diesel engines, 
including JAP, BSA, Petter and Armstrong- 
Siddeley. A 2 in. pump and an 8 in. pump 
will be shown with bare shaft extension, and a 
14 in. pump driven a electric motor will be in 
operation. [Stand No. 107.] 


Displayed on the stand of Griffin and Tatlock 
(a division of Griffin and George, Ltd.), Kemble- 
street, Kingsway, WC2, will be a wide range 
of equipment for use in soil mechanics and 
in the testing of cement, concrete, bitumen and 
other constructional materials. The equip- 
ment on display will include a 5-ton mechanical 
load frame designed to meet the requirements 
for tri-axial, california bearing ratio and soil- 
cement cylinders, which can be easily adapted 
for the tensile and transverse testing of plasters, 
ceramics, steel wires, etc., and can be supplied 
for hand-operation, or motor-driven. The 
california bearing ratio test will be on view. 
This consists of moulds, collars, base-plates, 
and penetration piston.as used by the California 
State Highways for the design of flexible sur- 
faces. Other items will include cube moulds as 
used to prepare concrete specimens for com- 
pressive tests to BS 1881:1952. Accurately 
machined from high-strength cast iron, these 
moulds can be split diagonally, and are secured 
to a machined steel base-plate by two steel 
clamps. General laboratory apparatus will also 
be exhibited, including BS sieves, glassware, 
balances, and furniture to form a complete base 
and mobile laboratory. [Stand No. 94.] 


Shown for the first time by C. H. H. Johnson 
(Machinery), Ltd., 38-44 Lower Richmond-road, 
Mortlake, SW14, will be prototypes of the new 
“* Fasprime ”’ series “‘ A” 2 in., 3 in., 4 in. sizes 
in their centrifugal pumps. The new 2 in. 
pump has a 4-cycle engine and a total head of 
47 ft. Its capacity is 6,500 gph, and it is under- 
stood to be capable of handling solids up to 
25 per cent. e new 3 in. centrifrugal pump 
also has a 4-cycle engine, and has a capacity of 
10,500 gph. It is powered by a 3 hp Mk 25 
Villiers petrol engine. Electric motors can be 
fitted to all the models to be displayed, and 
service facilities are available. [Stand No. 156.] 


The exhibits of the Liner Concrete Machinery 
Co., Ltd., Park-road, Gateshead, 8, will in- 
clude a ‘“*Cumflow” mixer of 10-14 cu. ft. 
input, a fixed model with an electric batch 
loader, and a hydraulic non-tilt mixer, of 7HNT 
size, with a hydraulic-loading hopper to BSS 
1305, of robust construction and foolproof in 
operation, will be displayed, together with a 
“ Rolpanit ” mixer of 4 ft. 6 in. diameter, fitted 
with a 5 hp diesel engine. Other portable 
models 3 ft. 6 in. and 5 ft. 6 in. and stationary 
models with and without electric loader will also 
be on view. A combination slab, block and 
brick machine will be exhibited, designed for 
the production of concrete slabs, bricks, rock- 
faced and hollow blocks. Slabs, bricks and 
tock-faced blocks can be produced on the same 
wooden pallet. [Stand Nos. 130, 136.] 


_On the stand of M. E. Engineering, Ltd., 457 
Finchley-road, NW3, will be featured a range 
of ‘ Maximixam ” concrete mixers, ‘ Maco” 
pipe-laying winehes, and various items of equip- 
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ment, tools and accessories. ‘* Maximixam ” 
concrete mixers, of the mobile and standard 
types, are available from 3/2 to 7/5 capacity and 
can be supplied with petrol. diesel or VO 
engines. The trailer model has a high-speed 
towing chassis and retractable undercarriage. 
The portable “Maco” pipe-laying winch is 
claimed to be light and strong, yet easily trans- 
ortable, and is available in 4 to 2 ton capacity. 
he design of the top anchorage of the tripod 
legs assures minimum space occupation when 
the winch is not in use. A range of “ Dando” 
hand and power-operated lift and force 
diaphragm pumps will be shown, together with 
‘** Maco” controlled-discharge concrete placing 
skips, and a steel wheelbarrow with its body 
hydraulically pressed from one piece of 16 
gauge plate. (Stand No. 75.] 


_Among the exhibits of Pegson, Ltd., Coal- 
ville, Leicestershire, will be one of their 20B 
primary gyratory crushers which has a 20 in. 
wide gap and a capacity of over 200 tons_per 
hour. They will also have on the stand a 3 ft. 
by 10 ft. heavy-duty apron feeder, and a Pegson 
Telsmith 36 in. type S gyrasphere which in- 
corporates a number of improvements compared 
to the earlier model. These three machines will 
be exhibited for the first time. In addition 
they will again be showing their 36 in. by 
24 in. double-toggle roller-bearing crusher, and 
a selection from their wide range of screens and 
pumps. The latest type of Pegson power 
rammer and road ripper, both petrol-operated, 
will also be on view. [Stand No. 30.] 


POWER TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 


Their latest range of fixing equipment will be 
exhibited by Adam and Harvey (Rapid Hammer) 
Ltd., 10-13, Newgate-street, EC1. These tools 
are designed to shoot hardened steel bolts, by 
means of a small blank safety cartridge, into 
hard. materials, such as concrete, steel and brick- 
work. A wide variety of fixings is available, 
and the main features of the new tools are 
understood to be that they are practically silent 
and capable of being used indoors with very 
little noise effect. A universal protective shield 
is now incorporated, which will allow for safe 
working in corners and other awkward spots. 
The larger model is now being made to use + in. 
diameter bolts in addition to the normal } in. 
and in. Also to be displayed is a chasing and 
drilling machine with a special slow electric 
drill rated at 200 watts. Recesses for switches 
and junction boxes can be made with sinking 
drums. [Stand No. 188.] 


Exhibited for the first time in the portable 
compressor range of the Atlas Diesel Co., Ltd., 
Wembley, Middx., will be the KE6MV unit, de- 
signed for use in industrial operations and for 
smaller contracting and building jobs. It features 
the Armstrong-Siddeley 6-11 hp single-cylinder 
air-cooled diesel engine, and comprises an 
“ Atlas’? standard two-cylinder, vee-form, 
single-stage, air-cooled compressor, complete 
with unloader regulator and air intake filter. The 
engine pulley is coupled by a centrifugal clutch 
to flywheel to permit easy starting of engine. 
The compressor can be used for operating demo- 
lition picks and clay diggers, back-fill rammers, 
and chipping hammers for concrete surfacing 





Portable air compressor with 6-11 h.p, diesel 
unit. Atlas Diesel Co., Ltd. 
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and stone dressing. It will operate two chipping 
hammers simultaneously. In addition to these, 
the Atlas Diesel ‘‘One-ten” portable com- 
pressor will also be exhibited, together with the 
type LM-200 loader, the largest of the LM series 
of loaders. Besides being used for mining, tun- 
nelling and drifting operations, it is understood 
to be useful on surface operations involving the 
loading of large quantities of spoil. [Stand 
Nos. 33, 260.] 


The exhibits of Broom and Wade, Ltd., of 
High Wycombe, will comprise a range of port- 
able compressors from 60 cu. ft. to 500 cu. ft. 
FAD at 100 Ib. per sq. in., and a portable spray 
painting unit, with a compressor dis lacement 
of 20 CFM, working pressure 20-80 Ib. per sq- 
in., and powered by a 5 hp petrol engine. 
Stationary compressors will be exhibited of up 
to 790 cu. ft. FAD, and among these will be a 
new ‘ Broomwade ’”’ lightweight, twin-cylinder 
air-cooled compressor; one of a range with de- 
livery from 2.5 cu. ft. to 12.5 cu. ft. of free air 
per minute at 100 Ib. per sq. in. pressure. This 
range is also suitable for pressures up to 150 Ib. 
per sq. in. A wide range of pneumatic drills 
will also be on view. [Stand No. 20.] 


The’ display of F. H. Bourner and Co- 
(Engineers) Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex, 
will feature their ‘ Supadynamic””’ power driv- 
ing tool, which in addition to performing alJ 
the normal operations of power guns, is claimed 
to crimp pins into steel and provide accurate 
control of penetration, thus ensuring that fibre 
and wood panels are fixed to brick or concrete 





‘* Supadynamic’”’ power driving tool. F. H. 
Bourner and Co. (Engineers), Ltd. 


in one positive operation. Crimping pins can 
be fixed either countersunk or proud of the sur- 
face, to the extent that cork can be pinned to 
steel. Other exhibits by the company are to 
comprise their ‘“‘ Supataps,” which include bib- 
cock and pillar taps with built-in anti-splash, 
and which enables washers to be changed in 
seconds without turning off the water supply. 
The ‘* Supamix ”’ basin, also to be displayed, is 
a + in. lavatory basin combination set, complete 
with a waste system. [Stand No. 204.] 


_The “ Flash Hammer ”’ bolt fixing tool to be 
displayed by Condrup, Ltd., 67-73, Worship- 
street, EC2, is independent of outside sources 
of power and electricity, and will fire specially 
hardened bolts and nails into hiker, con- 
crete and iron. Its particular feature is its 
adaptability. With two interchangeable barrels, 
it will fix their range of nails, internal threaded 
plugs (4 in., 4 in. and ;& in.) and bolts (.3, in., 
4 in., 7 in. and ¢ in. Whitworth). This year, 
the company is to show a new tool-kit, which 
incorporates their latest interchangeable barrel 
assembly and all maintenance tools, complete in 
steel fitted case. [Stand No. 194.] 


Selected items from their range of compres- 
sors, rock drills and pneumatic tools, will be dis- 
played by the Ingersoll-Rand Co., Ltd., Trafford 
Park, Manchester, 17. Both portable and 
stationary compressors will be exhibited, incor- 
porating the type 40, two-stage, air-cooled com- 

ressor. For rock drilling and tunnelling the 
atest developments of the IR ‘“ Jackhamer” 
range will be shown, including the fast-drilling 
J40 used extensively with the new JL48 “ Jack- 
leg.”’ A variety of accessory items will be dis- 
played, including ‘“‘ Jackrods’ and ‘“ Carset 
Jackbits.”’ A variety of air tools for contractors 
will be on view, including a heavy duty PB& 
paving breaker, trench diggers, clay spades and 
sump pumps. Also introduced this year will be 
the size 534 “‘ Impactool,” for applying and re- 
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moving nuts up to 1} in. bolt size. [Stand 
No. 82.] 


Kango Electric Hammers, Ltd., Lombard- 
road, South Wimbledon, SWI19, will be 
exhibiting their standard range of “E,” “F” 
and “G” type hammers, as well as a spade 
hammer and a ballast tamper. The latest 
modification in these hammers is a totally 
enclosed transmitter with built-in tool retainer 
for “E” and “F” hammers. The company 
will also be demonstrating their type “H” 
breaker, which is larger and more powerful 
than any Kango hammer previously produced 
and is designed primarily for henereens con- 
crete breaking and similar work. This hammer 
can be operated either from normal mains 
supply or a portable generating set, its con- 
sumption being approximately 1,500 watts. 
[Stand No. 162.j 


A wide range of fixing devices and tools will 
be shown by the Rawlplug Co., Ltd., Cromwell- 
road, SW7. Demonstrations will be given of 
the masonry-cutting speeds of the process self- 
clearing type *‘ Durium” drills, whose cutting 
life is understood to be retained for long 
periods owing to an exceptional hardness of the 
tip. Because of their silence of operation, 
“Durium” drills are advised for use in 
hospitals, schools and other places where noise 
is harmful. When used on Ph sons surfaces they 
enable holes to be made close together without 
cracking: the material or crazing the surfaces. 
Another exhibit will be the Rawlplug ‘“* Drill- 
Hammer” which, when fitted to an electric 
drill, converts its rotary motion to a percussion 
action, each revolution producing a blow 
capable of boring holes in hard masonry. 
The striking mechanism comes into operation 
only when the “ Rawidrill” is pressed against 
the masonry. Any type of electric drill with a 
working speed of up to 2,000 rpm and a mini- 
mum fin. chuck can be used. [Stand No. 89.] 


The “Tornado” high-speed cartridge 
hammer to be exhibited by Roura and Forgas, 
Ltd., 27-37, Broadwick-street, W1, is under- 
stood to make completed fixings into concrete, 
steel, brick, etc., without plugging, drilling or 
the use of any other tool, and without external 
power supply. Fixings can be completed at a 
rate of up to four fixings per minute, and a 
wide range of high tensile studs, rivets and 
nails are available covering the majority of fix- 
ing problems encountered in the industry. The 
studs are fixed into the base material by means 
of an explosive cartridge, and it is claimed that 
this tool offers cost savings of up to 30 per cent., 
time savings of up to 75 per cent. and a guaran- 
teed standard of fixing not dependent upon the 
skill of the operative. ‘‘ Katadyn” water 
filters are also to be shown, fitted with a self- 
sterilising candle to ensure that water passed 
through the filter is completely safe to drink 
without boiling or the addition of chemicals, 
regardless of source of supply. The smallest 
filter fits into the pocket, and has been designed 
for field workers operating in areas where water 
supplies may be contaminated. There is a 
complete range incorporating larger mobile 
units, household filters and industrial large- 
supply installations, [Stand No. 146.] 


The exhibits of the Tarpen Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Ixworth House, Ixworth-place, SW3, will 
include a “* Tarplaner”’ portable electric wood 
plane, a “* Swiftsure ” portable electric saw, and 
the ‘‘ Bosch” builders’ hammer and striking 
hammer. Owing to its high knife speed, the 
“Tarplaner”’ can cut across and with the 
grain, and can be used for cleaning-up floors, 
doors and window, frames. The Model 12 
“ Swiftsure ” has a tilting base plate, allowing 
for a depth of cut of nearly 4 in. at 90. 
degrees with a 12-in. saw, or 3 in. at an angle 
of 45 degrees. The Bosch striking hammer is 
understood to be one of the most powerful 
electric hammers on the market, and can be 
operated from a portable generator. Also on 
display will be 1 and 3 kW. generating sets 
suitable for use with these tools where elec- 
tricity is unavailable. [Stand No. 169.] 


The latest version of their S7 concrete breaker 
will be shown by Warsop Power Tools, Ltd., 
27, Regent-street, Piccadilly Circus, SWI. 
This portable, self-contained unit is claimed to 
be sturdier yet lighter than previous models. 
The power developed is all employed at the 
point of impact, and there are no losses by 
transmission. Also on view will be the HD 
rock drill, the Warsop ‘“‘ Benjo” rammer and a 
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series. of pumps. The engine of the HD rock 
drill has been developed on similar lines to the 
Warsop S7, with a greater volume of air pro- 
duced automatically to provide better dust 
clearance from the hole and speed up drilling 
operation. The latest diesel dumper and 30-cwt. 
roller by Tractors (London), Ltd., will also be 
displayed. [Stand No. 22.] 


CONSTRUCTION SYSTEMS, 
SERVICES AND SCAFFOLDING 


A new design of steel formwork for concrete 
construction will be exhibited for the first time 
by Kwikform, Ltd., 66, Victoria-street, SWI. 
This system has been designed to meet normal 
concrete construction requirements, and walls 
may be concreted up to lifts of 6 ft. in one 
operation. The equipment has been designed 
to be used in conjunction with timber, which 
can be fixed to the panels to make up odd sizes. 
The 4 ft. by 1 ft. panels may be connected by 
tee-head couplers and erected in larger size units. 
Also displayed will be the Kwikform unit frame 
scaffolding system, now improved by the pro- 


New metal formwork for concrete con- 
struction. Kwikform, Ltd. 


vision of an open corner clamp which _ is 
claimed to eliminate threading of ledger. tubes 
and to allow faster erection. This new frame 
will fit old-type frames and may be used in the 
construction of mobile towers and _ gantries. 
Other items on view will include the “* Kwik- 
prop ”’ suspended formwork, and a unit frame- 
bridging system for spans of up to 70 ft. with- 
out intermediate support. [Stand No. 57.] 


A scale model showing the application of the 
Orlit svstem of precast reinforced concrete con- 
Struction to industrial buildings, together with 
detailed drawings and photogranvhs, will be fea- 
tured on the stand of Orlit, Ltd., Colnbrook 
By-Pass, Bucks. This system of construction is 
claimed to combine the advantages of cost and 
speed of erection afforded by factory production 
of precast reinforced concrete structural units 
with a freedom in design. The flexibility of 
the system will be shown by the scale model, 
which will incorporate: typical multi-storey, 
flat roofed, pitched roof, north light and 
monitor roof sections. The Orlit service includes 
the preparation, design and supply of rod and 
fabric reinforcements. “ Bellrock ” linings and 
partitions manufactured by the company can 
now be incorporated in schemes if required. and 
samples of these plaster panels will be available 
on the stand. [Stand No. 210.] 


A special feature of the display by Stewarts 
and Lloyds, Ltd., Brook House, Upper Brook- 
street, W1, will be a model of a street scene 
designed to portray the practical application of 
Stewarts and Lloyds tubes as used by public 
utilities for a variety of purposes. In addition, 
a number of tools which are of particular 
interest to water engineers will be exhibited. 
Other exhibits will include tubular steel lighting 
columns, clothes posts and road trestles, as well 
as samples of steel pipe for the conveyance of 
air, steam and oil. The products of Tube- 
wrights, Ltd., a Stewarts and Lloyds subsidiary 
specialising in the design and fabrication of 
tubular steel products, will be covered by a 
range of photographs. [Stand No. 119.] 

Thos. Storey (Engineers), Ltd., Abbey House, 
Victoria-street, SW1, hold the world rights for 
the ananufacture and sale of “‘ Bailey ” bridging 
and operate an equipment hire service. All 
types of models will be available on their stand 
to demonstrate particular needs. Among the 
new developments of “ Bailey’ equipment is 
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patent steel decking, and an expanding 

pin which transforms “ Bailey ” bridging’ ined 
a rigid girder bridge. The company are al 
UK distributors for “Lorain” cranes an 
ancillary equipment (products of the Thew 
Shovel Co., Cleveland, Ohio). The open stan 
will feature a panorama with a model “ Bailey 
bridge, complete with approach ramps and foots 
walks, and included in the panorama will be 
applications of the “Lorain” crane. [Stang 
No. 263.] ; 


The main feature of the stand of Turners 
Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, Man- 
chester, 17, will be a display of ‘“* Everite”” 
asbestos cement pressure pipes in a wide range 
of classes and diameters, made to British Stan- 
dard 486:1933. Their advantages are understood 
to include a very smooth bore, giving a perma- 
nently high carrying capacity; flexibility of 
movement provided by the method of. jointing; 
lightness; and strength. The stand itself will 
be formed with a variety of asbestos cement 
building products, and the main fascia will be 
of “ Turnall’’ asbestos cement panel sheets. 
The ceiling of the stand building will consist 
of ‘“Turnall’” asbestos insulation board. 
[Stand No. 110.] 


Exhibited by the Victaulic Co., Ltd., Brook 
House, 113, Park-lane, W1, will be displays of 
their joints for steel, cast or spun-iron pipes 
with prepared ends. These are designed in 
suitable ranges for vacuum or pressures of up 
to one ton psi. A range of malleable fittings 
for use with Victaulic joints will be on show, 
together with various hose couplings. A promi- 
nent feature will be the display of Viking John- 
son couplings on plain ended pipes, with 
emphasis on continuous bitumen protections. 
These couplings are manufactured in sizes of up 
to 100 in. diameter, and a flange adapter facili- 
tates the easy removal of valves in the confined 
spaces usually allowed for valve or pump 
chambers. Couplings in sizes of 2 in. and under, 
known as the Viking Johnson “ Junior”” 
couplings, will include a number of fittings 
which facilitate connections from the main. 
[Stand No. 101.] 


MATERIALS, FINISHES AND 
FITMENTS 


A. J. Binns, Ltd., 29 Store-street, WC1, wil? 
be exhibiting a —— display of fenc- 
ing and gates, cloakroom equipment and 
“‘ Dryad ” architectural ironmongery and letter- 
ing. An interesting exhibit will be the intro- 
duction of the latest type of Californian cement 
tennis court with coloured rotary velvet finish. 
[Stand No. 185.] 


On the stand of Chamberlin Weatherstrips, 
Ltd., 436 Hook-road, Surbiton, Surrey, will be 
shown forms of weatherstripping installed by 
Chamberlin specialists and fitted to free-standing 
full size doors and windows covering the full 
range of patented draught and weatherproofing 
equipment. [Stand No. 266.] 


Expandite, Ltd., Chase-road, NWI10, will in- 
clude on their stand explanatory details show- 
ing typical joints incorporating various 
Expandite products in model form, and pro- 
ducts to be exhibited will include Expandite 
mechanical appliances for inexpensive joint re- 
novation and Expandite rubber waterstop, @ 
flexible water bar. for joints in all concrete 
structures. ‘* Asbestumen,” a bitumen-asbestos. 
sealing compound for lap joints in roofing, and 
joints in salt glazed and concrete pipes, will also 
be shown. Also to be exhibited this year will 
be ‘* Seelastik,” am all-purpose cream coloured 
caulking and sealing compound for pointing 
doors, window frames and_ roof-lights; 
“ Elastite,” a hot-poured, concrete coloured 
horizontal joint sealing compound, and 
“‘Cemseal,” a concrete waterproofer. It is 
understood that large prefabrications of rubber 
and PVC Waterstop can be made in the factory 
and delivered to site ready for installation. 
[Stand No. 213.] ' 


Hattersley Brothers, Ltd., 166 Temple- 
chambers, Temple-avenue, EC4, are to exhibit. 
a selection of “ Swinton” solid fuel appliances 
including officially approved types of combina- 
tion grates, heating stoves, and continuous burn- 
ing open fires. 
“Forum” back boiler unit, which combines 
the advantages of an open fire with the supply 
ot hot water for domestic use and three ia- 
tors. The “ Forum” is so designed that the 


A new exhibit wil] be the’ 
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heat passes under and around the back of the 
boiler, up the flue ways extending through the 
boiler itself. It is understood that this process 
efficiently transfers greater heat from the flue 
gases before reaching the top of the boiler. It 
can be fitted to most types of tiled surrounds. 
[Stand No. 230.] 


The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., Steel House, Tothill-street, SW1, will dis- 
play specimens of modern asphalt construction, 
together with a and examples of re- 
cent ld ee work. Other exhibits will in- 
clude examples of ‘ Trinasco” concrete pro- 
ducts, comprising concrete kerb, channel blocks, 
mon A aren paving flags and footpath 
edging. Technical representatives will be in 
attendance and information will be available 
concerning all types of asphalt construction. 
{Stand No. 186.] 


This year, Penfold Fencing and Engineering, 
Ltd., 21, Northumberiand-avenue, WC2, wiil 
introduce two new peomenne~ ponents con- 
crete posts and stainless steel chain link. Sample 
gee will be available for inspection, with chain 
ink woven from stainless steel wire, understood 
to be proof against corrosion. Specimen runs 
will be on show, and galvanised chain link 
erected on reinforced concrete and angle-iron 
posts, together with a selection of angle and 
tupu.ar-i:amed gates will aiso be displayed. 
{Stand No. 237.] 


Philplug Products, Ltd., 343, High-road, 
Wembley, will be showing practical exhibits 
illustrating the application of “ Philplug ”’ cold 
caulking compounds. These are used for the 
jointing of spigot and socket pipes, including 

ressure mains, tunnel segments and fixing 
oivetrades. Tools and fixing devices will be 
shown for making attachments to existin 
masonry, and a new type of anchor bolt for a 
types of heavy fixings will also be displayed. 
{Stand No. 196.] 


The use of rubber in roads will form the 
main subject on the stand of the British Rubber 
Development Board, Market-buildings, Mark- 
lane, EC3. Emphasis will be given to the 
scientific background of recent work by means 
of display panels showing how the addition of 
natural rubber to bituminous binders affects the 
deformability and brittleness of the surfacing 
materials. le addition, a new development— 
rubberised tar compounds—will be exhibited 
for the first time and road engineers will have 
an opportunity to examine samples. Another 
innovation will be a display dealing with the 
use of rubber in soil stabilisation, and experi- 
mental rubber surfacings for playgrounds. 
Other items to be shown include rubber tubes 
for forming ducts in concrete, rubber paints for 
use on metal and concrete, rubber flooring and 
me for public buildings. [Stand No. 


The Ruberoid Co., Ltd., 1, New Oxford- 
‘street. WClI, will show full-scale models 
illustrating a wide range of bituminous build- 
ing products and specifications. Expansion 
jointing, bridge insulation, roofing and oer. 7 
coursing are included in the display. f 

articular interest as a new development will 

their Ruberoid jet and fuel resisting joint 
sealing compound, Throughout the period of 
the exhibition a piece of this sealing compound 
will be 8 ge completely immersed in 
kerosene fuel, illustrating that the material can 
be specified with confidence for runways and 
hardstandings used by jet aircraft. Another 
new development exhibited on the stand will be 
Ruberoid texturing, a grit-finished application of 
Ruberoid plastic compound for the weather 
protection of porous or defective exterior 
surfaces. [Stand No. 269.] 


Sealocrete Products, Ltd., Atlantic Works, 
Hythe-road, NWI10, will display their latest 
product, “ Sealoplas™ flooring for housing, 
which is understood to be easily laid, hard 
wearing and resilient. They will also exhibit 
**S-aocrete,” oil and acid-resisting sealer and 
‘paint, for the forming of a protective film 
against the action of alkalis and acids on most 
‘building materials; examples of concrete cured 
with ‘* Sealocure ” concrete curing liquid; the 
usé’ of “ Bituseal” bituminous products, and 
porous bricks treated w'th ‘Sealocrete” 
waterproofing supercoat. The “ Sealociete.” 
“sange of products includes dustproofing. oil- 
proofing, casehardening, rapid hardening, water- 
proofing and. colouring of concrete, brickwork, 
tiles and allied building materials. [Stand 
No. 96.] 
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G. R. Speaker and Co., Ltd., Eternit House, 
Stevenage-ruad, SW6, wali ode showing 
their “ Eternit’”’ asbestos-cement; slates and 
tiles in various colours, wallboards, and 
decorative sheets. Also on display will be a 
range of moulded pieces, including cold water 
storage tanks, together with pressure pipes for 
water, gas and sewage. The company’s stand 
has been designed to show the practical appli- 
cation of some of their materials; others will 
be shown in the fofm of specimens and samples. 
“ Autoline ” rubber road markings will be on 
view, with permanent self-cleaning faces. 
[Stand No. 224.] 


The stand of the Zine Alloy Rust-Proofing 
Co., Ltd., Shakespeare-street, Wolverhampton, 
will show examples of architectural ironwork 
rust-proofed by the “ Sherardizing”’ process. 
The stand will form a technical information 
bureau where visitors will be able to obtain 
full particulars of the process, its cost, and 
details of the uses to which it can be put in 
the building trade. The company specialises in 
carrying out ‘“ Sherardizing’’ for the actual 
makers of such items as steel casements, metal 
trim, electrical conduit, iron door furniture, 
screws, nails, nuts, bolts, washers, gate fittings, 
etc. [Stand No. 253.] - 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The exhibits of Glover, Webb and Liversidge, 
Ltd., 561 Old Kent-road, SE1, will include a 
“ Transport ” 41 cu. yd. bulk refuse carrier on 
a Foden FG6/15 chassis, used to transfer re- 
fuse in bulk from cities and urban areas to re- 
mote disposal sites. It is arranged for over- 
head loading from hoppers, conveyors or from 
tipping platforms, and is equipped with a heavy 
duty all-steel moving floor, claimed to discharge 
refuse quickly and safely on uneven ground. 
Also displayed will be a 24 cu. yd. rear-loading 
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refuse collection semi-trailer for use with 3- or 
4-wheeled mechanical horse. Other exhibits 
will include an 18 cu. yd. dual-tip ground-load- 
ing refuse collector with load packing by verti- 
cal tipping; a 10 cu. yd. “Derby” type 
refuse collector on a Karrier “ Bantam” 
chassis (a slide-loading design with vertical 
sliding); and a low-loading salvage trailer of 
44 cu. yd. capacity. [Stand No. 61.] 


Featured by M. and L. Haycraft, Ltd., St. 
Stephen’s House, Westminster, SWI, will be 
the ‘‘ Agaphone,” a 17} lb. dictating machine 
designed specifically for businessmen, under- 
stood to be capable of “ taking” dictation for 
up to 60 minutes at a time and which can be 
used for recording conferences and meetings. 
The recording medium is wire which can be used 
over and over again, and the recordings are 
automatically erased when a further recording 
is made. ontrols are finger-operated, and a 
time control device automaticaiiy enables any 
= PA — to be quickly found. [Stand 

o. 201. 


Exhibited on the stand of Wallace and 
Tiernan, Ltd., Power-road, W4, will be a 
range of plant and instruments designed for the 
application of chemicals in the domestic and 
industrial fields. Of particular interest will be 
the newly-developed IT “ Silactor,” designed 
for the accurate production and feeding of 
chlorine activated silica as an aid to coagulation 
and sedimentation for removing particulate 
matter from turbid raw waters. is under- 
stood to provide a continuous process of silica 
activation; reduce handling of chemicals to a 
minimum ; and to require the minimum of floor 
space. Another prominent feature among the 
exhibits will be a typical layout for automatic 
de-chlorination and residual chlorine control. 
Other exhibits will consist of chemical control 
apparatus and feed devices for operating at a 
wide range of capacities. [Stand No. 125.] 





PUBLIC WORKS CONGRESS 


Provisional Programme List 


(THE Public Works and Municipal Services 

Congress and Exhibition is to be held 
from November 15 to 20, at Olympia, 
London. A review of the principal exhibits 
begins on page 793 of this issue. The pro- 
visional programme of the Congress has also 
been published and details are given below: 


November 15.—‘* Maintenance and Management of 
Municipal Properties,’ by Miss Helen G. Alford, 
BA, FRICS, chief housing officer of Kensington Royal 
Borough, in conjunction with Mr. E. J. Edwards, 
FRICS, ARIBA, Director of Housing for West- 
minster City. 3.15 p.m. 

November 15.—‘* Some problems in mixing granu- 
lar materials used in road construction,’’ by Messrs. 

. E. Clare. BSc, ARIC, R. H. H. Kirkham, PhD, 
AMICE, and R. S. Millard, PhD, AMICE, of the 
Road Research Laboratory. 3.15 p.m. 

November 15.—** Practical Aspects of Planning and 
Construction of Sewerage Schemes,’’ by Mr. W. D. 
Haworth, MICE. 3.15 p.m. 

_ November 16.—"‘ Practicability of accelerating and 
simplifying processes of design, preparation and 
execution of large road schemes in interests of speed 
and economy '’—the winning paper in a prize com- 
petition organised by the County Surveyors’ Society. 
10.30 a.m. 

November 16.—‘‘ The Architect in Local Govern- 
ment Service ’’—the winning paper in a prize com- 
petition organised by the City and Borough Architects’ 
Society. 10.30 a.m. : 

November 16.—** Utilisation and Disposal of 
Sewage Sludge,’”’ by Mr. B. Townend, CBE, 
MICE, Chief Engineer, Main Drainage Department, 
Middlesex CC. 10.30 a.m. : ‘ 

November 16.—‘* Solution of Traffic Engineering 
problems in a County Area by use of Statistics.” by 
Mr. K. Summerfield, MSc, AMICE, deputy county 
surveyor, Oxon. 2.30 p.m. ‘ a 

November 16.—‘* Housing to High Density,” by 
Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, FRIBA, City Archi- 
tect of Birmingham. 2.30 p.m. ee 

November 16.—‘‘ Contribution of Lighting to Safety 
on the Roads.”” by Mr. J. M. Waldram, BSc, 
AMIEE. 2.30 p.m. : 

November 17.—‘‘ Problems of Industrial Relocation 
arising from Re-development Schemes.”’ by Mr. N. 
Borg, AMICE, Re-development Officer, City of 
Birmingham. 10.30 a.m. 

November 17.—‘* Catering—Gas Industry and the 
Public Service.” by Mr. N. R. Junkinson an@ Mr. 
A. S. Williams (N. Thames Gas Board). 10.30 a.m. 

November 17.—‘* Recent developments in Produc- 
tion and Use of Road Tar,”” by Mr. G. H. Fuidge 
(South-Eastern Gas Board). 10.30 a.m. 

November 17.—‘* Playing Fields,” by Mr. A. T. 


Harrison, DInstPA, Superintendent of Parks, City of 
Edinburgh. 10.30 a.m. 

November 17.—‘‘ Effect of modern tendencies in 
Estate Lay-out on Cost of Future Maintenance and 
Servicing ’’—the winning paper in a prize competition 
organised by the Institution of Municipal Engineers. 


.30 p.m. 

November 17.—‘‘ Organisation and Methods—its 
application to work of Engineer and Surveyor,” by 
Mr. Granville Berry, MICE, City Engineer and Sur- 
veyor of Coventry, and Mr. P. L. Davies, 
AMIMechE, Organisation Officer of the O. and M. 
Division of HM Treasury. 2.30 p.m. 

November 17.—‘‘ Maintenance of Soil Fertility— 
the part of the Smallholder.’’ by Mr. E. W. Russell, 
FRICS, County Land Agent, Bedfordshire. 2.30 p.m. 

November 17.—** Effects of Smoke Pollution on 
Plant Life,’’ by Mr. R. C. McMillan, MBE, Director 
of Parks, City of Manchester. 2.30 p.m. 

November 18.—‘* Mechanical Plant: - its —. 
ment in relation to Site Conditions,’’ by Mr. W. K. 
Laing, MA, AMICE, and Mr. E. U. Broadbent, 
BSc(Eng.). 10.30 a.m. 

November _18.— ‘‘ Recruitment, Education and 
Training of Employees in the Water Industry ’— 
winning paper in a prize competition organised by the 
British Waterworks Association. 10.30 a.m. 

November 18.—‘* Repair, Improvement and Recon- 
ditioning of Houses ’’—winning paper in a prize com- 
petition organised by the Sanitary Inspectors’ Asso- 
ciation. 10.30 a.m. 

November 18.—** The production of Stabilised 
Soil Road Bases,’’ by Mr. H. L. Kerr, BSc, AMICE, 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Dartford. 2.30 p.m. 

November 18.—Session under the auspices of the 
British Waterworks Association. 2.30 p.m. 

November 18.—‘‘ Efficiency of Building Drainage 
Systems,’”” by Major F. J. Crabb, BEng, MICE, 
er scientific officer, Building Research Station. 

.30 p.m. 

November 18.—‘‘ Prevention of Atmospheric Pollu- 
tion,’”’ by Mr. W. B. Kennedy, senior smoke inspector, 
Manchester City Council. 2.30 p.m. = 

November 19.—'‘ Re-development and Rehabilita- 
tion of Residential Areas ’’—winning paper in a prize 
a organised by the Town Planning Institute. 

.30 a.m 


November 19.—‘‘ Principles of Sewage Works 
Design in relation to River Board requirements ’’— 
winning paper in a prize competition organised by the 
Institute of Sewage Purification. 10.30 a.m. 

November 19.—** Mechanical versus non-mechanica! 
Refuse Disposal: review of costs ’’—winning paper in 
a prize competition organised by the Institute of 
Public Cleansing. 10.30 a.m. i a 

November 19.—‘* Car Parking in Central Areas, 
by Mr. C. D. Buchanan, AMICE, ARIBA. 2.30 p.m. 

November 19.—‘‘ Implementation of the Rivers 
(Prevention of Pollution) Act, 1951,’’ by Mr. M. 
Lovett, FRICS, MRSanI, chief inspector, Yorkshire 
Ouse River Board. 2.30 p.m. t ‘ 

November 19.—‘‘ Recrui‘ment and Training of 
Public Cleansing Supervisors,” by Mr. P. Fairlie, 
MInstPC, Director of Cleansing, City of Glasgow. 
2.30 p.m. 
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The Allis-Chalmers HD-5G Tracto-Shovel was the first successful crawler mounted shovel of its 
type and is still recognised as the finest in the world. It was pioneered in Britain by Mackay 
in 1948 and, during six years of arduous work, has proved its versatility and sturdiness. 


Tracto-Shovels ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE COMPLETE RANGE OF Allis-Chalmers TRACTORS 


i") 
HD-5G Bucket capacity : HD-9G chet capacity : HD-15G Bucket gapacity 


14 yards heaped, 1 yard struck 24 yards heaped, 2 yards struck 33 yards heaped, 3 yands.asruck 5 yards heaped, 4 yards struck 


iie-er:@-8 41 of Peltham 


MACKAY ADUSTRIAL BQUIPMENT LTD., PAGGS ROAD, FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX (FELTHAM 3435) 





THE BUILDER 


The Greeks had no 
word for this. . 2 


A brainy Greek named Pythagoras 
evolved a theory which brought fame to 
him and sleepless nights to generations of 
school boys. The details escape us now 
but there was a long word “‘ hypotenuse ”’ 
and something about triangles, right 
angles and other angles. 


Talking about angles, did you know 
there is a very simple way of fixing scaf- 
folding tubes together at any angle? 
It’s the NO-BOLT Swivel Coupler. 
It makes a very secure coupling. 
What’s more it cuts erection costs by 
as much as 80% (saving you many 
sleepless nights). You. don’t need a 

brain like Pythagoras 

to fix it either, just a 
FABRICATED single tap with a 


hammer to secure or 
NO-B release it. We don’t 


know what the Greeks 


SWIVEL COUPLER would have called it, 
. Type S.S. but we do know that 
it’s saving builders an 
awful lot of time, 
labour and money. 

Write for details. 


* 


No-Bolt swivel coupler is 
now also available with 


‘CAPTIVE WEDGE’ 


Generally used for brac- 
ing heavy scaffolding, 

\ it's: also very handy for 
connecting parallel tubes 
for temporary handrails 
on stairs or stands. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING. APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 tongow-Roed, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
~ of 78 Fel. = Sandy 104° > 





...Use Mangers every time! After all, it is 
specially made for the job and, whether you are 
preparing the surface for fresh paint or just 
cleaning down that grimy old paintwork, 
Mangers gets results! 


Enquiries to your local stockist or MANG tR. 


J. Manger & Son Lrd., 


57d, Kingsland High Street, 
London, E.8. 


SPECIALLY MADE FOR CLEANING PAINT 
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D STAYPUT THE SAME PATTERN 
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No. 00. No. 0. No. 1; No. 2. 
Arms 23" 4" 53" 7 


THE RHODES “STAYPUT"”: ADJUSTER 


is a simple but strong device for holding .. . 

Garage Doors Caravan Windows 

House Doors Greenhouse Skylights 

Van Doors Locker Doors 

Cupboard Doors Swing Mirrors 
Cabinet Lids 

... and anything else which moves on hinges. 


Ruopes CHAINS LtD. 





- WRITE FOR 
aceon Hoase, Kin: , London, W.C.2 
mater 2135/67 Rhodespaca, pene BROCHURE No. 
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-CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


be information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the Rubber Bricks for ganged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 
Peni ee : : : > 2 am, M ock Facings 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not Q“douke hed > Rem Ome (ak: © 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations (London Sites) 


or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities —— (London sites), White, Wvory, Brown— 


ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include Headers 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices —— — oe ees 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and One side andtwoends  ... 
merchants. Two sides and one end ‘aa ‘ 
Splays and Squints eee ” 
AGGREGATES AND SAND Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and All above prices my a Pipe voy quality and 
co 


St. Pancras. 


— =~, 
ecoceceo * a So’ 


cooocecoe 12 co of 


an 


SCwCoweHw 


Pit Ballast aes Be i nee aha are r yd. 
Pi: Sand ite ack “sy us San ae _ 
Washed Sand... as 
{i in. Shingle ° 

in. Broken Brick ° 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Ho.Liow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 

Pan Breeze... Minimum 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate... «.. ‘ lorry loads. 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton Zin. ve vee :140 yds. ‘ ++ per yd. 

hn ee aaa aaa ie a _< 

- |” waa it s. 
aceite jute sacks or paper bags. “i ii s sic vy) a rds 
Best British Portland Cement. Sandee | pecifica- sisal extra charge. 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. CLINKER CONCRETE. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site... aes 7) gee on ° 100 yds. 

1 to 6 tons, site pe 24 in. ie ch 85 yds. 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement i in 6-ton loads 3 in. daa is 75 yds. 

and upwards to site ud 4 in. wee ma 55 yds. 

Ito6ton do. ae 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per CRANHAM 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 2 in. pal ese 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots aus 23 in. 
Other colours according to colour - ka ae 
TT — —_ 211s. 9d. to 4356. 9d. = ton. ae 

ite Portlan ment ie pe a 

Ppl g pc 4 in. Load bearing quality ae A 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in éiso lots FLoor BLocks 

and upwards 3 B 12 liver " 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above ~~. - we cient ™ - pa ws “ 

Portland Cement. 4 in. do. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £1017s. 9d. 5 in. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 6 in. 
Lightning and Ciment seats Brands High Alumin- 7 in. 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and - ae 8 in. 
— Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

ondon ove aus ue aaa ose 


—_ 


“RON” 


eee 


Sr Ih OO 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


BRICKS The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
Full Loads. delivered London Area. 
First Hard Stocks... * ° . eee A 7 i Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Second Hard Stocks ... ta ass bs oa 1 Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Mild Stocks... Best Quality +674% +97 %  +1073% 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question ; B.S.S. Best do. +10% + bi) +1087" +974% +10% 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must Tested Quality +3788, HH +373% +974? +374% 
be obtained from job to job. B.S.S. Tested do. +47324673% +47424974% Ha ons 
2iin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. a a. 
District Commons 3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. lengths) ... --» per 1,000 ry 13 6 
Cellular GQ aes 4 in. ae ae aa nae an nag sa 142 0 
Keyed Gi. se 
Rustics eco eco 
Cellular Rustics . 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... aaa 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — ae 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) an a 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park ea one . per ft. cube 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground an 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea __,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ous aa = 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. a’ 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B 
Southern Region 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, ay near sayin 
stooled cills ee - per ft. cube 
12 in. X 6 in. do. “do. ees i 
12 in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated... aa 
12 in. xX 3 in. Weathered and twice throated one ‘a 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. 
4} in. X 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top. and. face .. 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes oof sup. 


Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... eee <a 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) oa ‘as 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) ... 

2hin. Best Stourbridge Fire me Condon 
Stations) .... 

3 in. do. (London Stations) | 

2}¢in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 

7 oa Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 


tes) 
24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 


tes) 
41 Ps Hand-made Sandface. ‘Multi-Colour "Facings 
(London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour “Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork “ 
Do. do. fair one aoe = pe one 
brickwork << aie 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. — Steps, rubbed on top and edge 
14 in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, ru on top 
and front “e 
12 in. X6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 
Zin. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 


per ft. run 


per ft. sup. 


2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random ms oe peryd.sup 2 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 

Lincolnshire district Bes sve ae 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district Bes es 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district .. 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district eee 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district ... 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ° 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles —_ eae 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 

do. Interlocking (49S) . 

Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 


paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
Mn ,000 _ 


xXXRXXKXXKXKX 


Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality ooo 
Carcassing quality do. »» 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring : os rf 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. 
do. Honduras do. 
European do. 
Japanese do. ove 
English Logs sawa 
8 in. average S.E. 
African Logs sawn 


DOORS (in Lots I-11) 

Delivered London area. 

1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern - in. oe 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a oes 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. abe ose 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. do. but top panel open. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. Panel, top panel open. 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) is 
(67 yds. to 1 ton) 
(52 yds. to 1 ton) 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. do. (G9 yds. tolton) ... 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of thickness. 
é in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


Pattern 4 x G in deal 


Pattern 2 x G in deal 


per yd. 
$ in. do. 
2 in. do. 


kat 100 sq. ft. 


in. eee > aaa a ee a 
in. 
in. ene Flat Building Sheets ” oat . per yd. sup 
— Felt, 1I-ply ... aa oe 


2-pl 
ms... Scotch Glue, 44 slabs... 


do. as 
Croid Glue __... 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) 


fit per i cwt. 
=> 50th 
per ton 


per ft. cube 


do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . 


= Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. 


lots) 


4 in. and up (4cwt. lots) 


van ALS 
Basis Joists— 


Sree. Joists, Etc. 


per cwt. 


6in. x Sin.,8in. x Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. 


12 in. x 6 in. ane cut to altaiagsan delivered London 


area eae 
Extra for sizes 
3in. x 1% in. 

3 in. x 3 in., 4 in. 
4in. x 1? in. 

42 in. 18 bes 24 i 


X 3 in., Sin. X 2b in, 


in, % Tein. 


Sin. X< 3 in., 22 in. x 7 


per ton 


” 
” 
” 
” 
” 


t 


perft.cube 1 
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Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
£95 to “s 
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. £ 
- perton 1 
bs 


6 in. 
9 in. 
10 in. 
5 in. 
7 in. 
10 in. 
13 in. 
14 in. 
16 in. 
18 in. 
20 in. x 7hi in. 
Steel angles average price 
Steel tees average price... 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
Compound girders 
Stanchions ase 
Compound stanchions we 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock } in. diam., -“ a at 
din. diam. =f ane a 
¥s in. do. . 
gin. do. 
tin. do. 


oy 


12 in. 
6 in. 
8 in. 

10 in. 

14 in. 

15 in. 

16 in. 

18 in. 


NA®SUUbDS AVY 
sass pehe pon» pues eb RSID kr tae 
BSSSSS -...85 
PPPPP og? 
: XXKXXXXX€: 
* COUN SAU’ 
55° S55 
PPSPPS 


5 


‘per ton extra 


MILD STEEL TuBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Galvanised igs W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


Class A — 
Class B ; 4 Light + 233% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
ClasC + 2440 Heavy + 303% 


Black— 


ClassB — 117% 


Light + 11% Malleable List — 35% 
ClassC + 3% 


Heavy + 1 18}°2 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 
4} in. 
5 in. 


3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 
4% in. 
5 in. 


~ yd. in wine a 

2 in. 
24 in. 
3 in. 
34 in. 5/8 
4 in. 6/11 
LCC. CoareD ben Pipes 

1/Tt 5/10 


8/1 6/6 

3 in. oat 7/2 

34 in. 10/1} 8/ll 

4 in. 11/63 10/- 14/7 
Above prices for anne rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 

only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 

tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 2} per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 

In — m 

cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. 

iol” h OT 34/5 16/6 
woe, we 36/3 34/3 

ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 

Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. a 
in. 


2 in. 
24 in. 


Bends Branches 
28/9 


3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 
Shoes ... o ach 
Single Branches = = 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 
do. 6in. do. ,, 


Aspestos O.G. 
5 in. 





Gutters 6-ft. piceaale 
Drop ends 

Stop Ends 

Angles 

Nozzles ee 
Union Clips ... 


_~ yd. 
each 


Gutters 6-ft. lengths .. ‘Per 3 Lar 
Dropends... aoe 
Stopends... wee 
Angles wae 
Nozzles ses we 
Union Clips .. 


h 2/1 
/9 





a 


4/8 
3/10 
4/l 
3/10 
2/1 


if 
2/il 
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Yo + 40% 


—. 
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liscounts: c “ O tirvage 
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THERE'S 
TIMBER... 


—there in the sea, doing the job 
it’s done for years on end—a vital part of 
the scheme of things, and taken for granted. 
See how good timber firms become like good 
timber! There’s Travis & Arnold, for example, 
doing the job they’ve done for years on end — 
to thousands of users a vital part of the 
scheme of things and, like the timber they 
sell, just taken for granted — 

THAT’S REPUTATION! 


TRAVIS « ARNOLD TIMBER IMPORTERS 
LIMITED AND BUILDERS MERCHANTS 


ce auaoae can BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
JOHN EEDE BUTT & SONS Head Office: NORTHAMPTON 








THE BUILDER November 12 1954 


FOR MORE LOADS PER HOUR AND MORE 
PROFITS PER LOAD 


%* High traction, low ground pressure with six forward 
and two reverse gears give the Mark III faster, first- 
attempt power for every job. 


* All main pivots on the dozer are fitted with heavy 
duty rubber bushes eliminating vibration and the need 
for greasing. 

* The five track rollers have improved oil seals to keep 
lubricant in—and dirt out—ensuring long life under 
the very worst conditions. 


%* Behind the County Crawler stands your Dealer— 
equipped to give you first-class service on both the 
Crawler and its equipment. Repairs, replacements and 
reconditioning of tracks are all at low cost. 


You get power in plenty with the Mark III - 


County Crawler Hydraulic Braydozer, but what 
a surprise when you compare its size and power 
with its cost-paring economy of operation! The 
secret? It was designed and built as a balanced 
unit of tractor and dozer. Put the Mark III to 
work on your next job...watch its power, 
speed, economy and low initial cost reflected on 


the right side of your cost-sheets ! 


COUNTY CRAWLER MARKIII 


FORDSON MAJOR WITH COUNTY FULL TRACKS 


COUNTY COMMERCIAL CARS (SALES) LIMITED 
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METALS—continued - 


Per ton basis 
in pences 
s. d. 


£ 
lron—Staffordshire e Merchant Quality oa it au © 
Mild Steel Bars ies fas aaa ees SS 
Mild Steel Hoops ioe e ous aia tas ace en 


Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 


20 gauge aa aa see seo ‘ne ese -- 4614 6 

24 per eae ae an “~ eee poe «. 4719 6 

26 ga oat aa «. 49 9 6 
Gakenaal Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge af aes das sis a «. 5312 0 

24 ~~ “ae ina oe Ae ee wee daz ae ae @ 

26 gaug a ae iy a 
G obeniena Flat sheets C.R. and ©. rye 

20 gauge ie oe aes oon ees cn Bee So 

24 gauge ye die see pee ana “ae «a wl © 

26 gauge = 2 G 


Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. tin. Zin. lin. 
Scoumiaaen bib cocks eae 
head for iron 77/- 114/6 


Toilet bib cocks for iron «. 99/- 142/- 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 


5 0 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton re 

Ss. ° 


1jin. Tin. 2in. 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/— 323/6 462/- 815/- 


do. with two unions for lead 89/- 13 35 
Double nut boiler screws “i. See 


234/4 419/- 3554/6 1234/3 


3/- 59/6 83/8 


42/- 43/ 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 68/3 1535/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 


Plumbers’ union —_ rane to 


iron... eee ees A 21/- i Py akg Pes ry 


1 1} in. 
Caps and screws eee eee 9/9 36/4 2/9 
Brass sleeves... ess ee 


Lead P. trap with vanias one 


screws o- «= 66//- 82/- 
Lead S. trap do. as os = 98/- 
Solder 

Plumbers’ es ead Roe ae hes ie 

Tinmen’s el AR <a was nas eee 


Blow p 


3$ in 
32/6 105/6 137/6 


27/6 4 
“tk x 61b. "NE xc eb. 2x 7\Ib. 3 x 7 Ib. 


9/6 66/- 67/- 
132/- 224/- 
161 /- 290/- 
s. a. 
per lb. = 
4 2 


” 


4 3 


Copper =. BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 324d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


tra 
din. x 19 153 T % 
in. X gauge éae otal per Ib. 
in, MIE eg, om 10 a ” 301 
1 in. x 18 ” eee 9. ” ” 41 
i} in. x 18 ” eee 8 ” ” 4 
Itin. x 18 ,, ne 8} oes 
2 in. 7 10} ‘a 42% 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price £: Ge, 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... perton 335 15 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 719 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. a Z tr 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. ae 7% -3 
Brass tubes basic ain - gauge -_ manufactur- 
ing extras... eee per Ib. 2 1¢ 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Somes’ ‘ounties 


Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ae 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over Zin. to 4 in. dia. 

do. over 4 in. dia. ma 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 


5 cwt. and under 1 ton aGa ass a 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. des Wea 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on a 
do. White do. do. 


Sirapite Coarse do. do. aee 

do. Fine do. do. <n 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads as ae pi 
Hydrated Lime do. ees eee «se nee 


Lump Lime do. est 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads... 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton —_ 

Po ual Chips in 6-ton loads ate oe aia 


Gypsum Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board zi in. thick 600 
To nds and over in one delivery. Delivered site 
Guamn' a, Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., }in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery: Delivered site ... eee one aia 
1,200 yds. 


So eé 
perton 147 0 0 
* 148 5 0 
hi 149 15 0 
ens 151 15 O 
se 149 15 0 
per cwt. 2 @ 
+ 4 0 

a 6 0 
per ton 7.6. 6 
ya 714 3 

ne 4 ¢-@ 

ne 717 0 

‘ 6 9 6 

es +2 6 

‘ S526 

a 10 4 0 

” 918 6 

* 26 3 
percwt. 417 6 
per yd. 2 2 
- z.. 

” 2 5 

ee 2 4 








PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 


Ceiling Distemper... ece ose ace eee 


Washable Distemper «as aie see 
Gloss Paint... ten 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) jan 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 


pe 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. lots in i ames tins 
a pe 


Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. keg 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg a 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib.” ese 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ee 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. on 
Siieain 


Turpentine substitute ‘ 5 PF we ) drums ei tra . 


do. do. 40 gal.) do. do. ... a 


Solignum, Brown (5 a cans) Exterior... 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... aa ae 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ant we 
White Lining Paper ... oes sae aod 


VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 


Oak Varnish, Outside or a ond one “as 


Oak Pale Copal do. ie ese 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside... ... eco 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... wa eee 


Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... : 
Finest Carriage Varnish in , 
Front Door Varnish ... ‘saa “ 
Japan Gold Size dia eee ‘ 


Black Japan ... ae eee eee 
Brunswick Black ae a8 vote <n 
Berlin Black ... sia pe “a ‘aa 
Terebene aa oon 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... pee aa 


French and Brush Polish (do.) aS aa 


GLASS. 
Delivered London area. 


18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes .. 


24 OZ. ” ” ” ” ” 
26 OZ. ” ” ” ” ” 
32 Oz. ” ” ” 
tin. Rolled Plate a HES uae 


fs in. and fin. Rough Cast 


in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard ‘Patterns: 


hite 
do. Standard Tints ... 
do. Special Tints 


¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 


Reedlyte and ne 
din. Wired Cast . Be ee ae 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast mm ia 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 

P.B.2 5% x 53 x 3 - iain «eo 
P.B.3 MmxH«3 Sia ae 
P.B.32 7t x 7} 4 x 3 in. 

Radiused er winpaete to ani up with— 
P.B.2 aes 
P.B.3 aa aaa aa eid cha 
P.B.32 ry a8 

din. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. "Qealty— 

In plates not exceedipg 2 ft. sup. ... aes 

5 ft. sup. ... put 
45 ft. sup. ... eae 
100 ft. sup. ; 


” ” ” 


din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 


“Reeded, 


£ . 
t cwt. 1 
a ees a . 
pergal. 2 10 
percwt. 3 ll 
rewt. 8 . 
per gal. 3 
rewt. 7 7 
a 27 
per tin 9 
per gal. 10 
hs il 
” 
” 4 
a 6 
” 2 
per Ib. 1 
per piece 1 
per gal. 12 


Ne ee et et BN ND ee et ee 
— 
So 


coon 






onooo soso 


SCHOAWH 


coceoocoeonoaaacan 


Per ft. super 
d 


ue 


UMAPWa ADWN £8NMN mew 


sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 


Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or a in. one rae or 135 in. 


both ways ... 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto . 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on eer. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


 *) 
Q 


c 
Amuns Cow NNO 


2 i Ree 


Cw 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 

pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 

Minimum Per * super 
. a 


Description of Glass 
18 az. sheet O.Q. ... oss eee ave 

ee a te ue és 
z = ae ae vas dee see eco a 


rn "Rolled Pilate... 

tin. Figured Rolled and ” Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 

tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “‘Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte aaa a8 

fs in. and }in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast... 

}in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ox. ‘a tie 

tin. Georgian Wired Cast pes aa pe 


quantity 


2;000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 
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The Builder 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 








‘ yom Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. PR Grade. 
Se ee A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. ..sessco.-, 
Abereavenay eosensonsbonsesses Craftsmea ... ie: es 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 Sittingbourne 


ay Labourers td = re 3/34 3/3 3/24 3/2 Sines UD. wins 









































































































































































































































































































































Town, Grade. | ee Sleaford U.D. ... 
. Al Loxton Slough ........... 
i oi os aa wo (| Smethwick CB . 
“ae i ¢ : A Lyneham (Devon) ...........-A2 Sen act taagroreens 
sei : A Macclesfield — ......ss0e+0000+. A Southampton ....... ni ete 
A Be 
Gainsborough U. D. ".A | Maldon (Essex) . AL Sout vShiciés — 
be on aldin; 
Calder Valley . . ® Gateshead Malvern U.D... Al Stafford” M.B... Be 
Cambridge .... net Gillingham (Kent) 2 Manchester ... wee BIMINEE: cc.<cacccc co 
Cannock U.D. . A Glossop Manningtree ..... Al Stamford M.B. ... : 
Canterbury as ype — i — M.B. aie Stantonwick  ........ A 
epscescrecscscecceseceaoess rshire, Cn y. oO eecccccccooecs one Ss 2 A 
) Cardiganshire, County of tho SPRMEINEE encaccencocsscerts DABIGAND o.<gnssessccesscceseres A2 BAERS oun. aidcusestcosuncs A 
Ashford (Middlesex). EL CRE A Goole M.B..........scceeeeeee = Market “Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. .... 
Ce PET Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 RIDEDORE  ccrovesccsconccvcevester A MArypoit .....rsecccccerereeeeess A Stockton-on-Tees .. 
Ee Caernarvonsbire, Cnty. of tA2 Grantham’ M.B...........00+ A Matlock U.D. .. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. a 
Ashton-under-Lyne A MPEOUND so vs2s sons casseeres entre A RPMNOMENMD- (occosccasncesosseeses A Melksham .......... -A2 Stoke Orchard ae 
tria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford nar Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable ............ A2 Stourbridge MB. Ayccicéecton 
A “mad R.D. (partsof) A Caterham ............... A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.......Al Stourport U.D. : 
Aylesbury ..........scscsce00 A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith . A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ..........0006 ereeeeeees A EG WIIOIEOD ov cacccissicisas- 
Seas Uvorks) ake A Charmy Down ...... ane Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough eve eA Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ... 
Aylesham .......... .-A2 Chatham & District ......... Al Guilsborough....... «Al Middleton .....seeeseeerseeeees A Sunderland District ......... A 
Bagshot A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D..........A Guiseley .........scesesseeseenes A ree Sunningdale ...........000000 Al 
a: we a —— Spaeneeaen —_ Halesowen M.B. A Milford Haven ............... «4 Sutton ¢ Coldfield M.B. ......A 
eltenham .... ae eo ee ae A wa TL ccccccccccccccecccces 
Bamard Gastie UD -w | Chepstow... At | Halstead”... SVA2 | Morley A | Swanag Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. .. i. Chertsey eocce coe A Haresfield .... Al Mundesley A2 A 
Barnsley i: oe eee A ee ee A PARORWIED ses ciacesiavsesccese eer Swindon ..... daseusousaceconcnsaae 
Barrow-in-Furness ...........A Chesterfield M.B.. oA Harpenden ... WA PNEIBON csissasaicercasscces ee we 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D Chesterfield R.D........cccc000. A Harrogate ... si Newark-on-Trent J] ae Tamworth ROT 
Me Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Hartlepool ........... er Oe A2 
A Chichester .............:s00000 A2 BERENS \oaoskecvccecssvseussencel A Newcasile-ca-iyne ae scene Tewkesbury _ ......0..s000..00eAl 
or RD. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .... ee 4 Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A Thames Haven 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _....000500 ey Sy 3 New Forest District ......... Al Thetford ........00« 
Basingstoke ere cn ct A2 Hatfield SS aR A Newmarket elk Thorpe Bay ....... PR ey 
"Sipe aia ei CRRMIEY > cssoctasisvassstinenree A Haywards Heath . aS Newport, Mon. ... ‘ Thurrock U.D.C. Area ......A 
Batley ...... “Poa pone soesee oe ioe Hempstead «.. CERES A a as _ » Northof, to Billericay A 
Et TE RES. Al ACELDOIPES ..seeeseeereeeeeeees enley-on-Thames .........A2 lewton ee os = Tilb PRE, AR GAPE aay 
avai HF & District Clevedon Al ES RE HES A2 Northallerton Dist. seuss Pee ir as “A 
OEMS” Ses cocsvsvonssrsrsnerso A = sneee a en Cnty. of... we Levey oer C.B.... a Tonbridge .... Al 
MEETOC .cc0e erne ort. CIES, coccccce eee 
ogee A 1 Coalville UD. A | Hertford Norton Radstock . ee ~~ -~deonne “ee 
gE aia ere Cobham (Surrey)... A Hexham U ‘i MMOL WICH. ‘ociscessiss5s00 eae Trowbridge .........css0s..-A2 
Bedale R.D. ved — soseseeeee ~~ ee Te) ems CB. Ssecteee wooo Tunbridge Wells. Sea oma 
“ eee SU ee ee eve 'ynemou' ets eee 
- Colwyn Bay ... Al Highworth ............ ance 2 i 
Bedlington | Soe — AL | Hirao cA2 | Oakham UDrewneowecAz | Uppingha (ain) Al 
Beeston & Stapletord uo A SRE viccsstesvctaveecesstaccye A Hitchin ...... ae Ongar .......... Bt KOLET WK. oe 
Miter. TIEP.....5ssecissecesesess A OD -sisosccsaccevacheosasees Al Hoddesdon. ........ccccccceseses A Ormskirk . A Wakefield ..... rrr? Y 
Belton A Cornwall, County of......fA2 Horley ........ EN Ossett and Horbury | a Wallsend B. ..... A 
os ere pam ee eee A | Horsham as | ee wal “‘~ | Walsall C.B. .. a7 
Berrington ......-.-- AL | Cranbrook ... sees Horwich .... rood” EON aesheneibsoiens WAL | Walsden ......... A 
| amr. 9 District me Cranleigh sereeceecees aes Huddersfield er P Al Walton-on-Nazé. gwen h 
Beverley ..........+ woos Crawley (Sussex) ............ Hull ........ seeeeee vA ae ee er ee are .. 
Bexhill-on-Sea . at eas A render a ee | ter! orough | Soke . ° rs Warminster ee * | 
Biggleswade ..... AZ | Cromer ..... sss. Huntingdon (Staffs) .........A Pick Soke ......... Al | Warrington ..... A 
Billericay .... a Crowborough ... Ilkley A ic! ering eocceccece eee oe Warwick M.B. “A 
Billing .... ~ Cuckfield paevanes Ingatestone ‘Al coe cece “oe Wellington U. ‘b:- hk 
Billingham U.D. A Dalton-in-Furness . Ipswich . aA Ponty sridd Dacickt ... cel Waly (Norfolk -A2 
Bilsthorpe . A Darlington District Isle of Sheppey A2 jee of oar : vs eee We “i Gar. Cit col 
Birchington A2 Darwen Isle of Thanet.. A2 Portland Rages prea © wyn ar. City ....... A 
irkenhea RE esitcecee 
= ke “~ d CB = D A senses : Isle of Wight .. A2 Portsmouth ....s..ss+eesccseoseoA bn han gat _— A 
irmingham . enbi: RN ees Se a eS “eae a OF eee GS 2 EO . 
Bishop Auckland A Derby CB. Jarrow M.B. sel Port Talbot .... nai Westcliff-on-Sea sdesd A 
Bishop’s Stortford Devires "A2 Keighley ......... A Se nm sees me Westerham _......... coooAl 
Bispham ......... aGen oauteor Kendal .......s00s0000 A ade javecenbisersniaenial aes ey 
Blackburn Dewsbury A Kenilworth U.D. wA r Weybridge ........ eS * 
Blackpool Didcot 2 a MLB. cescce eaeeate ~4 + season ig County of be es ma siee ae 
: ‘ AMSZALC sssssssssesereceseees TEM CcM Ps cnernagcedassosens 
Bladen UD. — Kidderminster M.B. .........A lei re eo ee 
Blidworth . Dorking King’s Lyntt .....cccecsoceee-Al UOMO “a cccccucocisscesceceveca 
Dorset commas “of (except- Kingskerswell .... : Widnes ...... 
i Kingsteignton .... é Wigan ... coe 
ing Poole, Swanage and eta Wiest 
‘Wimborne Al) AZ |  ARIFKMAM oe ee eeese ree seeee soeee 1ZtON  .eeveee ° 
: Dover A2 Knaresborough UD... Willington ... coon 
apie 1 Dovercourt. i Kn0wle ..ccccccccccccccee Wilmslow ....... +A 
Al Driffield U.D. 1 bse County of .........$A2 
Bournemouth A Droitwich M.B. A INCHESET - cocceee eo coed 
Bracknell A2 Dudley M.B. A Rugby M.B. a ‘cacniee ® 
Bradford ...... A Dunstable .. A Saffron Walden A2 b emer and Eton......... - 
Bradford-on-Avon A2 Durham City ak St. Albans A Witham sean a ea 
phkepanéos®: Al St. Helens A cccecceccces eves 
A2 Eastbourne ........... wA St. Neots A2 Woking (District) . Al 
A2 E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......... A Salisbu: Cit A2 Wokingham ............0006 AZ 
‘| East Grinstead District...A2 Salisbury Plain” ‘2 | Wolverhampton C.B. ......A 
x Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... A Lincoin C.B Sawbridgeworth A WIGOGUEINED | Sociscicescsesece 
* Ebbw Vale & District......... A Littlehampton "A2 Saxmundham ... "A2 Worcester C.B 
f Edenbridge  ..........sccceees A2 . ws Workington 
A Liverpool ... ; Scarborough . A WwW MB 
A eoee Liandudno Scunthorpe A orksop MLB. os wt | 
"2 oa * ee see A | Wrexham (inci. Gola) ......A 
A Long Eaton Sheerness ‘A2 WHOUGIKOE — eseccccccccccceses 
eve uceesoserecke A Louguiborough Sheffield A wee 
(Cheshire) ......A Louth M.B. .. Shipley .. “A yMONdhAaM .....ccecccecerse-AZ 
A pence abaecacauespaescaseee A Shoeburyness A York A 





®For Birkenhead. Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 36. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :-—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d, ; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. + Plus 2d. per working day. t This is the County rate and applies. except where higher grades are stated. 
—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day ; ; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Women’s RATES.—in a! districts throughout the country the rate of wages or women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 806 
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RAWLTIES 


Here you see how easily and quickly formwork is erected with 
Rawlties. Shuttering is fixed or removed in a matter of minutes 
—you need no struts after the first lift! No through bolts either— 
Rawiltie bolts and cones are used over and over again. Whenever 
you use formwork, save time, timber and money by using Rawlties, 
Rawloops (for reinforced and taper walls) or Rawlhangers (when 
laying floors, solid or pre-cast). 

Write now for handsome technical brochure—‘ Lower cost of 
raising the shuttering "—full of practical information on shuttering 
problems. 


ENDORSED BY FAMOUS BUILDING CONTRACTORS: 
E. B. Badger & Sons Ltd. W. E. Chivers & Sons Ltd. Custodis(1922)Ltd. 
J. L. Eve Construction Co. Ltd. F.C. Construction Co. Ltd. Foundation 
(Plant) Ltd. W.& C. French Ltd. Gilbert-Ash Ltd. Holloway Bros. 
(London) Ltd. ohn Laing & Son Ltd. Wilson Lovatt & Sons Ltd.! 
Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son Ltd. Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons Ltd. 
Marples,Ridgway & Partners Ltd. Mills ScaffoldCo. Ltd. F.G. Minter Ltd. 
John Mowlem& Co.Ltd. Taylor Woodrow Construction Ltd. 
Trollope & Colls Ltd. Vibrated Concrete Construction Co. Ltd. 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF FIXING DEVICES 
THE RAWLPLUG CO. LTD., CROMWELL ROAD, LONDON, S.W.7 








ANNOUNCING... 
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BLOCKMAKING MACHINES 


Without skilled labour the “Landcrete” makes hard, strong bricks or 
blocks from soil on your building site, Transport is eliminated—“ Landcrete” 
blocks and bricks lay twice as fast. 

Only “Landcrete” 40-ton presses are capable of stabilising soil-cement to 
the requisite density to withstand moisture, pressure and attrition from 
frequent wetting and drying. Whether you are making bricks or blocks 
for your house, your barns, reservoirs or canal linings, be sure and use 
only the genuine “Landcrete” machine. 

“Landcrete” brick, block and tile machines are supplied in a hand- 
operated model, giving up to 2,000 bricks per day, and a power driven 
model with a capacity of 7,000 bricks per day using only unskilled labour. 
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SOLE AGENT: 


D. MACINTYRE 


34 SELSDON ROAD, CROYDON, SURREY 
Tel.: CROYDON 7652 Telegrams: DEEMACEYE, CROYDON 
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The first large-scale use of plywood was for chests for the Indian tea trade. It is still 
accepted as the best material for the job. 

Halfway across the world from India, it saw service with the British North Greenland 
Expedition. Cabins for the expedition’s “ Weasels” had to be made of a material that 
was a good insulator against the cold, and that was light in weight yet strong enough 
to protect men and equipment under the most severe conditions. Only one material 
met the requirements—exterior grade plywood. In this country, where conditions are 
less extreme than in either India or Greenland, plywood is today finding an increasing 
number of applications in every branch of industry, including farming, shipbuilding, 
housing, packaging, engineering and transport, while for the home handyman it has 
endless uses. 

Plywood is a real outdoor material—well worth considering for your next project. 














Teere’s nothing “ihe 


‘ISSUED BY THE TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION LIMITED, 21 COLLEGE HILL, LONDON, E.:C.4 
and branches throughout the country 1057 
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THINNERS FOR PAINT 


Alleged False Trade Description in 
BoT Prosecution 


AUL A. DANIELS, LTD., of 27, 
Haggerston-road, E2, were accused at 
Old-street Magistrates’ Court on October 20 
of contravening the Merchandise Marks Act, 
1887, as amended by the Act of 1953, by 
having in their possession for sale certain 
goods, namely kerosene, to which a false 
irade description, “ Turpentine Substitute,” 
was applied. 

Mr. Reginald Batt (defending counsel) 
entered a plea of “ Not Guilty.” 

Mr. D. A. Grant (for the Board of Trade) 
said the prosecution related to bottles of 
liquid labelled “‘ Turpentine Substitute.” The 
liquid, he said, was a type of kerosene. 

It had nowhere near the same performance 
or behaviour of turpentine and to describe it 
as “ Turpentine Substitute ” was misleading. 

The distillate in the bottles—it was so 
called in the trade—was not a paint thinner 
at all, he claimed. It was not fit to be used 
as such. It had certain paint thinning pro- 
erties but it took much longer to dry than 
turpentine. ‘“‘ Turpentine does thin paint 
vroperly; this does not and I say it is mis- 
leading,” Mr. Grant added. 

Turpentine was a spirit extracted from the 
wood of a tree. Kerosene was distilled from 
petroleum. The Court would have to decide 
what the man-in-the-street thought about it. 
Of course, a person who knew what the 
stuff was, would not be misled, but the 
ordinary man-in-the-street bought it with- 
out knowing what was inside and relied upon 
what the label told him. 

If one could get an ideal substitute for 
turpentine it would be 100 per cent. like 
turpentine. Somewhere between 0 per cent. 
and 100 per cent. the Court must draw a line 
and say, “This is too inferior to call 
“Turpentine Substitute ’.” 

Turpentine was imported and during the 
war it became very scarce. It was neces- 
sary for the trade to find something to use 
in its place and they found in distilled 
petroleum one thing which worked fairly 
well—white spirit. Unfortunately there was 
an increase in the petroleum tax which went 
up 2s. 6d. a gallon. The line drawn by the 
Customs and Excise was between heavy and 
light oil. White spirit attracted the full tax. 


Mr. Grant asked, “Why shouldn’t this 
stuff be called by its proper name? It’s 
kerosene distillate. I suggest the reason it 
is sold as ‘ Turpentine Substitute ’ is because 
they mean the public to think it will act 
like turpentine. It is intended to give that 
impression. Although the long-suffering 
public have been so used to substitutes and 
expect something a bit inferior, they don’t 
expect it to be as inferior as this. That is 
the reason the Board of Trade is bringing 
this prosecution—to protect the public and 


reputable trade manufacturers who don’t like 


this sort of thing being mixed with their 
paint. We are not trying to stop the sale 
of distillate but to stop it being sold under 


999 


the name of ‘ Turpentine Substitute ’. 

James Samuel Newbold, inspector of the 
Board of Trade, told the Court that on May 
25 he went to 27, Haggerston-road, E2 and 
saw Mr. Paul Daniels, the managing director 
of the defendant company. He told Mr. 
Daniels his visit was in reference to a turpen- 
tine substitute which, it was understood, the 
firm had packed and marketed. He also 
said he had bought two bottle of the product 
from retailers and the contents had been 
analysed by the Government Chemist and 
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found to contain a type of kerosene with 
less than 2 per cent. of turpentine, and that 
the Board of Trade contended that under 
the Act the label used to describe the con- 
tents was misleading. 

Mr. Daniels (the inspector went on) said 
that his company filled the bottles and 
labelled them, and he added, “I thought 
everything was all right.” He also said that 
he put in one gallon of turpentine to 100 
gallons of distillate, but he altered this later 
by saying he or witness had made a mistake; 
he had meant to convey 1-5 gallons of tur- 
pentine to 100 gallons of distillate. He said, 
“‘T tried to make a better blend by adding 
turpentine.” 

On June 16 Mr. Daniels told him, “ I have 
decided now to pack white spirit as turpen- 
tine substitute and not distillate.” 

A statement said to have been made by 
Mr. Daniels was read to the Court. It ran: “I 
commenced my business in 1951. In order 
to do this I copied the labels of the firms in 
this class of trade. . . . I used entirely the 
same quality of material but improved on 
the quality by the addition of genuine turps, 
up to 5 per cent. being added. 

“I declare and swear that I have had no 
knowledge or information that the use of dis- 
tillate was contrary to the wording on the 
label, as I have always believed that distil- 
late was quite lawfully known as turps sub- 
stitute, and I supplied white spirit if 


customers paid the price. 

“In view of what I have been informed by 
the inspector, we have sent letters to the 
firm’s customers and have decided to pack 
white spirit solely as a turpentine substitute 


‘In August, the inspector added, he called 
again and Mr. Daniels showed him his label- 


“ling and said he was now packing distillate 


under it, 

Cross-examined, the inspector said that as 
far as he knew the statement read out was 
true. Mr. Daniels had been very “open” 
with him. 

Mr. Batt: Very many firms do exactly as 
his firm have done, and they are still con- 
tinuing—The Inspector: It is a practice 
which has grown up in the trade. 

Have proceedings been taken against other 
firms?—Yes. 

Have they been concluded?—Not all of 
them. Some have been concluded. 

Mr. Daniels’ label shows that it does con- 
tain genuine turpentine?—Yes. 


tetivcun! 


Quick and easy to 
use and a positive 
cure for cracked 
firebacks. Ideal for 
fitting continuous 
burning grates. 








Ask at your 
Builders’ Merchant or 
write for prices and name of 
nearest stockist to Sole Manufacturers. 
FA WINTERBURAN LTD 
HOLBORN STREET LEEDS € 1 25692 
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Evidence was also given by Geoffrey 
Collins, who is employed in the office of the 
Government Chemist. 

Cross-examined, witness said that white 
spirit — a petroleum product — had been 
known as a turps substitute for a long time 
and was listed by the British Standards Insti- 
tution. Turps substitute did the same job as 
turpentine but not so well. Distillate would 
be distinctly inferior as a substitute, be said. 
There was no British Standard for turps sub- 
stitute or distillate. 

Dr. Stanley Grove Burgess, chemist-in- 
chief to the London County Council, told the 
Court that he examined some 2,000 paints 
per annum. He described himself as an ex- 
pert on paints. 

Turps was a good thinner whereas the 
liquid in the present case was unsatisfactory 
as a paint thinner. It would clean brushes 
and do jobs of that sort but unless the dis- 
tillate was removed from the brush it would 
contaminate paint put on it. 

When turpentine became scarce white 
spirit was adopted as a thinner. It was a 
distillate product of petroleum. The use of 
distillate as a thinner affected different paints 
in different ways. The effect on the paint 
depended on how much longer it took to dry. 
It might also cause a bloom on high gloss 
paint. Paint taking longer to dry meant 
more time for dirt and dust to adhere to it. 
The higher the humidity the longer the paint 
would take to dry. 

Questioned by the magistrate (Mr. Harold 
Sturge), Dr. Burgess agreed that turps sub- 
stitute did thin paint, but “so did paraffin 
oil.” He could not regard distillate as a satis- 
factory thinner. 

Witness said he had seen Customs defini- 
tions of light and heavy oil. Distillate was 
a heavy oil according to these; white spirit 
a light oil. That was why white spirit attracted 
a tax, distillate none. He considered that a 
satisfactory paint thinner must be a light 
oil. 
The Magistrate: All you can say is that it 
does not thin paint as well as you think it 
ought? 

Dr. Burgess: That is true. It could not 
be used for all the purposes for which turps 
is used. 

The Magistrate: There are some people 
whose pockets force them to take an inferior 
product? Witness: Yes. 

Questioned by Mr. Batt, Dr. Burgess said 
a good painter would not necessarily buy 
turpentine as a thinner; he might buy white 
spirit. 

Mr. Batt (holding up a bottle labelled “* dis- 
tillate ”): This does what turpentine does. It 
may not do it as well but it does thin paint, 
it does clean woodwork and paint brushes, 
and it is for use at home and for general use. 
It does what it says although it may not be 
of such high quality as the genuine article. 
It does clean and is a “ substitute.” 

Witness: But it bears no relation to turpen- 
tine in any of its properties. 

Mr. Batt: But it does the things for which 
it would be bought. It achieves its objects, 
only not as well as the genuine article. One 
does not expect for the price of a substitute 
to have exactly the qualities of the genuine 
article. 

Witness: That is true, but the same re- 
marks apply to paraffin oil. 

Further questioned, Dr. Burgess said the 
quality of distillate would be improved but 
little by the addition of up to 5 per cent. of 
genuine turpentine. 4 

The hearing was adjourned until Novem- 
ber 15. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 


There was no change during September 
in the number of persons employed in the 
building and contracting industries, accord- 
ing to figures issued by the Ministry of 
Labour. The total employed in those indus- 
tries at the end of the month remained at 
1,425,000. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Among recent issues of British Standards 
are BS 2513, “ Dimensions of wooden desks 
and tables for office use,” price 2s. 6d., and 
BS 441, “ Rosin-cored solder wire ‘ activated ’ 
and ‘non-activated’ (non-corrosive),” price 
3s. Copies from the British Standards Insti- 
tution, 2, Park-street, W1. 


NORTH DOWNS PLAN REJECTED 


What is described as a “ tentative layout 
plan” for the development of the 370-acre 
Trosley Towers estate on the North Downs 
at Wrotham, Kent, has been rejected by 
Kent County Council, as the planning 
authority. The council have already refused 
two previous schemes for developing the 
estate, although they have agreed to its de- 
velopment in principle. 


CARPENTERS’ COMPANY 


With regard to examinations held by the 
Carpenters’ Company which were referred 
to on page 679 in our issue of October 22, 
the Carpenters’ Company have pointed out 
that their examinations in carpentry and 
joinery have been held since 1888 and that 
the particular examination, mentioned at the 
end of our report, is open to advanced crafts- 
men of 21 years of age and over. The 
Company’s Silver Medal is awarded only in 
cases of exceptional merit. It is to the 
winners of this medal that the Freedom of 
the Company is given. 


BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY 


The Standing Committee appointed by the 
Board of Trade will hold a public inquiry at 
the Board of Trade Offices, Horse Guards- 
avenue, SWI, on November 23, to consider 
whether the following imported goods should 
be required to bear an indication of origin: 
paraffin pressure and non-pressure operated 
heating, boiling, cooking and lighting appli- 
ances together with independent burner units 
for use therein, and petrol and paraffin 
operated brazing and blow lamps. Com- 
munications regarding the inquiry should be 
addressed to the Secretary, Merchandise 
Marks Committee, Board of Trade, Horse 
Guards-avenue, SW1, as soon as possible. 


MAIDSTONE GROUP’S MEETING 


Mr. Woodbine Parish, FIOB, addressed 
a combined meeting of the Maidstone Group 
of the Tunbridge Wells Chapter of the South 
Eastern Society of Architects and associated 
trades and professions, on October 25. The 
chairman of the Group, Mr. G. E. Soulsby, 
when introducing the speaker, also wel- 
comed Mr. Leslie Wallis, president of the 
Institute of Builders, Mr. F. A. Ansett, 
president of the Maidstone Association of 
Building Trades Employers, and Mr. 
Edwards, president of the Kent Association 
of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works. 
Mr. Woodbine Parish’s theme was “The 
Changing Pattern of the Building Industry.” 
A pleasant evening was concluded by Mr. 
E. T. Ashley Smith, the County Architect, 
proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish which was carried with accla- 
mation. 
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NFBTE AWARDS 


Particulars of national awards for 1955 
issued by the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, 82, New Cavendish- 
street, W1, for apprentices, craftsmen and 
students have recently been issued. 


NEW APPOINTMENT 


The Co-operative Permanent Building 
Society have appointed Mr. Fred. H. 
Champion, formerly Public Relations Officer 
to the Building Societies Association, to 
advise on Press relations and act as Press 
Officer. 


BUILDING LICENSING 


The National Council of Building Material 
Producers have announced their welcome of 
the decision of the Government to end all 
building licensing. This course was recently 
recommended by the Council to the Minister 
of Works as being fully justified by the 
materials position and the improving pro- 
ductivity of the building industry. The 
Council have expressed their confidence that 
the building materials industries can meet 
any foreseeable expansion of demand which 
may result from the restoration of freedom. 


INDUSTRIAL LEADERSHIP 


A series of five lectures is being given in 
the Polytechnic, 309 Regent-street, W1, on 
“New Developments in Industrial Leader- 
ship in Great Britain, the United States, 
France and Germany,” and are being held 
on Fridays from November 5 to 26 (inclu- 
sive) and Friday, December 3, at 6.30 p.m. 
The purpose of the lectures is to provide 
directors and senior executives with oppor- 
tunities to compare the latest trends in the 
four countries, which are making distinctive 
contributions to industrial leadership. The 
chairman for the first three meetings is Sir 
Walter Puckey, and for the last two will be 
Sir Geoffrey Vickers. Application forms from 
the Registrar, Department of Management 
Studies, St. Katharine’s House, 194 Albany- 
street, NWI. 











BODDY 
ROOFING 


COMPANY LTD 


Specialists in 


ASBESTOS CEMENT 
MATERIALS 
PROTECTED METAL 
ROOF INSULATION 
SLATING 
TILING 


The principals and technical staff are available for 
consultation to architects, surveyors, structural 
engineers and contractors for any type or specifi- 
cation of roofing materials without obligation 


81 ESSEX RD. *« ISLINGTON 
LONDON ° Nl 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 (Private Bxchange) 
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TRADE NEWS 


NEW SHOWROOM 


Horsley, Smith and Co,, Ltd., Hedon-road, 
Hull, have opened a new showroom at their 
Doncaster depot, 215 Bentley-road, Don- 
caster, where they are displaying a compre- 
hensive stock of builders’ supplies. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


J. Burley and Sons, Ltd., are now occupy- 
ing new office buildings at Burley’s Corner, 
Brooklands-road, Weybridge, Surrey (Tel.: 
Byfleet 2771). 

Mod-X Structures, Ltd., have moved their 
design staff to new offices at 20, Lowndes- 
street, London, SWI, where they will be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues. 


NEW DIVISION 


A new Mechanical Handling Division 
recently formed by Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., 
London, is to make available a range of 
tower slewing cranes having load capacities 
between 30 cwt. and 5 tons. The Division 
will also handle the new mobile and static 
builders’ platform hoists which are now 
being manufactured by the company. The 
manager of the division is Mr. W. Y. 
Langley, formerly with Herbert Morris, Ltd., 
of Loughborough. 


SKIRTING HEATING 


An even distribution of radiant warmth 
at floor level is understood to be afforded 
by the new “Crane” skirting heating. This 
system provides the favourable temperature 
gradient of 1 to 2 degrees F., and the nature 
of its design leaves the floor area of the room 
entirely free from obstruction. Natural or 
accelerated circulation can be used, a ther- 
mostat can be provided, and hot water for 
baths is supplied through the medium of an 
indirect cylinder. Details from Crane, Ltd., 
45-51, Leman-street, E1. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. ARTHUR SHAW has been appointed as publicity 
manager of Sidney Flavel and Co., Ltd., Eagle 
Foundry, Leamington Spa, Prior to joining this com- 
pany, he was advertising and sales promotion manager 
for Dimplex Radiators, Ltd., Southampton. 

The Coal Utilisation Council has announced the 
appointment of Mr. E. W. WIGNALL, MA, as Secreta’ 
of the Council. For the past four years Mr. Wigna' 
Fas been acting as assistant to Mr. Eric Bellingham, 
Director-General, and Mr. J. S. Williams, Director of 
the Couneil. : 

Mr. ARTHUR Dawson, ACA, has _ been appointed 
deputy managing director of Celotex, Ltd., fibre build- 
ing board manufacturers. Mr. Dawson, who is a 
member of the governing council of FIDOR, will con- 
tinue to be the company secretary. 

Mr. DonaLD Ross has been appointed general sales 
manager of Semtex, Ltd., at the company’s London 
headquarters, Hendon. Responsible directly to Mr. 
Ross, Mr. W. W. WesTON has been appointed sales 
development officer for Semtex, to whom he came 
from Brynmawr Rubber (Sales), Ltd., where he was 
sales manager. 

Mr. R. P. Sayers, MSMA, AIEE, has been ap- 
pointed to the board of Astral Switckgear, Ltd., En- 
field, Middx., and is also a director and sales man- 
ager of Ashley Accessories, Ltd., Ulverston, Lancs. 

GENERAL SiR G. Ivor THomMas, GCB, KBE, DSO, 
MC, has joined the board of Rubber Improvement, 

d 


Ltd. 

Mr. J. R. QuertieR, ACGI, AFRAGS, Fas joined 
the Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co., Ltd., at their 
head office in London, where he will work on the 
development of existing products and new lines. Mr. 
Quertier is vice-president of the British Compressed 
Air Society. 

Mr. R. W. ALLEN, AMIEE, of ‘‘ Westbourn,” 
Darras-road, Ponteland, Nortrumberland, who was 
recently appointed as North-east representative of 
Nife Batteries, Redditch, Worcs, can now be reached 
at home by telephore—Ponteland 2171. : 

Mr. G. A. RENDLE, MIEE, has been appointed to 
the board of British Insulated Callender’s Construction 
Co., Ltd. He becomes manager (cable contracts) in 
succession to Mr, C. H. FRANKLAND, » who, 
while remaining a director of BIC Construction Co., 
Ltd., has undertaken special duties at the Trafford 
Park works of British Insulated Callender’s (Sub- 
marine Cables), Ltd. Mr. C. Kisptewuite, MIEE, 
has also been appointed to the board of BIC Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., as an executive director. British 
Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., have also an- 
nounced the appointment of Mr. E. S. MAcKay as 
manager of their Leicester branch office. 
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Supplies are available through the usual trade channels. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents} 


* Ceylon.—Stage two of the Laxapana 
Hydro-Electric Scheme, which is to provide 
a further 25,000 kw’s. of electric power, was 
inaugurated recently by the Minister of 
Transport and Works. The tenders of one 
German, one Italian and two French firms 
were accepted for the work, which will cost 
some Rs.80m. and will take about three 
years to complete. . . . A £600,000 national 
housing scheme for the construction of a 
block of 264 flats has been placed in the 
hands of a UK building firm and work has 
aiready begun. 


Dominican Republic—A sports stadium 
capable of holding 14,000 people is to be 
built in Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Repub- 
lic. Construction has been started. It is 
reported that the cost of building will be 
about £im. The City Council has the 
details of this scheme. . Good progress 
is reported in the construction of canals in 
the Esperanza and Jicome areas of Santiago 
Province. . There is a possibility that 
much construction work will commence in 
the very near future in the oil industry. 
The Mexican firm Petroleos Mexicanos have 
secured the Government contract for making 
a geological survey of the country. 


* East Africa——The Government of Kenya 
have completed negotiations with the 
Colonial Development Corporation for a 
loan of £2m. for African housing. The 
Central Housing Board will re-lend the 
money to local authorities for approved 
African housing schemes in urban. areas. 
Loans already approved by the Board total 
£1,129,283. . . . A recent White Paper on 
African housing published by the Uganda 
Government envisages expenditure of 
£500,000 a year for five years on African 
housing in Kampala, Jinja, Mbale, Entebbe 
and Tororo. .. . £144,000 is to be spent on 
equipment as a first stage of a plan for 
major development of the main railway 
workshops in Nairobi, which altogether will 
cost £500.00, £232,600 is to be spent on 
staff housing and £165,000 on a combined 
Asian and African training school. 


Gold Coast.—New industrial ventures are 
now being considered for the Gold Coast, 
and the economic possibilities of many 
others are being investigated. Those which 
seem particularly promising are: starch 
manufacture and derivatives from cassava; 
safety matches made from Gold Coast 
timbers; and glazed pipes (for water, 
drainage and sewage schemes) made from 
local clay. 


Hong Kong.—A contract for the con- 
struction of Government flats in Hong Kong 
known as Chater Hall has been awarded 
to Messrs. Cheong Hing Co.... Local 
architects, Mr. Eric Cumine, FRIBA, and 
Mr. T. S. C. Feltham, ARIBA, are reported 
to have been instructed by the Hong Kong 
Housing Authority to prepare plans for 
their first two blocks of low-cost flats. 


Nigeria —The foundation stones of five 
of seven new hospitals to be built in the 
Western Region were laid recently. Each 
hospital will have 32 beds and a maternity 
ward; their total cost will be £420,000. 


Portugal——The Empress Hidro-Electrica 
do Douro, Portugal, which has 4 concession 
to develop that river, has called for tenders 
for the construction of the dam and power 
station at Picote on the Spanish frontier. 





_* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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4%, The Metropolitano de Lisboa has 
been authorised to contract a loan to carry 
out the first phase of the long-mooted 
Lisbon underground railway. 


Rhodesia.—The Salisbury City Council 
of Rhodesia has approved a low-cost hous- 
ing scheme whereby homes are to be made 
available at between £1,850 and £2,000. The 
scheme has the full support of the Govern- 
ment, which is making £150,000 available 
as a revolving fund for the construction 
of roads, drainage and sanitation at Braeside 
and Southerton, where houses are to be 
erected. 


South Africa—The Mayor of Maritzburg 
stated recently that 655 construction projects 
had been approved in the city during the 
previous year which included 25 blocks of 
flats, 206 dwellings, and business premises 
costing £254,000. The total expenditure wi!! 
be £1,443,062. . . . A new town hall is 
planned at Mooi River. . . . Durban City 
Council is considering the building of a 
native bus centre. . . . The foundation stone 
has been laid of St. Dominic’s Roman 
Catholic Church at Welkom. ... A new 
school, costing £60,000, is to be erected at 
Witbank, Transvaal. 


EXCAVATORS FOR CANADA 


*Detailed information regarding the 
market for excavators in Canada has been 
prepared by the UK Trade Commissioner 
Service in Canada. The following is a 
summary of the information supplied: 
There is a market in Canada for excavators 
to the annual value of $15m., but this has 
been a buyers’ market for many years. 
The UK has now achieved a small opening 
in a market dominated by the United States. 


THE WINDSOR 
MOSAIC 
FLOOR a 


@ NOW FREE OF 
PURCHASE TAX 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
Langham 2256 


and from:— 


F. Barber & Son Ltd. 

Broad & Co. Ltd., London 

R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 

Cardiff Mosaic & Terrazzo Co. 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 
Coventry Tile Co. Ltd. 

Flooring (North Staffs) Ltd. 
Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 

H.B.D. Floors Ltd., Devon 

Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 

Jaconello Ltd. 

Leeds Floorcraft Co. 

Letco Floors & Tiles Ltd. 

London Flooring Co. (Reading) Ltd. 
Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
National Flooring Co. Ltd. 

N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 

N. Wales Floorings 

Sherwood Floors Ltd., Nottingham 
South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Potnes 
Tegula Floors Ltd. 

Walkers (Hove) Ltd. 

Wecando (Lincoin) 
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The UK has supplied only the smaller 
machines, despite increasing demands for 
sizes of above } cu. yd. There must be 
close attention to North American market- 
ing methods. Further information may be 
obtained from: Export Services Branch, 
Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobald’s- 
road, WC1, quoting ref. ESB/25015/54. 
Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
363. 


TECHNICAL STUDY 


A technical study booklet, entitled “ No- 
fines Concrete—an Account of the Char- 
acteristics and Properties of No-fines Con- 
crete and its Use under Australian Condi- 
tions,” by C. P. Sorensen, ARAIA, has been 
produced by the Commonwealth Experi- 
mental Building Station, Department of 
Works, Sydney. Copies may be obtained 
from the Director, Commonwealth Experi- 
mental Building Station, Box 30, PO, Chats- 
wood, NSW, Australia, price two shillings. 


ARTESIAN WELL PUMPS 


* Mr. I. E. Cochran, Government Agent, 
Mpraeso, Birim District, Gold Coast, would 
like to receive details of light pumps for 
artesian wells from UK manufacturers. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write direct to Mr. I. E. Cochran 
giving full details of their products and, if 
they are represented in the Gold Coast, the 
names and addresses of their local agents. 
Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
776, quoting ref. ESB/25158/54. 


TILES AND CHAINS 


* Messrs. Australian Pacific Traders Pty., 
Ltd., Pacific House, 15 High-street, Fre- 
mantle, Western Australia, are interested in 
representing on a commission basjs UK 
manufacturers of steel chains of all types 
and sizes and wall and floor tiles. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write direct to Messrs. Australian 
Pacific Traders Pty., Ltd., giving full details 
of their offers. Telephone inquiries to 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting ref. 
ESB /24876/ 54. 


UGANDA HOUSING EXHIBITION 


*The Director of African Housing, PO 
Box 2183, Kampala, Uganda, is planning 
a “ Better Homes ” Exhibition for Kampala, 
the first of its kind in Uganda. Intended 
to interest Africans in the Protectorate in 
building better houses for themselves, it will 
have sections covering permanent African 
houses, inexpensive building materials, in- 
cluding roofing construction methods, and 
furniture and interior decorating. The 
exhibition will be held from May 21 to 
May 31 next year, and all exhibits must 
be complete by May 14, 1955. (Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 436.) 


SOLAR WATER HEATER 


A solar water heater has been developed 
in Australia by scientists of the Common- 
wealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation. The scientists believe the 
design will be satisfactory for use under 
Australian conditions, and they hope to 
install units in various places to study their 
efficiency. The new solar water heater is 
mentioned in the annual report of the 
CSIRO, which was tabled in the Australian 
Parliament recently. The report says the 
efficiency of the heater declines rapidly 
above 135 degrees F., but it would then be 
uneconomic except where .other forms of 
heating are very expensive. 
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Cumbernauld Controversy 


GLASGOW Corporation Housing Com- 

mittee on November 3 approved with- 
out discussion the recommendation of the 
sub-committee that the Corporation reaffirm 
their view that the new town at Cumber- 
nauld be built under the New Towns Act of 
1946, and that the suggestion of the Secre- 
tary of State for financial contributions 
from Glasgow to the new town be not 
entertained. 

As the Planning Committee have also 
supported the sub-committee’s recommenda- 
tion, and the parties in the Town Council 
are not divided on the issue, it is clear that 
the Corporation will also adopt the recom- 
mendation, and join battle with the Secre- 
tary of State. 


Scottish Housing Record 


IN the first nine months of this year more 

permanent houses were completed in Scot- 
land than ever before in the same period. 
Completions in September were 3,653, 
bringing this year’s total to that date up 
to 28,879. By the same date in 1953 the 
total completed—then a record—was 28,749. 
In 1952 the figure was 21,826. 

The quarterly housing return, published 
recently by the Department of Health for 
Scotland, HMSO, price 1Is., shows that the 
mumber of houses under construction at 
the end of September was 41,002, compared 
with 39,963 at the end of June, and 43,420 
at the end of September, 1953. The total 
of new houses built in Scotland under the 
post-war programme now stands at 213,199. 
Including temporary houses and accom- 
modation made available by conversion and 
adaptation of existing premises, altogether 
251,925 new homes have been provided. 


Industrial Project 


Tue Airscrew Company and _ Jicwood, 
Ltd., of Weybridge, Surrey, manufacturers 
of “ Weyroc” man-made timber, 
announced at a joint press conference with 
the Scottish Council (Development and 
Industry) in Glasgow recently that they were 
to erect a new factory for the manufacture 
of “ man-made timber ” in Scotland. The fac- 
tory is to be built at Annan, in Dumfries- 
shire, and it was stated by the Council that 
in the new uses which could be foreseen for 
the increasing quantities of home-grown 
timber there existed a major source of 
development and employment for many 
districts in Scotland. 


Non-Traditional Building 


THE CONCERN of the building industry on 
the question of non-traditional building was 
recently expressed by Mr. James LeGGaT, 
president of the Scottish National Building 
Traders’ Federation. Many of the materials 
used in non-tradional building had not stood 
the test of time, said Mr. Leggat. 

The industry would not wish to stay the 


hand of progress, but he wondered 
whether the other extreme would be 
reached. “I trust that our great industry 


will face the problem studiously and wisely 
and before long present a solution,” he 
said. 
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Sandstone from Dumfries 


For the first time in 50 years sandstone 
from Dumfries is being shipped to the USA. 
At one time the 12 quarries in the county 
did a steady trade with America; that busi- 
ness dwindled and stopped about 50 years 
ago. The present order from Boston was 
unexpected but very welcome and is being 
shared between the two major remaining 
sandstone quarries in the area, the Amisfield 
quarry of Robert Paterson and Co., and the 
Lacharbriggs quarry of Baird and Stevenson 
(Glasgow), Ltd. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corpn. Ed. Com. is to have plans pre- 
pared for a new tech. college which is to be erected 
at Charlotte, Craigie & George-sts. The Council A is 
Alexander E. Gardner (F), Market-st., The Castlegate, 
Aberdeen. 

Dundee.—Planning permission has been granted by 
Dundee TC Planning Committee for £60,000 exten- 
sions for Messrs. Hardie and Smith, Ltd., Ballie 
Works, Annfield-st. 

Dundee.—Plans prepared by their architects for new 
two-storey building which will be erected at St, 
Andrew’s-st. and The Seagate have been approved for 
Messrs. G. Maclean & Co., Ltd., Ward-rd., Dundee. 

Dunfermline.—The Church of Scotland has been 
given permission by Dunfermline Dean of Guild 
Court to erect a church hall at Whitelaw-rd., Dun- 
fermline, the est. cost being given as £17,500. 

East Kilbride.—Dev. Corpn. has had plans prepared 
and approved for canteen, factory offices and other 
works to be erected at the Norsten industrial estate. 
The architect is Frank Scott (L), Torrence House, East 
Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for a new 
warehouse and other additions to be erected at 
the junction of Ingram and Queen-sts., for Messrs. 
Arthur & Co., Ltd., wholesale warehousemen 
and drapers, at an est. cost of £300,000. The archi- 
tects are Messrs. Frank Burnet, Boston and Bell 
(F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for the Glasgow and 
District Butchers Hide and Skin Co., Ltd., Green- 
dyke-st., for alterations and additions at Bellgrove-st., 
have been approved. The architect is William J 
Gilmore (A), 36, Elmbank-cres., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by the general con- 
tractors’ own staff architects have been approved for 
block of shops, storage buildings, and reconstruction 
scheme at Crew-rd., Partickhill. The builders are 
William S. Gordon & Co., Ltd., 104-6, Crew-rd., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Messrs. Weir Valves, 
Ltd., Queenslie estate, for new compressor house to 
be erected at Coltness-st., have been approved. The 
architects are Thomson, MacCrae & Sanders (F&A), 
212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Acme Wringers, Ltd., 
for alterations and additions at David-st. have been 
approved. Architects are Messrs. William Baillie & 
Son (F&A), Accountancy Hall-bldgs., West Regent- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by the general con- 
tractors’ own architects have been approved for scheme 
of houses to be erected at Soil-drive. The builders are 
MacTaggart & Mickel, Ltd., 141, West George-st., 
Glasgow. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. da a 
s. d. 

Ist a oe Pere 41 3 

OY ae ae ee 55 0 

ae: ae 

i sia ie nae 
Sth o> a ae, ae 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. 4. 
probationary melee fa a PAS 
Operatives on labouring — nies (at 
end of probationary period) .. os 











Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own staff of 
designers have been approved for extensions to be 
erected at Baltic-la. by Messrs. H. Connell & Co., 
Ltd., 44, Mordunt-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the Clyde 
Oil Extraction Co., Ltd., for additions and alterations 
to be erected at Shieldhall. The architect is Thomas 
S. Cordiner (A), Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glenmavis.—Plans prepared for new police station 
and houses. The architect is Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Grangemouth.—Plans prepared by the builders’ 
own architects have been approved for 78 houses which 
the Avon Housing Association, Ltd., Grangemouth, 
is to erect at the Airfield housing site, at an est. cost 
of £132,000. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared for scheme approved by 
corpn. of 30 houses to be erected at a site at Craigs- 
hill, Lyle-rd. The architect is Robert L. Rankine 
(MInstCE, AMTPI), Master of Works Offices, 
Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton-st., Cathcart-sq., Greenock. 

laverness-shire.—Pians are in hand for various works 
at St. Paul’s Church at Kinlochleven. The architects 
are Alexander Ross & Son & William W. Mitchell, 
Queensgate-chbrs., The Queensgate, Inverness. 

oray and Ross-shire.—CC Committee has 


approved the erection of a new school at Dunlingas. - 


ao County A is John Findlay (L), County-bidgs., 
gin. 

Port-Glasgow.—Corpn. have been granted _per- 
mission to proceed with an extension of the Town 
Hall buildings, Shore-st.,. at an est. cost of £16,500. 
The Council A is Ian M. Maclaren (MInstCE), Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Port-Glasgow. 

Stonehouse.—Lanarkshire CC has a scheme in hand 
for which plans are to be prepared for the 3rd dev. 
(24 houses) at the Newfield housing site. The archi- 
tect is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford- 
st., Hamilton West. 

West Lothian.—CC have had plans prepared and 
approved for the new Bo’ness Pri. Sch. to be erected 
at Dean-rd. The County A is George P. Booth (F), 
County-bldgs., Linlithgow. 


NEW COMPANIES 


_ THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Associated ‘‘ Eastcote ’’ Industries, Ltd. (536986.) 
Regd. Aug. 16, 157, Sandgate-rd., Folkestone, bldrs., 


contractors, constructional engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
5,000. Dir.: M. Wood, Teddars Leas House, 
Etchinghill, Folkestone. 

H. and H. (Cambridge), Ltd. (536988.) Regd. 


Aug. 16, 22, Alpha-terr., Trumpington, Cambridge, 
manfrs. of cement, concrete, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: A. A. Holder. 

Hogarth Bros., Ltd. (536991.) Regd. Aug. 16, 
64, Bath-rd., Wolverhampton, blidrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dir.: P. C. Hogarth, Endeavour, 
Meadow-rd., Albrighton, Salop. 

Domestic Timber Supply Co., Ltd. (537027.) 
Regd. Aug. 18, 7, St. George Gate, Doncaster. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dirs.: A. Caunt and Mrs. W. D. Caunt, 
27, Waterdale, Doncaster. 

Ebor Fencing, Ltd. (527029.) Regd. Aug. 18, Ure 
Bank, Ripon. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: W. R. Beau- 
mont, Mallorie Park-dr., Ripon. 

Wimpey Supplementary Pension Fund, Ltd. 
(537014.) Regd. Aug. 17, 27, Hammersmith-gr., W6. 
Trustees of the Wimpey Supplementary Pension Fund 
for the benefit of senior executives of George Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Sir Godfrey 
W. Mitchell, Wilton-pl., Ledborough-la., Beaconsfield. 

. E. Rogerson (Public Works Contractors), Ltd. 
(537094.) Regd. Aug. 19. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
nl J. E. Rogerson, Front-la., Cranham, Upminster, 

ssex. 
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100% SAFE HEATING 
the HOBOURN WALL HEATER ) 


Incorporating the famous HOBOURN PATENT 
ELEMENT. The ideal space heater for universal use. 
Particularly suitable for “Inter-Season” heating of 
Office Blocks and Flats. Easy to install—can be controlled 
from master switch-NO DANGER of Fire or Shocks. 
All voltages A.C. or D.C. 


LIST PRICE 
PLUS £2.11.6. P.T. 














q the HOBOURN PORTABLE 


Convector Heater 
Easily carried from room to room. Ideal for Nursery, Hall, Garage, Office, 
Hospitals, etc., etc, 


SHOCKPROOF - FIREPROOF 
PORTABLE - ECONOMICAL 


WEIGHS 200—240 volts, A.C. 
ONLY 
14} Ibs. LIST PRICE £7.9.0. PLUS £2.14.9. P.T. 


All enquiries to Manufacturers : 


HOBOURN DOMESTIC APPLIANCES LTD. 
Dept. B., STROOD, ROCHESTER, KENT. Telephone: STROOD 7626 (4 lines) 


Quick, Accurate, 
i Foolproof! 


& 


~COWUEY ~~. 
Automatic || EN) Bll 


gives you accurate levelling in a matter of seconds over distances from 6" to 150', 
with an accuracy of 4" at 100'. Simple, robust and compact, the Cowley Level 
will go anywhere, needs no setting-up or skilled x 
operation, and will take any amount of hard usage.  laeieenetenteetenieienieeientenietentententenientenlentenlelenieteaten 
Ask your supplier for a demonstration, or complete 
the attached coupon. 

















~ 


: Arrange a demonstration 
Please forward literature Sal at no obligation to myself CJ 


i 

7 Send me address of nearest stockist | } 
4 Please mark appropriate square and send to:— 
i 

q 

i 


COWLEY LEVEL DEPT. 


lete with 
1 4 Saaek waar HILGER & WATTS LTD. 
and target. 48 Addington Sq., London. S.E.5 


COWLEY LEVEL DEPT., HILGER & WATTS LTD., 48 Addington Sq., London, $.£.5 
NAME : 
ADDRESS - 8 
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Increased production makes more ATLAS roofing 

available for the home market. Now you can *t8 
obtain early delivery of any form of this famous _ 
asbestos roofing. Write or phone for full technical Dep. 


literature or information. Mans 


fall, 


Craw 
* 


ATLAS STONE CO. LTD. we 


Artillery House, Artillery Row, is 
London, S.W.1 (Tel: ABBey 3081-2-3-4) s 


Works at Meldreth, Greenhithe, Strood, Cambridge, two 
Park Royal (London), Rye, Shorne and Wing. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION | 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are.those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (¥) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 15. 

*tPlymouth City C.—Block of 21 flats in three and 
four storeys at Pennycomequick; block of 16 flats in 
four storeys at Teats Hill; 18 three-storey houses at 
St Vincent’s-st. City A. Dep. £3 3s. for each scheme. 

West Riding CC.—Maintenance unit at County 
Ambulance Depot, Birkenshawe. County A, Wake- 
ficld. Tenders by November 29. 

NOVEMBER 17. 

*tWare RDC.—34 houses, Thele estate, Stanstead 
Abbots. E. J. Howlett, Clerk, 97, New-rd. 

*+Warrington CBC.—Orcford-park RC Prim. Sch., 
Orford. Messrs. Fanshaw, Massey & Greaves, archi- 
tects, 17, Museum-st., Warrington, Lancs. Dep. 

5s. 

NOVEMBER 18. 

*tChislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—24 flats, Elmstead- 
la. and Chislehurst-rd.; 10 flats at Palm-ave., Foots- 
cray. TT. W. Fagg, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*tGateshead CBC.—23 dwellings in 10 blocks at 
Armstrong-st. BS. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
December 9. 

*+Surrey CC.—New library at Esher. County A. 

*+Worcestershire CC.—Phase one of Sec. Mod. Sch. 
at Tenbury Wells. County A. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 20. 

*+Sunbury-on-Thames UDC.—Three blocks of flats 
and maisonettes, Cadbury-cl. . Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by December 14. 

NOVEMBER 23. : 

*tNorthamptonshire CC.—Builders’ work, heating 
installation and electrica) installation for domestic 
science room and two classrooms for Brackley Mod. 
Sch. Mr. Walter Rossen, FRIBA, 15, Wood-st., 
Northampton. 

*+Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Two new school build- 
ings. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. 

NOVEMBER 26. 

*Chichester> City C.—Retaining walls 
houses, St. Pauls-rd. City E&S. 

*Ploughley RDC.—Six houses and four bungalows 
with ancillary works and about 1, sq. yds. of 
concrete road and footpaths at Stoke Lyne. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. : 

*Walthamstow BC.—Convenience, St. 
E17. Boro’ A, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 27. 

Stockport TC.—New assembly hall, Longfield open- 
air school. Director of Education. Dep. £1 Is. 

*+Swansea CBC.—New workshops at Tech. College. 
Boro’ A Dep. £5 \ 

*tSwansea CBC.—Science laboratory at Danygraig 
Sec. Mod. Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 

NOVEMBER 30. 

*Cambridge City C.—Secondary modern sch. and 
caretaker’s house, Ventress Farm estate. City S. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

Chelmsford RDC.—81 dwelling-houses, road works, 
etc., at Burnthouse-la., Ingatestone. Council’s Estates 
Manager. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 1. 

*New Sarum City C.—34 houses on Primrose estate, 

Salisbury. CE. Dep. £2 2s. 


to council 


James-st., 


DECEMBER 3. 
*Goole BC.—63 houses and 2 garages. T. Water- 
fall, BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Sevenoaks RDC.—Nine houses, 
Fordcombe. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Primary school, 
Crawley. County A. Chichester. 

*Worcester City C.—Seven block of flats, Sharman- 
rd. City E, 22, Bridge-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 4. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—Extension to Municipal Col- 
lage of Technology and Commerce, Meyrick-rd. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £5 5s. 

*tislington BC.—76 dwellings, Elizabeth-ave., NI. 
TC. Dep. £3 3s, Tenders by January 24. 

DECEMBER 6. 

*Malvern UDC.—15 bungalows at Worcester-rd. 

S&WE. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 10. 

m-Avon BC.—Public convenience with 

aterside. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 13. 

*Bletchley UDC.—Factory No. 7, Industrial Estate, 

Watling-st. E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Macclesfield BC.—12 flats and 3 houses, Masons- 
la., Hurdsfield. Boro’ A, 3, Jordangate. Dep. £2 2s. 


Fordcombe-la., 


Southgate, 


*Stratford-u 
two flats at 


NO DATE. 

*Staffs CC.—Demolition of property in Stafford-st., 
Wolverhampton, for Governors of Wolverhampton 
and Staffordshire Tech. Coll. A. C. H. Stillman (F), 
County Educ. A, Green Hall, Lichfield-rd., Stafford. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 19. 
*Wrexham BC.—Supplying dnd laying composition 
flooring, 272 dwellings. BE&S, 31, Chester-st. 
NOVEMBER 20. 
*+tEssex CC.—Painting and general repairs, Grays 
Hall, Orsett-rd., Grays. County A, Chelmsford. 
NOVEMBER 23. 
*tLeyton BC.—Alterations to rest 
Green open-air school. BE&S. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
*tBirkenhead CBC.—Reinstatement of war damage 
alterations, etc., Woodchurch-rd. primary  schoo.. 
Boro’ A, 3. Conway-st. Tenders by December 23. 
DECEMBER 4. 
Norfolk CC.—Clerk of CC. (Materials.) 
DECEMBER 6. 
Chester City C.—Design and 
heating system at Highfield Inf. Sch., Blacon. 
DECEMBER 10. ; 
*Birmingham City C.—Installation of heating, hot 
water supply, etc., Fire Station, Garretts Green-la., 
Sheldon. Sir Herbert J. Manzoni, City E&S. Dep. 


£2 2s 
DECEMBER 13. 

Manchester City C.—Steel structures, equipment, 
materials, concrete aggregate, etc., in connection with 
proposed extensions of Davyhulme sewage works. 
City S. Dep. £1 each item. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 26. 
tHartley Wintney RDC.—Main drainage of Cook- 
ham and Crondall, C 22 contract No. 3 and C 12 


shed, Knotts 


installation of the 
CE&sS. 








For ways and means 
to imaginative lighting— 


talk to PHILIPS 


it costs you nothing 





Many of the most imaginative lighting 
schemes of recent years have been the 
result of close co-operation between 
architects, electrical contractors and the 
Philips Lighting Design Service. 

The advice and assistance provided by 
this Philips Service is entirely free, and 
the registered lighting engineers whom 
Philips employ for this work can call on 
the accumulated knowledge of the 
Century House staff, which includes a 
fully qualified architect who has made a 
special study of lighting in its relation 
to architecture and colour. 

Philips will be happy to design for you 
—there is no charge. 


PHILIPS ELECTRICAL 


LIMITED 


Lighting Division, Century House, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.C.2 


TUNOSTEN, FLUORESCENT BLENDED & DISCHARGE 

LAMPS + LIGHTING EQUIPMENT « RADIO & TELEVISION 

RECEIVERS + ““PHOTOFLUX”’ FLASHBULBS, ETC. 
(LD734A) 
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contract 11. Howard Humphrey & Sons, engineers, 
Victoria Station House, Victoria-st., Westminster, 


SWI. Dep. £3 3s. each comtract. Tenders by 
December 3. 

NOVEMBER 29. 
Barnsley CBC.—Making-up of Carrington-ave. 


BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Ealing BC.—Making-up of (a) Ashbourne-rd., and 
(b) Heath-close. BS. Dep. £2 for each contract. 

Hornchurch UDC.—Making-up of Tawney-ave. and 
The Grove, Upminster. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Walton and Weybridge UDC.—Roadworks on 
Cottimore-ia. housing estate, and making-up of 
Cottimore-la. and Cromwell-rd. 

NOVEMBER 30. 

tDoncaster and Tickhill Jt. WB.—Furnishing and 
laying of 17,000 yds. of spun-iron pumping mains 
from Highfield-la. pumping station to Clifton Rese» 
voir. Messrs. D. Balfour & Sons, 131, Victoria-st., 
SWI. Dep. £10. 

tDoncaster and Tickhill Jt. WB.—Construction of 
3m. gall. concrete reservoir, pipework, etc., at Clifton. 
Messrs. D. Balfour & Sons, 131, Victoria-st., SWI. 
Dep. £10. 

Grimsby RDC.—Construction of about 3,600 yds. 
of concrete pipe sewers at umberston sewerage 
scheme. John H. Haiste & Ptnrs., 4. Queen-sq., 
Woodhouse-la., Leeds. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 10. 

Durham City C.—Site works at Framwellgate Moor 
estate. CE. Dep. £10 10s. 

Gwyrfai RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal at 
Llanrug and Cwmyglo. Sir Arnold Waters, MICE, 
25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 13. 

*Wokingham RDC.—Roads and drainage works at 
Southlake-cres. housing site, Woodey, Berks. Council 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 20. 

Banbury BC.—New main sewage pumping station. 
Messrs J. D. & D. M. Watson, 18, Queen Anne’s- 
gate, SWI. Dep, £10 10s. 

DECEMBER 21. 

Poole BC.—Construction of Broadstone sewage dis- 
posal works. Messrs. J. D. & D. M. Watson, 18, 
Queen Anne’s-gate, SWI. Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Kensington.—F.iats.—RBC are recommended to 
grant a mortgage to the Horizon Housing Society, 
Ltd., for the erection of a block of 10 flats on - 
sites of Nos. 121 and 123, Lansdowne-rd., at an est 
mated cost of £28,000. Erno Goldfinger, LRIBA, 69, 
Piccadilly, W1, is the architect for the scheme. 

St. Pancras.—Morruary.—Plans have been pre- 
pared by Thomas Sibthorp, FRIBA, 10, Manchester- 
sq., W1, for the erection of a new cleansing station 
and mortuary at Camley-st. 

St. Pancras.—Sit—E REDEVELOPMENT.—Layout plans 
have been submitted to MBC by Gregory Housing, 
Ltd., for the redevelopment of the following tem- 
porary house sites by standard blocks of flats, at an 
estimated cost of about £1,160 per 2-bedroom fiat. 

Site No. 1, 42-48 (even), Savernake-rd. (9 flats): 
site No. 3, 45-51 (odd), Estelle-rd. (10 flats); site 
No. 11, 26-34 (even), York-rise (10 flats); site No. 13, 
37-43 (odd), Lupton-st. and 4-6, Gottfried-mews (6 
flats); site No. 14, 203-211 (odd), Brecknock-rd. and 
24, Lupton-st. (12 flats); No. 25-35 odd, Twisden-rd. 
(6 flats); site No. 31, 16-20 (even), Willes-rd. (6 flats); 
site No. 34, 49-53 (odd), Lawford-rd. (6 flats). 

St. Pancras.—Procress Report.—A report has 
been submitted by Bldg. Com. as to the progress 
position of’ various MBC housing schemes as at 
September 6:— . 

Bill of Quantities being prepared: Goldington-cres. 
(No. 1) (62 flats); Regent’s Park Area ‘‘ C,”’ Block 
““H’”’ (31 flats). 

Detailed drawings approved for Lamble-st. (second 
stage) (27 flats); waiting approval for Peckwater-st. 
extension (107 flats); being prepared for Regent’s Park 
Area ‘‘ A’’ remainder (176 flats). 

Prelirftinary drawings awaiting approval for Allcroft- 
rd. (No. 1) (50 flats); Weedington-rd. (No. 3) (52 
flats); Regent-sq. (No. 1) (214 flats); Albert-st. (No. 1) 
(76 flats); temporary house sites Nos. 1, 3, 11, 13, 14, 
25 and 34 (58 flats); Clarence-way—remainder (76 
flats); Arlington-rd. (No. 1) (12 flats). Preliminary 
drawings being prepared for Sidmouth-mews (No. 1) 
(93 flats); Regent’s Park Areas ‘“*E”’ and “‘ F”’ (419 
flats). i 

Properties acquired: Regent’s Park (remaining 
Crown Areas ‘‘ D”’ and *“* G’’) (125 flats); power of 
compulsory purchase granted for Athlone-st. (No. 2) 
and Burghley-rd. (No. 2) (16 flats); acquisition sought 
for Camden-sq. (No. 2) (46 flats); Spencer-rise (No. 1) 
(46 flats); Rhyl-st. (No. 1) (22 flats); Athlone-st. (No. 
2) (for Housing Association) (34 flats); and Lamble-st. 
extension (146 flats). 

St. Pancras.—Fiats.—Bidg. Com. have approved 
preliminary plans submitted by Norman and Daw- 
barn, 5, Gower-st., WC1, for the development of a 
site at the corner of Arlington-rd. and Delancey-st. by 
the erection of an ‘‘ L ’’-shaped block of 12 flats; and 
recommend that Waggett and Bradford, 25, Victoria- 
st., SW1, be appointed quantity surveyors for the 
scheme. ’ raven 

t. Pancras.—FLats.—Layout proposals submitte 
os Maan and Chalmers, FF>RIBA, 16, Old Build- 
ings, Lincoln’s Inn, WC2, for the development of the 
remainder of the Clarence-way scheme by the erection 
of 76 flats in one six-storey and two five-storey blocks, 


L 
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with a single-storey community room, have been 
approved by Bldg. Com. 

St. Pancras.—SitE AcQUISITION.—MBC are to 
acquire the property of ‘‘ Avalon,’’ No. 1, St. Albans- 
rd., for redevelopment with the adjoining temporary 
faouse site after the erection of a proposed new 
maternity and child welfare centre in conjunction with 
housing development on the site of Nos. 10-14, St. 
Albans Villas. 

St. Pancras.—FiLats.—Bldg. Com. have approved 
detailed proposals for the first four blocks of 91 flats 
en the Peckwater-st. housing extension scheme. 

St. Pancras. — ApPpoinTMENT. — Recommendations 
have been made by Bldg. Com. for extension of the ap- 
pointment of Messrs. Edward Armstrong and Frederick 
MacManus, FF.RIBA, 10, Lower Grosvenor-pl., SWI, 
to include area ‘* G,’’ bounded by Robert-st., Albany- 
st., Little Albany-st. and Longford-st., of the Regent’s 
Park Redevelopment Area; and the appointment of 
Bylander and Waddell as consulting structural en- 


gineers for the Regent’s Park areas ‘“‘E,” “‘F” 
and ‘‘G. 
Westminster.—APPoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 


mend the appointment of Drower & Son, 28, Victoria- 
st., SWI, as quantity surveyors in connection with 
the scherne for the modernisation of the Regency-st. 
dwellings, dealing first with Norfolk House in accord- 
ance with sketch plans prepared by the Director of 
Housing. 

Westminster.—BripGe.—City C are recommended 
to approve proposals by Troup and Steele, FF.RIBA, 
14, Gray’s Inn-sq., WC1, for the erection of a bridge 
across Strand-la. to connect King’s College with No. 
24, Surrey-st. 

Westminster.—ConTROL CeENTRE.—Home ___ Office 
approval has been given to proposals by Civil Defence 
Com. for construction of a new control centre, and 
City E. is to prepare the necessary plans. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC to invite tenders for new crema- 
torium, £15,000 est. 

Altrincham.—TC approved plans for social club at 
Navigation-rd., for British Transport Commission. 


Architects, Brazier & Hartington, 21, Market-st., 
Altrincham.—Boddingtons Brewery, Ltd., Strange- 
ways, Manchester, propose PH with bowling green 


at Broemwood_ Estate.—North-Western Gas Board 
propose new office building at Golf-rd. 

Amble.—UDC to build shops on Links estate and 
eight semi-detached houses, six terrace houses in 
Leslie-dr. Plans by S, A. Livesey. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC approved layout by S, 
A. Fisher, for erection of 120 units of accommoda- 
tion in three and four-storey blocks of flats at 
Charlestown. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Site preparation in hand for 
stage 2 of new College of FE, to include admin. block, 
staff rooms and studerfts’ common room, on Spring- 
field site between Stalybridge-rd. and Beaufort-rd. 

Aspull.—UDC seek loan, £18,189, for 16 bunga- 
lows at St. Marys-rd., Hilton Estate. 

Barnsley.—TC approved plans for reconstruction 
of Gaumont Cinema, Eldon-st., for Circuits Manage- 
ment Assoc., Ltd., 5, Bainbridge-st., WC1; Church 
Hall at Gerald-rd., Kendray Estate, for Ardsley PC 
Council. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—BC to seek Min. appreval for 
erection of new crematorium. 

Bedlingtos.—UDC to sell 840 sq. yds. of land on 
housing estate to Northumberland CC as site for 
children’s home. Plans by County A, C. C. Brown, 
County Hall, Newcastle. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Billingham Trades Council 
propose hall in Roseberry-rd. housing estate.—ICI, 
Ltd., to construct apprentices’ training school in 
Belasis-la.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, plan hotel on  Roseberry-rd. 
estate—UDC to consider estimates for 52 ‘‘ No 
Fines ’’ houses on Kenilworth-rd. site, and it is also 
proposed pe erect 16 flats at corner of Roseberry- 
rd. and Péntland-ave. 

Birkenhead.—30 more houses to be built on Prenton 
Dell estate for corpn., cost £38,850 

Birmingham.—Reg. Hosp. Board approved scheme 
for extensions at Corbett Hosp. Female Ward at first 
floor level, £2,422 est. 

Carlisle.. City C negotiating price with ie cues 
& Sons, Dalston-rd:, Carlisle, for erection of 20 bun- 
galows at Belah, houses at Harraby, and 12 
bungalows at Dobinson-rd. City E, L. J. A. Stow, 
18, Fisher-st. 

Cheltenham.—Plans prepared by T. P. Bennett & 
Sons, London architects, for erection.of 16 shops with 
two storeys over at a site in Pittville-st. and High-st. 
for Norwickh Union Insurance Societies. 

Chester.—TC approved layout for 34 flats and 80 
houses at Hare-la 

Consett.—It is intended to proceed soon with first 
stage of plan for trades union memorial hall, to 
cost £70,000. Work to be done in stages costing 
£33,000 and £37,000. A. Fennell & Co., Bridge 
End Chambers, Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. 

Crewe.—Methodist Auths. propose erection of 
ehurch at Wistaston Estate. 

Daventry.—Northampton Brewery Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of licensed premises at Ashby-rd. 

Easington.—RDC received Min. approval to build 
pavilion at Grimden, cost £76,000. Plans by S, 
R. R. Lumsden, RDC, Easington, Durham. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—R. T. James & 
Ptnrs., 1, .St. Nicholas-bldgs., | Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
prepared plans for Gibson & Co., excavation con- 
tractors, for fitting shop, machine shop, blacksmith’s 
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shop and powerhouse and additions to existing fit- 
ting shop in Haddricks Mill-rd.—UDC to negotiate 
contract for erection of 32 flats on South Gosforth 
Farm Estate. S, Clifford Swed 

Gosforth.—UDC proposes houses on 152 acres of 
land at Fawdon. S, C. Wyld. 

Halifax.—TC propose adaptations and extensions 
to John Horsfall Home for Blind, £31,000 est. 

Hathersage (Derbys.).—PC Council propose erec- 
tion of Church Mission Room. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—IC received sanction to erect e 
houses at South Leam-la., at £98,932. BE, H. W. 
Perkins, Town Hall. 

Keswick.—UDC to erect 
Latrigg-cl. Estate. 

Leamington Spa.—BC approved in principle new 
shopping centre at Lillington Estate. Architects. 
Rayner & Fadeski, 28, The Parade, Leamington. 

Leeds.—United Leeds Hosp. Board propose five- 
storey extension to General Infirmary, £175,000 est.— 
TC propose new office block for architect’s dept., 
Stage 1, £83,400 est. 

Leek (Staffs).—RDC approved plans, 40 houses at 
Baddeley Green, for Fletcher (Builders), Ltd., 
Baddeley Green-la., Milton, Stoke-on-Trent. Layout 
for 102 houses off Leek-rd., Western Coyney, for 
O. Coupe, Ltd., Uttoxeter-rd., Blythe Bridge, Stoke- 
on-Trent. 

Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board to invite ten- 
ders shortly for adaptation of hutments as ward 
units at Clatterbridge Gen. Hosp.—G. P. Dennis, 
Ltd., Fleming-rd., Speke, propose extensions to 
foundry. Plans by own staff.—Meccanno, Ltd., 
Binns-rd., propose extensions to office block. Archi- 
tects, Gornall, Kelly Ptnrs., 69, The Albany, 
Liverpool 3.—Bents Brewery Co., Ltd., 30, Johnson- 
st., propose erection of large maintenance garage at 
Great Howard-st. Architects, Sir A. FE. Shennan & 
Ptnrs.. i7, North John-st., Liverpool. 

Ludlow (Salop).—TC propose 272 houses and 
further 20 private houses at Sheet-rd. Plans by 
Boro’ A. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans: footwear 
factory at Curzon-rd., for Mr. R. JT. Minto: 16 
houses and garages at Leamington-rd., for Messrs. 
Sawyer Bros.; 16 bungalows at Warwick-rd.. for 
Simmons Bros. 

Macclesfield.—Macclesfield Times and_ Courier 
Propose reconstruction of premises at Stanley-st. 
Architects, J. W. Beaumont & Sons, Danlee Build- 
ings, Spring-gdns., Manchester.—TC approved new 
steel-framed building at Black-la., for Hurdsfield 
Foundries, Ltd. Architect, Percy Wright, 5, Jordan- 
gate, Macclesfield. 

Manchester.—EC propose erection of College of 
FE at Greenwood-rd., Benchill; community centre at 
Newcastle-st., Hulme; and fire station at Brownley- 
rd. and Crossacres-rd., Wythenshawe. Seek Min. 
approval for child welfare centre, school elinic and 
dental clinic in Civic Centre at Woodhouse Park, 
Wythenshawe.—Reg. Hosp. Bd. to approve follow- 
ing schemes for works at hospitals: Clinical rooms 
and improvements to sluices, Wainwright & Richard- 
son Wards, Oldham Royal Infirmary, Oldham; con- 
version of ‘‘ Whinacre’”’ into flats for medical 
students, Victoria Hosp., Blackpagol; provision of 
sun lounge for male patients. Victoria Memorial 
Jewish, Manchester. 

Middlesbrough. — Teesside Hosp. Management 
Comm. approved £15,000 plan for providing central 
laundry at Portrack Hosp., Stockton. 


Newcastle.—Construction to begin as soon as 
possible of £1m. branch factory of Rowntree & Co., 
Ltd., York, at Fawdon Industrial Estate. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C authorised spending of 
£643,000 on — stage of new Town Hall in Barras 
Bridge. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market. 


Neewnte-enree--BC approved preliminary 
plans for proposed Rutherford High Sch., cost 
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£206,000. City Educ. A, F. W. Harvey.—People’s 
Theatre, Rye Hill, considering £50,000 scheme for 
new centre at Jesmond to house activities of Theatre’s 
Arts Group. Mr. A. Kay, Woodlands, Row- 
lands Gill, Co. Durham, chairman of organisation.— 
C. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd., Shields-rd., to extend 
alternator shop by 50 per cent. » cost about £350,000. 

Northampton (Northants).—Association for Blind 
propose extensions to workshops at Gray-st., £14,000 
est. 

North Shields.—Northern General Transport Co., 
Bensham, Gateshead, to make extensions to bus 
depot in Nerham-ter. 

Norwich.—City C recommended to approve in 
principle erection of new public abbatoir on site 
adjoining new cattle market at Harford industrial 
site, est. cost £114,000, to include slaughter-house, 
pre-cooling corridor and cold rooms. 

Nottingham.—Plans prepared by T. N. Cartwright, 
FRIBA, and J. Gordon Woollat. DFC, ARIBA, of 
Nottingham, for shopping arcade and five-storey block 
of offices in South-par., est. cost £200,000. 

Nottingham.—TC seek Min. approval for erection 
of maternal and child welfare centre at junction 
Wilford-rd./Queens-dr., £25,779 est. 

Notts.—CC propose administrative block at Epper- 
stone Manor, for Police Auths., £45,000 est. 

Oldbury.—TIC received approval in principle for 
extensions to bus station at Tabernacle-st., £8.500 
est.—Approved layout for redevelopment of land at 
Stone-st. and Lodge-st. 

Oswestry.—TC to prepare scheme for extension and 
replanning of Smithfield Market. 

Otley —Tom Smith (Otley), Ltd., propose erection 
of 12 houses on Milner Bank Estate-—UDC ap- 
proved plans, alterations to shop at 30, Bondgate, 
for J. Daphne & Son. 

Pwilheli—TC seek Min. approval for erection of 
47 houses at West End Estate. 

Rishton. — UDC propose erection of 10 or 12 
houses between Station-rd. and War Memorial. 

St. Helens.—Beechams, Ltd., Westfield-st., propose 
extensions to factory. Architects, Quiggin & Gee, 
11, Old Hall-st., Liverpool. 

Scarborough.—TC _ received loan _ sanction for 
£13,089 for 16 flats on Barrowcliff Estate——TC to 
convert beach bathing station at South Bay into 14 
beath bungalows.—TC to utilise sites at = 7 
and Cayton for industrial developments. BE, V. 
Overfield. 

Seaham.—Vaux & Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., The 
Brewery, Sunderland, approached UDC regarding site 
for licensed premises.—UDC allocated site on Park- 
side Estate for children’s home, for Durham CC.— 
Sebag Investments, Ltd., 62, Barnes Park-rd., Sun- 
— propose house ‘and shop in Queen Alexaa- 
ra-r 

Seaham.—UDC has ‘ie one 150 houses for 
1955. S and A, A. M. S Cliff House, Seaham. 

Seaham.—UDC Pio R phen yg scheme for 
centre of town, to include council offices, public 
hall, health centre, library, ambulance station, naur- 
sery school and new Ministry of Works building. 

South Shields—TC’s development plans for Bol- 
don-la. include provision of public buildings costing 
£14,425; clinic, library, offices and community hall, 
£28,216.—TC to erect 39 houses in Jesmond-ter. 
Tenders to be obtained for proposed additions to 
Mortimer-rd. Cty. Inf. r EC.—Smith, Gore 

Co., Ltd., Woodland-rd., Darlington, prepared 
eutline proposals on behalf of Church- Commissioners 
for industrial development of land at Simonside.— 
William Leech, Ltd., builders, 2, Clayton-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, submitted proposals to local autho- 
rity for erection of 374 houses at Horslev Hili, by 
private enterprise.—British Railways contemplate 
spending £22.000 on new railway sidings.—TC ac- 
cepted revised estimate of Robson Brothers, Chiches- 
ter-rd., South Shields, at £14,276, for converting 
Whiteleas Hospital into old people’s home. 

Stafford.—TC to prepare working drawings for 
South Branch Library at Manor Estate. 

Stalybridge.—BC to invite tenders for 74 houses at 
Copley Estate. 


Stockpert. — BC propose erection of children’s 
homes at Brinnington Estate and Whitelea-dr.. 
Adswood. 


Stockton-en-Tees.—TC plan 174 three-storey flats 
in Portrack-la.—Moorhouse & Barker, builders, 100, 
Thornaby-rd., Thornaby, to erect. eight houses in 
Berberis-gr., to plans by G. P. Stainsby, 57, High- 
st., Stockton.—R. Cowan, 20, Finkle-st., Stockton, 
architect for offices and toilet block in Portrack-la., 
for Stockton Castings Co., Ltd.—Ministry approved 
ia principle erection of branch library at Redhill- 
td., Roseworth.—Tarslag, Ltd., builders and con- 
tractors, to ereet transport shed at Bowesfield-la. 
Works.—Stockton Chemical Engineers and_ Riley 
Boilers, Ltd., to carry out extensions to offices. 


Sunderland.—BC to build dental clinic at welfare 
clinic in Villette-rd.—Work to start next year on 
new health centre in Springwell-rd., cost £53,000. 
Plans by Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop. 


Swindon.—TC to build two more factories, total 
cost £122,000, for leasing on industrial estate. One, 
cost £85,000, to be let 0, Stirling Machinery va ar 
Ltd.; other, cost, £37,0) for Clover Leaf (Products) 
Ltd., of Lewisham. 


Thornaby-on-Tees.—BE, J. L. Watson, to prepare 
detailed estimates for new houses on Gilpin Browa 
housing site.—North Riding CC proposes old people's 
home at Thornaby. Counw A, J. Knowles, 
County Hall, Northallerton. 

Tynemouth.—BC to build civil defence garage at 
Chirton-la., North Shields. Plans by BS, M. 
O’ Herlihy. 
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8-storey flats at Sulivan Court, 


FOR THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF FULHAM 


This estate is planned to provide 440 flats of varying sizes 
in 19 blocks of heights from three to eight storeys and will 
include shops, gardens and playgrounds. 


Architect: Director of Housing and Public Buildings, Fulham, 
J. Pritchard Lovell, L.®.1.B.A., F.1.Arb., P.P.I.Hsg. 


JOHN LAING AND SON LIMITED ° GREAT BRITAIN, CANADA, UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, RHODESIA 
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We are the Manufacturers of Muickspray ad “Silvaspray 
Washfountains 


“QUICKSPRAY” and “SILVASPRAY” 
Wash Fountains are supplying the 
needs of over 100,000 people. Let us 
quote you for these hygienic fittings, 
together with other sanitary equipment 
that you may be requiring for your 
factory or school. Sizes ranging from 
32” to 54” diameter. 


We are manufacturers and suppliers of 
Sanitary equipment. The “Quickspray” 
reference book, designed to meet the 
exacting requirements of Architects 
concerned with washroom installations, 
will be sent on request. 















WILLIAM E. Farrer LIMITED 
CROWN WORKS, WELBY ROAD, HALL GREEN, BIRMINGHAM 28 
STAR WORKS, BIRMINGHAM 9 
82, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON S.W.1 











MODERN ARCHITECTS SPECIFY 


HERAKLITH 


Manufactured by the Austro-American Magnesite Co., Radenthein, Austria 
THE ONLY BUILDING AND INSULATION SLAB MADE WITH 


MAGNESITE CEMENT 


@ Tough and resilient. Not brittle @ Guaranteed rot and termite 
nor liable to crumble. proof. 
@ Of unlimited durability. The @ Highly resistant to fire and 
Magnesite Cement preserves the intense heat. 
wood fibres indefinitely. @ High sound absorption and sound 
@ Excellent thermal insulation. insulation values. 
AND 


HERACOUSTIC TILES 


with straight or bevelled edges. 





Ask for further details and new reduced prices from Sole Distributors for the U.K.: 


W. F. SCHLESINGER & CO. LTD., Capel House, 54 New Broad St., E.C.2 
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Tynemouth.—Assoc. Lead Manufacturers, Crescent 
House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to carry out additions to 
Hayhole Lead Works, Northumberland Dock and 
iave prepared own plans.—Haswell & Sons, 77, 
Tyne-st., North Shields, architects for proposed 
yarage and showrooms in Albion-rd., for E. Turn- 
null & Son, funeral furnishers, etc.—William Stock- 
jale, 73, Howard-st., North Shields, preparing plans 
or erection of shops in Verne-rd., North Shields.— 
C approved preliminary plans by Tasker & Child, 

irinity-bldgs., New Bridge-st., Newcastle, for pro- 

»sed maisonettes at East End. of North Shields, and 

etailed working drawings to be prepared. Ae 16, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields, authorised to 
btain tenders for erection of houses on scattered 


tes.—Hadrian Supply Co., Ltd., 7, High-st., Walls- 
id, megotiating for land in Norham-rd., West 
hirton, for erection of warehouse, garage, cooked 


eats processing dept., offices and printing dept. 
Wakefield.—TC approved layout for 96 flats be- 
veen Waterton-rd. and Haselden-rd. 
Wallsend.—H. Gatoff, ARIBA, 51, Grainger-st., 
ewcastle-on-Tyne, A for proposed additions in 
.ings-rd., for Monitor Patent Safety Devices, Ltd. 
» contracts let. 
Walsall.—TC to sell sites at Rollington-st., Pleck, 
Mechanical and Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., 
id Pinfold & Parr, Ltd., for erection of industrial 
1ildings. 
Wigan.—Wigan and Leigh Hosp. Management 
mm. propose erection of orthopaedic and rehabili- 
tion dept. at Wigan Infirmary. 
Wolverhampton.-UDC considering 
ew open air swimming pool. 
Workington.—BC approved plans, two-storey ex- 
nsion at Edkin-st., for British Legion; warehouse 
Pattinson-st., Clay Flatts, for Docker Bros., 32-36, 
*eter-st., Carlisle. 


erection of 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted, 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Birmingham.—Erection of new wing at the Midland 
Nerve Hospital, Inpatients’ Dept., St. James-rd., Edg- 
iston, for Regional Hospital Board: *H. A 
pencer, Ltd., Sutton-rd., Erdington, Birmingham. 
Bowness.—Junior secondary school for West Lothian 
C. Walter Allison & Hutchieson, F.ARIBA, archi- 


cts, 38, York-pl., Edinburgh. J. P.  Sterrier, 
\RICS, quantity surveyor, 31, York-pl., Edinburgh. 
xcavation, brick, building and allied, etc., works, 


john Lindsay & Co., Ltd., 32, 
Edinburgh, and John Wright & Co. (Edinburgh), 
td., Earls Court Works, Grangemouth, Stirlingshire; 
itumen felt roofing and allied, etc., works. James 
Kilpatrick & Sons, Ltd., North Castle~ st., Edinburgh; 
yainting, decorating, glazing and allied, "ete., works, 
Peter Blackhall & Co., Ltd., 63, Haymarket-terr., 
Westend, Edinburgh; plumbing, sanitary engineering 


Morrison-st., 






nd allied, etc., works, William Briggs & Son, Ltd., 
Murrayfield Station, Westend, Edinburgh; electrical 
ittings installation and allied, etc., works, John 
Lochridge, Ltd., 7, Mid-st., Bathgate. (Est. cost, 


°250.000.) 

Bradford-Melksham.—Erection of 16 Cornish Unit 
iouses at Whitlev, for RDC: *Selleck, Nichols & Co., 
Ltd., £21,120 (subject to Ministry approval). 

Bury.—Erection of outpatients’ department and ward 
units ‘at Bury General Hospital: *Thomas and Brierley, 
Ltd., Union Sawmills, Bury, £122,333. 

Carlisle. —Erection of 38 houses by private enter- 
prise at Currock Mount and Beaumont-rd.: *Border 
Engineering Contractors, Ltd., Queen-st., Whitehaven. 

Carlisle.—Erection of secondary school at Harraby, 
for EC. . J. A. Stow, City E, 18, Fisher-st., Car- 
pee *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle, 
£9 

/- houses at Stanley-rd., for UDC: 
“James Hartley & Son, Ltd., Chadderton, £19,369. 

Chorley.—Erection of 9 houses and 6 flats at 
Charnock Richard, and 16 flats at Whittle le Woods: 
“J. Gaffney & Son, 277, Whelley, Wigan, £58,821. 

Corby.—Goods offices for British Railways: *Sim- 
cock & Usher, Ltd., St. Leonards-rd., Northampton, 
£12,000 approx. 

Coventry.—Extensions to the Parish Church at 
Stivichall. Architects, W. S. Hattrell & Ptnrs., Coven- 
try: *J. P. Deacon (Lichfield), Ltd. 

Crawley.—Works for Development Corporation: 
447 houses, 82 flats, 12 bungalows and 58 garages in 
the Ifield neighbourhood: *G. T. Crouch, Ltd., 
£825,504; 13 shops with maisonettes and garage in 
the Ifield neighbourhood: *G. & T. Crouch, Ltd., 
£50.205. 

Doncaster.—Erection of sec. mod. sch. at Intake, 
for EC: *Gilbert Ash, Ltd., London, £140,000 approx. 

Durham.—Hostel at Stanley, for CC. County Archi- 
tect, G. Clayton, Court-la.. Durham: *GSW 
Urban Development Co., Ltd., 38, The Side, New- 
fastle-on-Tyne, £31,698. 


Epping.—28 flats at Beaconfield estate. Epping. 
for UDC. H. J. Mead, FIAS, MSIA, MRSI:— 
Catcrpole & Co., Ltd., Lowestoft £35,675 
F. Noble & Son, Ltd., Ongar .. 35,000 
J. & J. Dean. Ltd., Leyton. E10 34,651 
J Whiffin & Sons, Ltd., Epping 34.149 
Poolman (Builders), Ltd., Nw9 33,245 


Carwood Wharton & Co., Ltd., Crouch End 32.548 
S. & G. Peachey & Sons, Ltd., ‘Chingford . 31,906 
R. E. Choles, Ltd., ‘ Hedges,” North Weald 31.641 
S B. Budge & Co., Ltd., Plaistow .. 31,368 
Bostock & Partners, 22, “Gyllyngdune-gdns.. " 

Seven Kings, Essex .. -. 30,394 
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Glasgow.—Alterations and additions to ‘motorbus 
station at Wareloo/Wellington-sts: *The Kelvin Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Lochburn-rd., Possilpark, 


Glasgow, NC2 
Glasgow.—Cleansing depot at Glenmore-dr. The 
Department, Master of Works 


Civic Architectural 

Offices, Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow, Cl: 
*Brown Fraser & Co., Ltd., 24, Durward-ave., 
Diamant-rd., Shawlands, Glasgow, SS2, £31,410. 

Gosport (Northumberland).—24 three-storey flats at 
Wansbeck-rd. North, for UDC Cc. Wyld. S: *R. 
Bowey & Sons, 34, Great North-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £30,000. 

Halesowen.—28 houses at Howley Grange estate, for 
TC: *S. Parkes (Builders), Ltd., 153, Powke-la., Black- 
heath, Birmingham, £39.981. 

Hartlepool.—33 ‘‘ Orlit’’ flats at Clayton-st., for 
TC: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., Stockton, £47,216 

Honiton.—Erection of 49 dwellings at Jerrard estate, 
for RDC: *H E. Halse, £66,360 (subject to Ministry 
approval). 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Erection of 24 houses at Finchal e- 
terr., for TC. H. W. T. Perkins, BE: ~ 

Lanarkshire. —Schools from 
follows: Rutherglen, Fernhill; Lanark, Kildare; Blan- 
tyre, Coatshill; Airdrie, Dunrobbin-rd.; Cambuslang, 
The Cairns: C ge, The Kirkshaws. William 
Watt, Education Architect, County-bldgs., 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw: *The Lanarkshire 
Builders Co., Ltd., Mossend, Bellshill, £386,382. 

Lanarkshire.—Schools from _ standa designs: 
Airdrie, Rawyards (public also Catholic), Blantyre 
(Wheatlands Catholic), Coatbridge (Shalands Catholic), 
Hamilton, Laighstonhall (public, also Catholic), 
Newarthall (Yrtt Farm), Motherwell-Wishaw (Thorne- 
lie) (all as Plan A). William S. Watt, FRIBA, Educa- 
tion Architect, County-bldgs., Albert-st., Motherwell- 
Wishaw: *The Lanarkshire Builders Co., Ltd., 
Mossend, Bellshill (£372,592). (Average price, 
£46,574.) 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£590 or over for week ended November 6:— 

Surface water drainage services: Drabble Construc- 





standard yr as 





tion, Ltd., 44, Aylesbury-st., Bletchley. Bucks. Build- 
ing work in “ Seco ’’ construction: F. Shepherd & 
Son. Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. Building work: 
M. J. Gleeson (Cttrs.), Ltd.. Haredon House, London- 


td., North Cheam, Surrey; William Lacey (Hounslow), 
Ltd., Hospital-rd., Staines-rd., Hounslow: L. E. 
Bye, Buckingham-rd., Attle sborough, Norfolk: Robert 
Marriott, Ltd., Midiand Works, Rushden, Northamp- 
tonshire. Heating services: J. Jeffreys & Co., Ltd., 
195/203, Waterloo-rd., SE1; E. L. Maiden, Ltd., 27, 
Fitzroy-sq., W1; Br ightside Foundry & Engineeri ng 


Co., Lid... 17, Summer- row, Birmingham. Resurfacing 
work: Kings & Co., Ltd., 19, Woodside-cres., Glas- 
gow. General maintenance work: Bettles Building, 
Co., Ltd., 80. Alma-rd., Peterborough, Northants; 
F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool: J. Dar- 
low & Co., Ltd., 77, Ladywood-rd., Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. 

Londob (British Railways).—British Railways 


(London Midland Region) contracts placed: S. Butler 
& Co., Ltd., Albion Works, Stanningley, Leeds, for 
supply and erection of steelwork for extension of 
crane gantry in diesel locomotive erecting shop at 
Derby Works; Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., 3, Chapel- 
st., Adlington, Lancs, accommodation for goods 
guards at Crewe South motive power depot: Fletcher 
(Contractors), Ltd., Forest-rd., Mansfield, 
Notts, for repairs, etc., to girderwork of bridge 
No. 284 at Nottingham Victoria station; G. & 

Seddon, Ltd., 55, Duke-st., Fenton. Stoke-on-Trent, 
for labour only for cleaning and painting of Birming- 
ham Camp Hill goods depot; Caffin & Co., Ltd., 25 
Craven-st., Strand, London, WC2, for reconstructior 
of superstructure of bridge No. 142, King Henry’s 
walk on North London line; General Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., Grafton-rd., London, NW5, for surfacing of 
goods banks in asphalt at Camden goods depot. Oval- 
rd., London, NW1; Richards (Leicester), Ltd., Phenix 
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steelwork contract for recon- 
Enderby 
the Coventry- 


Iron Works, Leicester, 
struction and widening of bridge No. 1, 
branch, carrying the railway over 
Leicester-Lincoln trunk road, for Ministry of Trans- 
port; The British Challenge Glazing Co., 14-18, High- 
st., Stratford, London, E15, for renewal of roof 
> ngs with patent glazing over No. 3 platform at 
ton Station. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed: 
New offices and cell block, Streatham Police Station, 





H. E. Day, Ltd., £2,355; external painting and minor 
repairs, Beverley-gdns., Wembiey, H. Pickrill, Ltd., 
£1,085; externa! painting, partial internal redecora- 
tions, etc., Enfield Highway Police Station, J. J 
Paterson & Sons, £787: external painting and re- 
decorations, 18, Dennis Park-cres., SW20, D. Withers 
& Sons, £490; erection of 14 married quarters, 43, 


Netherby-rd., SE23, Greenaway & Sons, Ltd., £33,345; 
erection of 52 married quarters, Anerley-rd., Penge, 
Tersons, Ltd., £141,597. 

(London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW for 
week ended October 30:— ; 

London: Vintry House, Queen-st. Place, EC4, in- 
ternal decorations, J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, 
Graham-rd., SW19. First Avenue House, High Hol- 
born, WC2, internal decorations, Clark & Fenn, Ltd., 
16, Old Town, SW4. Thames House North, SWI, 
internal decorations. Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 
141, Uxbridge-rd.. Wi2. Berkeley-sq. House, WI, 
internal decorations, South London Decorators, Ltd., 
9, Streatham High-rd., SW16. Waterloo Barracks, 
Tower of London, EC3, adaptations to form_new 
kitchen, Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 25, Greens-end, SE18. 
Essex: PO, 55/57, Station-rd., Upminster, major 
alterations, Barvis Partners, Ltd., 45, Queens-rd., 
Brentwood, Essex. Hampshire: Admiralty Victualling 
Depot, Botley, Hants, (stage 11) erection, G. Percy 
Trentham, Ltd., Pangbourne, Reading, Berks; Dray- 
ton-la, Portsmouth, erection of 20 ‘*‘ minor” type 
houses ‘for prison commission, Marsh (Emsworth), 
Ltd., 31A, North-st., Emsworth, Hants; Bournemouth, 
erection of telephone exchange, W. E. Chivers, & 
Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. Hertfordshire : Radio 
station, Sandridge, new garage and generator house, 
Welwyn Builders, Ltd., 42/46, Bridge-rd., Welwyn 
Lancashire: HOCD Training Estab., Washington Hall, 
Chorley, alterations and adaptations to buildings, John 
Turner & Sons (Preston), Ltd., William Henry-st., 
Preston; NAB. Stanley-rd., -Walton, Liverpool, erec- 
tion of new office building, Wm. Tomkinson & Son., 
Ltd., Great Newton-st., Liverpool; PO, Town Row, 
West Derby, Liverpool, "erection of new sorting office, 
Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., Dominion Building, 68, Argyle- 
st., Birkenhead: MOL, Emp. Exchange, Aytoun-st. 
Manchester. internal decorations, Arthur Pugh & Co., 


Ltd.. 236. Bolton-rd., Salford, 6. Nottinghamshire: 
NSH Eastwood, internal decorations, T. & G. Saxton, 
Station-rd.. Mansfield, Woodhouse,. Notts. Shetland 
Isles: Hill of Shurton, erection of radio station, Wm. 


Fraser & Partners, Ltd.. 28, Commercial-rd., Ler- 
wick, Shetland: Scousburgh. erection of radio station, 
Wm. Fraser & Partners. Ltd., 28, Commercial-rd., 
Lerwick. Shetland. Yorkshire: NAB Polish Hostel, 
East Moor. Sutton-on-Forest, conversion of huts into 
flats, F. Stepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York: 
IRO West-st., Sheffield, internal decorations, Flint 
Bros. (Decorators). Ltd., 132/4. Machen Bank, Shef- 
field. Surrey: Standard Building, Barwell-court., 
Chessington, Surrey. external and internal decorations, 
J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., 
Wimbledon. 

London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Dept. for week ended October 30: Wigtownshire: 
Building, Thomas Gebbie & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 
Midlothian: Painting and decorating, W. Cowper & 
Son, Leith. Warwickshire: Building, Spicers (Builders), 
Ltd., Worcester. Mon.: Building, T. F. Howells, 
Ltd., Caerphilly. Worcs.: Building, Thomas Powles 
& Sons. Ltd.. Great Malvern. Essex: Building, Hutton 


(Builders), Ltd., Colchester. London: Building. The 
Old Forze Estate, Ltd.. Sidcup. Essex: Painting, 
T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London. Herts: Build- 


ing, Davey Estates, Ltd., Boreham Wood. Berks: 


Building, William Bell & Sons (Andover), Ltd., 
Andover. Gloucs: Street lighting, Holliday Hall & 
Stinson, Ltd., London. Hampshire: Installation of 


electric crane, John Smith (Keighley), oy —. 


Derbys: Installation of transformers, 
Co., Ltd., Nottingham. Yorks: Painting and 
decorating, N. S. Long, Ltd., Shrewsbury. Co. 


Durham: Asphalte flooring, Asphaltic Roadways, Ltd., 


Manchester. Derbys: Structural steelwork, Braith- 
waite & Co. (Structural), Ltd., Great Bookham. 
Notts: Sheeting and glazing, Mellowes & Co., Ltd., 


Sheffield. Northamptonshire: Building, Tandy & Rich- 
mond, Pitsford. Notts: Painting and decorating, 
A. H. Taylor (Nottingham), Ltd., Nottingham. 
Yorks: Insulation, John Atkinson & Son, Ltd., Leeds. 

Manchester.—Extensions at Corbett-st. and Gibbon- 
t., for Frances Shaw, Ltd.: *D. Walton, Ltd., Clare- 
mont-rd., Salford; extensions to Institute of Blessed 
Virgin Mary at Upper Moss-la., Hulme, Manchester: 
*Flynn Bros., 79, Newport-rd., "Manchester, 21: erec- 
tion of home for old people at Chapman-st., Gorton, 
for TC: *C. H. Godfrey & Son, Ltd., Manchester. 
Aspralter, General Asphalte Co., Ltd., Manchester. 
Pavior, Manchester Wall & Flooring Co., Manchester. 
Roofer, Cyril Heywood, Ltd., Manchester. Steel and 
ironwork, Herbert Parkes & Nephew. Ltd., Stockport. 
Plasterer, James Glynn, Oldham. Plumber ‘and glazier, 
Robert Heyworth & Co., Ltd., Manchester. Painter, 
G. C. Yeadon, Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—24 houses at Park End site, for 
Tc. J. A. Kenvon, BE: *W. Taylor & Sons, Middles- 
brough, £31,479 (in lieu of tender withdrawn). 

Newbarn (Northamberland).—Presbyterian Church 
at West Denton. Architects: P. L. Browne, Son and 
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Harding, Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *John Jackson & Sons, Corporation-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


= OS SS NN NS ER 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘*EFFEMBE, Holb., London’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Two-storey block of business 
premises at Newgate-st. Architect, C. S. Errington, 
46, Grainger-st., Newcastle, steelwork: *J. K. Ruther- 
ford & Son, Dene Joinery Works, Jesmond-rd., New- 
castle. 

Sedgley.—23 flats at The Vista, for UDC: *Build- 
ings and Equipment (Sedgley), Ltd., Wolverhampton. 

Sheftield.—First instalment of College of Technology 
and Commerce at Pond-st. and Arundel-st., for EC: 
*Direct Labour, £334,163. 

Smethwick.—Erection of Great Stone County Sec. 
School for Boys for EC. *W. Fearnley & Sons, Ltd., 
Salford, £94,470. 

South Shields.—134 houses at Whiteleas estate, for 
TC: John Reid, BE: *William Leech, Ltd., 2, Clayton- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £171,374. 

South Shields.—Six shops and flats at Horsley Hill, 
for TC. John Reid, BE: *J. M. Black, Ltd., Glen- 
st., Hebburn, £24,000. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 24 houses at Brent- 
ford-rd.: *Lane Fox & Co., Ltd., Norton-rd., Norton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of shops and flats at 
Redhill-rd., for Stockton Co-op. Society, Wellington- 
st., Stockton: *Direct Labour. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 42 flats, for TC. 
T. C. Hartley, Boro’ A, 28, The Square, Stockton: 
*Moore and Cartwright, High-st., Norton, Stockton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 23 houses at New- 
town estate, for TC. Boro’ A, T. C. _ Hart- 
ley, 28, The "Square, Stockton: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowes- 
field- la., Stockton, £29,883. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—22 houses at Hallifield-st. Archi- 
tect, R. Cowan, 20, Finkle-st., Stockton: *J. Bonar, 
36, Benson-st., Stockton. 

Tipton.—Second and final stage of depot at Brook- 
st., for BC: *F. J. Timmins, Ltd., Dossinbank, 
Sedgley-rd., Woodsetton, Sedgley, £30, 611. 

Tullibody.—Two traditional houses at Newbiggin- 
cres.:—Mason and brick work: Messrs. A. R. & T. 
Syme, Ricarton, Clackmannan. Carpenter and joiner 














STEEL- CRETE 


(SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL 
WITH OLD OR N 


FLOORS 


Ait i es 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 














Patent 
“Air Pump” 


Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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work: Messrs. John Gow & Sons, Main-st., Sauchie. 
Glazier work: Mr. A. Candlish, High-st., Alloa. Tiler 
and roughcast work: Messrs. P. Kelly & Sons, Ltd., 
33, Brunswick-rd., Edinburgh. Plumber work: Mr, 
J. D. Burns, 31, Chapel-st., Dunfermline. Plaster 
work: Messrs. D. & J. Ogilvie (Builders), Ltd.,. 
Inverallan-rd., Bridge of Allan. Electrical work: Mr. 
A. M. Todd, 83, High-st., Tillicoultry. 

Tynemouth.—House and flats at Stanley-st. West, 
North Shields, for TC: *Graham & Son, Killingworth, 
Northumberland. 

Wellingborough.—64 houses at Croyland estate, for 
a1. eS Lister & Co., Faringdon, Berks, 


West Hartlepool.—Erection of 40 houses, for TC: 
*Leslie & Co., Woodland-rd., Darlington. 

Westminster.—Modernisation of Norfolk House, 
Regency-st. dwellings, for City C: *E. J. Lacy & Co., 
Ltd., £78,856 (subject to Ministry approval). 

York. —Twin operating theatre and outpatients’ 
suite at County Hospital, for Leeds Regional Hospitak 
Board: *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn- 
rd., Nottingham; erection of Ashfield Sec. Mod. Sch., 
for EC: *Sorrell (York), Ltd., Hildreth House, Main-- 
st., Heworth, £109,792. 








BROAD-ACHESON 
BLOCKS 


elivery 
ction 


prompt 4 
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\ 
THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C° LZ 


SALES,HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD - 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON $022 








wOoOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Vietoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 

















